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ground population surveys and 
wetland pond counts showed 
great breeding pair numbers 
and habitat conditions. Flood-
ing along the Mississippi and 
Atchafalaya rivers has pro-
vided significant freshwater 
inputs, and river levels remain 
high so stands of submersed 
aquatic vegetation attractive 
to ducks should be developing 
nicely. Also, most of the habi-
tat created through the MBHI 
program will be provided again 
for waterfowl in the rice prairie 
region.

“With the wet conditions 
on the breeding grounds, duck 
hunters should be excited about 
the upcoming season,” Dew 
said. “But some areas of Louisi-
ana are very dry and very salty, 
which will have an effect on 
habitat conditions locally. Keep 
your fingers crossed for some 
rain and cold fall and winter 
weather up north.”

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.
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DU Lauds Senate Effort 

to Restore Gulf Coast 
After Spill

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 
22, 2011—Ducks Unlimited 
commended a group of U.S. 
Senators from Gulf Coast states 
as they introduced legislation 
that supports ensuring penal-
ties paid by BP under the Clean 
Water Act are directed back 
to the Gulf Coast region. The 
legislation, known as the RE-
STORE the Gulf Coast Act of 
2011, would direct 80 percent 
of BP penalties paid under the 
Clean Water Act toward the 
long-term health of the Gulf 
region’s coastal ecosystems and 
economies. 

The original cosponsors of 
the RESTORE the Gulf Coast 
Act of 2011 are Sens. Mary Lan-
drieu (LA) and Richard Shelby 
(AL). Cosponsoring the legisla-
tion are Sens. David Vitter (LA), 
Bill Nelson (FL), Marco Rubio 
(FL), Jeff Sessions (AL), Thad 
Cochran (MS), Roger Wicker 
(MS) and Kay Bailey-Hutchison 
(TX). 

Ducks Unlimited is encour-
aged by these senators’ efforts 
and believes the introduction of 
this legislation is an important 
step toward the ultimate goal of 
restoring important waterfowl 
habitat along the Gulf Coast. 

“Ensuring penalties paid 
by BP under the Clean Water 
Act are directed back to the 
Gulf Coast region is essential 
to sustaining waterfowl popu-
lations,” DU Director of Public 
Policy Barton James said. “In 
order to guarantee that water-
fowl habitat restoration efforts 

take place, Congress must work 
together to pass meaningful 
legislation.”

For decades, DU has been 
working to promote long-term 
wetlands restoration in the Gulf 
Coast region. Since the spill, DU 
and several partners have for-
mally requested that Congress 
support legislation that ensures 
penalties paid by BP under the 
Clean Water Act are directed 
back to the Gulf Coast region. 

Coastal Louisiana is one of 
the most significant areas for 
waterfowl in North America. 
It provides migration and win-
tering habitat for more than 
10 million ducks and geese. 
However, the Gulf Coast is ex-
periencing staggering wetlands 
loss. In Louisiana alone, an area 
of wetlands the size of a football 
field is lost every 38 minutes. 

The Gulf’s rich waterfowl-
ing tradition also serves as a 
significant stream of revenue 
for our nation. On average, 
hunting and fishing are an 
$80 billion per year industry. 
Restoring coastal wetlands 
provides positive benefits to 
America’s great outdoors and 
economy. 
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