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nel licensing and regulations. 
Read AKC’s previous Legisla-
tive Alert for more information 
on House Bill 1023, including 
AKC’s letter to the Joint Com-
mittee on Consumer Protection 
and Professional Licensure.

It is essential that the com-
mittee members hear from 
responsible dog owners, ex-
hibitors, trainers, and breeders 
who either reside in the Com-
monwealth or participate in 
Massachusetts dog events:

 * Attend the committee 
hearing on July 19. The meeting 
information is as follows:

 Joint Committee on Con-
sumer Protection and Profes-
sional Licensure

Date: July 19, 2011

Time: 1:00 p.m.

Location: Massachusetts 
State House, Room A-2

**If you plan to attend, 
please contact the Massachu-
setts Federation of Dog Clubs 
and Responsible Dog Owners 
so they can know how many 
plan to testify and can provide 
you with any last-minute infor-
mation:

Virginia Rowland - black-
slate@aol.com or

Julie Rembrandt Seeley - 
jrembrandtseeley@charter.net

 * Contact the committee 
members and express your 
concerns with House Bill 1023. 
View the committee member 
names and contact information 
here.

View a sample letter to per-
sonalize

View a sample phone 
script

The AKC will continue to 
closely monitor this legislation. 
For questions or more informa-
tion, contact the Massachusetts 
Federation of Dog Clubs & Re-
sponsible Dog Owners at the e-
mail addresses listed above, or 
the AKC Government Relations 
Department at (919) 816-3720 or 
doglaw@akc.org.

Suffolk County, NY 
Schedules Bill Attacking 

Dog Breeders and the 
AKC

The Suffolk County, New 
York Legislature has scheduled 
a public hearing on August 
2 for IR-1545, a measure that 
contains numerous inaccurate, 
misleading, and unsubstanti-
ated claims that impugn the 
integrity of the American Ken-
nel Club and the many respon-
sible local AKC dog owners and 
breeders who devote their lives 
to the wellbeing of dogs.

The AKC strongly opposes 
the intent of this bill and urges 
all responsible Suffolk County 
dog owners to politely but 
firmly express their opposition 
to this measure by attending the 
public hearing August 2 and by 
directly contacting members of 
the County Legislature. Scroll 
down for hearing and contact 
information.

Summary:

Suffolk County IR-1545 
purportedly seeks to educate 
consumers about illegal and 
substandard kennel conditions 
in other states by limiting the 
choice of types of dogs that 
may be sold in Suffolk County 
pet shops. Under this measure, 
dogs at Suffolk pet stores could 
only be sourced from shelters, 
rescue organizations or Suffolk 
County breeders.

The legislative findings pre-
sented in IR-1545 attack the in-
tegrity of responsible breeders 
and the American Kennel Club 
by broadly implying that all 
female dogs bred in the United 
States are mistreated, aban-
doned and/or killed. It makes 
a number of other wildly inac-
curate statements, including 
claims that AKC inspections do 
not assess the care/conditions 
or wellbeing of dogs.

How You Can Help:

 * Attend the hearing and 
express your concerns with IR 
1545. The meeting information 
is as follows:

Date: Tuesday, August 2

Time: 4:00 p.m.

Location: Hauppauge Leg-
islative Auditorium

W.H. Rogers Legislature 
Building

725 Veterans Memorial 
Highway

Smithtown, NY 11787


