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Great Hunts

At my “young” age  
of 70 I decided I  
would love to hunt 

the elusive Ruffed Grouse just 
one more time since it has been 
over half a century since I last 
hunted them in northwest New 
Jersey.  

For my birthday I decided to 
give me a present.  In February, 
2010 about a month before my 
seventieth birthday, I ordered 
a custom made Ithaca Model 
37 pump in 28 gauge.  Since I 
really don’t consider myself a 
great shotgun shot, I wondered 
if I could really hit anything 
with such a small amount of 
shot.  My thought has always 
been: “throw pounds, forget 
ounces!”  I grew up using a 
Winchester Model 12 in 16 
gauge, which I inherited from 
my great grandfather who I 
am sure, is where the “hunt-
ing genes” came from.  He was 
an avid sportsman indeed.  
Through the intervening years 
I managed to collect a few other 
hunting shotguns running the 
full gauntlet from the pumps, 
autos, over and unders and 
some doubles.  But I wanted 
to return to my “roots” so to 
speak, thus the M37.  When I 
was growing up we had to use 

Now, about the M37.  I 
started out by ordering a grade 
II and upgraded to the grade III 
wood.  Well, I reasoned, how 
about upgrading the engrav-
ing?  Seemed like a good idea, 
so Bill Mains, last of the old 
factory engravers did a great 
job engraving grouse on the left 
side and woodcock on the right; 
heck it doesn’t cost much more 
to go first class?  Then I thought, 
what about that beautiful grade 
III wood, perhaps it should 
have some hand checkering, 
okay, how about the pre-war 
trap pattern?  Oh, perhaps it 
would look best and be easier to 
maintain if I had a hand-rubbed 
oil finish put on it.  You know, 
since this is such a special shot-
gun to me, perhaps it should 
have a special serial number; 
and I have always liked ivory 

shotguns and buck shot for deer 
hunting.  I always lusted for a 
M37 “Deerslayer.”  That was 
not to be; my dad was a carpen-
ter and I was his helper, not a 
lot of extra money there.  Now 
that I’m a bit older I find that 
sometimes it is worth spending 
the money for something that 
you really want.  Notice that I 
didn’t say, “need!”  

One More Time
“A Grouse hunt over half a century later”
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