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which is now in its 20th year.

Bob served for three years 
on the Connecticut Governor’s 
Citizen Advisory Council, rep-
resenting the state’s bird dog 
clubs, as well as on the com-
mittee for planning and run-
ning two of the Purina Top 
Shooting Dog Awards. He has 
shared his knowledge by being 
a reporter for field events and a 
contributing author in a variety 
of publications.

Bob has received numer-
ous awards which include the 
Gaines Sportsmanship; Life 
Membership in ABC; Brittany 
Field Trial Hall of Fame; Lead-
ership Award-Association of 
New England Field Trial Clubs; 
the Life Patron Award-National 
Bird Dog Association; and most 
recently the American Brit-
tany Club’s Hall of Fame for 
People.

Chairman’s Report June 
2011

— AKC Introduces New 
Therapy Dog Title —

I am pleased to announce 
an exciting new title open to all 
AKC dogs. The AKC Therapy 
Dog title, or “THD,” will launch 
June 27th as an official AKC 
suffix title and will reward dogs 
and their owners that have 
provided ongoing community 
service to help improve the well 
being of others.

Currently, it is estimated 
there are 50,000 certified and 
active therapy dogs in the 
United States. Volunteerism 

has exploded over the past 
decade, especially those with 
dog and owner teams working 
in schools, hospitals, nursing 
homes, and at natural disas-
ters.

As you know, the AKC 
annually recognizes an out-
standing Therapy Dog as part 
of the annual AKC Humane 
Fund Awards for Canine Ex-
cellence (ACE). We receive so 
many great nominations that 
we know there are many more 
dogs out there that deserve rec-
ognition. We have also received 
many requests from the fancy 
to award titles to therapy dogs 
as a way to recognize the “great 
work their dogs do.” Addition-
ally, earning a THD title builds 
on the skills taught in the AKC 
S.T.A.R. Puppy and Canine 
Good Citizen programs, which 
create a sound and friendly 
temperament needed by a suc-
cessful therapy dog.

The AKC will not certify 
therapy dogs. Instead, we’re 
working with therapy dog 
certification organizations to 
recognize the work done by 
therapy teams. The certification 
organizations are the experts 
in this area and their efforts 
should be acknowledged and 
appreciated.

The title will be open to all 
AKC dogs that have completed 
a series of criteria. To qualify, 
dogs must be certified by a 
participating therapy dog certi-
fication organization and have 
performed a minimum of 50 
community service visits.

To obtain a title an owner 
must complete an applica-
tion along with evidence of 
documented visits. Application 
forms are available on the web-
site at www.akc.org/akcthera-
pydog. The program will accept 
documentation going back to 
January 1, 2000.

If your dog qualifies we 
encourage you to apply for the 
title. For more information visit 
www.akc.org/akctherapydog 
or email akctherapydog@akc.
org.

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker

Chairman

MA Update: Committee 
to Consider Requiring 

Licensing for Dog Events 
on July 19

A Massachusetts legislative 
committee is scheduled to con-
sider House Bill 1023 on July 19 
- a bill that would significantly 
change the definition of kennel 
to encompass training facilities 
or any dog event with more 
than 12 dogs. All those meeting 
the new criteria would be re-
quired to comply with all state 
and local licensing and other 
regulations currently reserved 
just for large kennels.

This would mean that any 
daytime activity where more 
than twelve dogs are present 
(including dog shows, training 
facilities, companion events, 
etc.) would now be considered 
a kennel and required to com-
ply with all state and local ken-


