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The Top Ten Reasons 
Why a Dog Is Better 

than a Woman:
10. A dog’s parents will 
never visit you.
9. A dog loves you when 
you leave your clothes on 
the floor.
8. A dog limits its time in 
the bathroom to a quick 
drink.
7. A dog never expects you 
to telephone.
6. A dog will not get mad 
at you if you forget its 
birthday.
5. A dog does not care 
about the previous dogs in 
your life.

4. A dog does not get mad 
at you if you pet another 
dog.
3. A dog never expects flow-
ers on Valentine’s Day.
2. The later you are, the 
happier a dog is to see 
you.
...And the number one 
reason why a dog is better 
than a woman:
1. A dog does not shop.

Top Ten Reasons Why 
Dogs Are Better Than 

Men:
10. Dogs don’t feel threat-
ened by your intelligence.
9. Dogs are already in touch 

with their inner puppies.
8. Dogs are very direct about 
wanting to go out.
7. Dogs think you are a culi-
nary genius.
6. You can house train a 
dog.
5. Dogs feel guilt when 
they’ve done something 
wrong.
4. Middle-aged dogs don’t 
feel the need to abandon you 
for a younger owner.
3. Dogs mean it when they 
kiss you.
2. Dogs don’t care whether or 
not you shave your legs.
1. Dogs obsess about you as 
much as you obsess about 
them. 
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Firearms Industry Hails 
Passage of Excise Tax 

Improvement Legislation 
in U.S. House

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) -- 
the trade association for the 
firearms, ammunition, hunting 
and shooting sports industry 
-- hailed today’s passage of the 
Firearms Excise Tax Improve-
ment Act of 2010 (H.R. 5552).

The bi-partisan legislation, 
sponsored by Rep. Ron Kind 
(D-WI) had 54 original co-
sponsors and sailed through the 
House by a vote of 412-6. This 
legislation corrects a longstand-
ing inequity in the Internal 
Revenue Code by permitting 
firearm and ammunition manu-
facturers to pay the federal ex-
cise tax payment on a quarterly 
basis, like other industries that 
support conservation through 
a federal excise tax. Currently, 
manufacturers pay this tax on 
a bi-weekly schedule, forcing 
many manufacturers to bor-
row money to ensure on-time 
payment. Industry members 
spend thousands of man-hours 
administering the necessary 
paperwork to successfully 
complete the bi-weekly tax pay-
ments -- monies that are due to 
the federal government long 
before manufacturers are paid 
by their customers.

HR 5552 revised an earlier 
bill (HR 510) to ensure that the 

legislation would not add to 
the budget deficit. The change 
to a provision of the tax code 
will not affect conservation 
funding and the legislation 
does not lower the amount of 
conservation dollars collected 
by the tax.

“This bill will strengthen 
wildlife conservation funding 
in America by helping manu-
facturers to grow their busi-
nesses,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Coun-
sel Lawrence G. Keane. “We 
are thankful for the tremen-
dous support and leadership 
of Representatives Ron Kind, 
sponsor of this bill, and Paul 
Ryan (R-WI), co-chairman of 
the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Caucus, for championing this 
commonsense legislation.”

The firearm and ammuni-
tion excise tax is the major 
revenue source for funding the 
Wildlife Restoration Trust Fund 
(also known as the Pittman 
Robertson Trust Fund). Last 
year, firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers contributed 
approximately $450 million 
dollars to wildlife conservation 
through excise tax payments.

Passage of HR 5552 would 
not have been possible without 
the hard work of many organi-
zations including a broad coali-
tion of more than 35 conserva-
tion groups who are members 
of the American Wildlife Con-

servation Partners (AWCP). This 
coalition includes the National 
Rifle Association (NRA), Ducks 
Unlimited, Safari Club Interna-
tional (SCI) and the Congres-
sional Sportsmen’s Foundation 
(CSF), which made passage of 
this bill a priority.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(AFWA) also support this legis-
lation. In addition, the Internal 
Revenue Service -- Tax and 
Trade Bureau (TTB) that collects 
the excise tax supports the leg-
islation as it would reduce its 
work load thereby saving tax-
payers money. In fact, there is 
no organized opposition to this 
pro-conservation, pro-growth, 
bi-partisan legislation.

“With passage of excise tax 
improvement in the House, 
it is our hope that the Senate, 
behind the strong leadership of 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
NV) and Senators Max Baucus 
(D-MT) and Mike Crapo (R-ID), 
co-chairman of the Congres-
sional Sportsmen’s Caucus, 
will act fast to bring companion 
legislation up for a vote,” con-
tinued Keane.

NSSF is encouraging all 
sportsmen, hunters and gun-
owners to contact their senators 
and urge them to support excise 
tax improvement legislation in 
the Senate (S. 632).

EPA’s Gun Control
The U.S. Supreme Court 

says Americans have an indi-
vidual right to keep and bear 
arms. The EPA says the bullets 

Industry News
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for those guns may be banned 
as an environmental hazard.

The endless power grabs by 
the federal leviathan know no 
boundaries of law, science or 
even common sense. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency of 
Lisa Jackson is seriously consid-
ering a petition by the Center 
for Biological Diversity, a lead-
ing anti-hunting group, to ban 
all traditional lead ammunition 
under the Toxic Substance Con-
trol Act (TSCA) of 1976.

If the EPA approves the 
petition, the result will be a 
ban on all ammunition con-
taining lead-core components. 
Bullets made of material other 
than lead are often considered 
armor-piercing by law and are 
banned. So this amounts to 
gun control by stealth. Where 
permitted, it increases the cost 
of gun ownership and use.

The comment period on this 
proposed ban has just opened 
and will last until Oct. 31.

The EPA must accept or 
reject the petition by Nov. 1, 
the day before the midterm 
elections. As if Democrats 
don’t have enough troubles, 
the Obama administration risks 
provoking all those townsfolk 
bitterly clinging to their guns.

There are a couple of prob-
lems, the first being that when 
Congress passed the law it 
specifically exempted ammuni-
tion. So what the EPA proposes 
to do is illegal. The second is 
that there is no scientific basis 
for restricting lead ammunition 
on the basis of protecting the 

health of humans or wildlife.

In a letter to EPA Director 
Jackson, NRA-ILA Executive 
Director Chris W. Cox pointed 
out that the EPA was trying to 
circumvent the law and con-
gressional intent by dividing 
ammunition into its constituent 
parts and then trying to ban 
the parts. Congress’ intent was 
also that TSCA not be used as a 
vehicle for gun control.

Just about all shooting rang-
es are recycling their lead, if only 
because it’s too valuable to leave 
in the ground. A 2008 study by 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention on blood lead 
levels of North Dakota hunters 
confirmed that consuming game 
harvested with traditional am-
munition does not pose a human 
health risk.

Wildlife preservation is sup-
posed to be a function of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, not the 
EPA. The federal excise tax that 
manufacturers pay on ammuni-
tion is a prime source of fund-
ing for wildlife preservation. 
The recovery of the American 
bald eagle is an example of the 
program’s success, funded by 
hunters using traditional am-
munition.

Recent statistics from the Fish 
and Wildlife Service show that 
from 1981 to 2006, the number of 
breeding pairs of bald eagles in 
the U.S. increased 724%. Raptor 
populations around the U.S. are 
also soaring.

President Obama thinks 
gun rights are not absolute, and 
he supports the right of states 

and localities to impose what 
he calls reasonable restrictions 
on gun ownership. It seems he 
also approves of the EPA plan 
to impose “sensible” environ-
mental restrictions.

On the subject of the total 
ban on gun ownership in the 
District of Columbia, the Nov. 
23, 2007, Chicago Tribune re-
ported that state Sen. Obama 
“believes the D.C. handgun law 
is constitutional.”

The Supreme Court in its 
Heller decision said otherwise 
and just recently overturned 
Chicago’s own gun ban.

Pres ident ia l  candidate 
Obama’s Web site said: “He will 
protect the rights of hunters and 
other law-abiding Americans to 
purchase, own, transport and 
use guns for the purposes of 
hunting and target shooting” 
(italics added). Yet hunters and 
target shooters are in his admin-
istration’s cross hairs.

In effect, the EPA will not 
ban the private ownership of 
firearms; such a ban would run 
counter to the Second Amend-
ment. The agency will just ban 
bullets. Hence we can have all 
the guns we want. We just can’t 
shoot them, either at targets or 
at tasty animals in the wild.

Praise the Lord and pass the 
EPA-approved ammunition?

Firearms Industry 
Hails Victory in 

Supreme Court Second 
Amendment Case

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) - the trade 
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association for the firearms in-
dustry - hailed today’s United 
States Supreme Court 5-4 deci-
sion written by Justice Alito that 
ruled the individual right to keep 
and bear arms protected by the 
Second Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution applies to the states 
and local government.

“Today’s ruling is a victory for 
freedom and liberty,” said NSSF 
President Stephen L. Sanetti. “All 
law-abiding Americans, no mat-
ter whether they live in a big city 
like Chicago or in rural Wyoming, 
have the same Second Amend-
ment right to keep and bear arms. 
Constitutional rights don’t stop 
at state or city borders. Cities like 
Chicago and New York and states 
like California must now respect 
the Second Amendment.”

The case before the Court, 
McDonald v. City of Chicago, 
was filed in 2008 a day after 
the Supreme Court’s landmark 
decision in District of Columbia 
v. Heller -- in which the high 
court reaffirmed that the Second 
Amendment protects an “indi-
vidual” right to keep and bear 
arms. The Heller decision, how-
ever, did not reach the question 
of whether the Second Amend-
ment also applied to the states.

Immediately after Heller, 
several Chicago residents includ-
ing retired maintenance worker 
Otis McDonald filed a federal 
lawsuit challenging the city’s 
long-standing gun ban. The Chi-
cago-based federal courts ruled 
that the Second Amendment did 
not apply to the states and local 
governments, setting the stage 
for the Supreme Court to decide 
the question it left unanswered 
in its Heller decision.

“Today’s decision marks the 

beginning of a new era of civil 
rights litigation as laws and regu-
lations that infringe upon and 
violate the individual right of 
law-abiding Americans to keep 
and bear arms, protected by the 
Second Amendment, are chal-
lenged,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “As the 
trade association for America’s 
firearms industry, our members 
make the products through 
which our Second Amendment 
rights are realized. Just as the 
First Amendment protects and 
shields newspapers and media, 
the Second Amendment secures 
constitutional protections for our 
industry.”

NSSF filed an amicus curiae 
brief on behalf of McDonald.

For more information and 
commentary on today’s ruling, 
please visit: WWW.NSSF.ORG.

Gun Shows
NSSF represents federally 

licensed firearms manufactur-
ers, distributors and dealers; 
therefore, our members must 
follow the same regulations 
and procedures (i.e. conducting 
criminal background checks) 
when at gun shows as they 
would at their own places of 
business.

Claim: There is a gun 
show “loophole”

Fact: There is nothing you 
can do inside a gun show that 
you cannot do outside a gun 
show. If you are a licensed 
firearms dealer, you must run 
a federal background check on 
any individual you sell a firearm 
to. If you do not regularly sell 
firearms, you do not need to run 

a background check – whether at 
a gun show or anywhere else.

Fact: The firearms industry 
has never opposed an instant 
background check requirement 
for all firearms sold at gun 
shows.

Claim: Criminals get 
their guns at gun shows

Fact: According to a No-
vember 2001 Study by the Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics of state 
and federal prison inmates, less 
than one percent (0.7) of crimi-
nals acquire their guns from 
gun shows.

Claim: The firearms 
industry doesn’t support 

background checks at 
gun shows

Fact: While there is nothing 
you can do inside a gun show 
that you can’t do outside a gun 
show, the firearms industry has 
never opposed instant back-
ground checks at these events. 
The reason why this has not 
come to pass is that anti-gun 
legislators do not support an 
instant check. They, along with 
the gun-ban lobby, have tried 
to incorporate waiting periods 
for all buyers at gun shows. 
Such an action is not only un-
necessary, as the FBI National 
Instant Check System would 
require only seconds to conduct 
a federal background check, but 
must be considered a de facto 
ban as implementing a five-day 
waiting period for a two-day 
gun show is impossible.
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Chairman’s Report 
August 2010

-- This September, 
Celebrate Responsible 

Dog Ownership With Us 
Without Leaving Your 

Computer! -- 
For the past eight years, 

hundreds of AKC clubs and 
dog organizations nationwide 
have been celebrating AKC Re-
sponsible Dog Ownership Days 
by educating the public about 
the importance of responsible 
ownership.  We congratulate 
those clubs and dog-loving 
groups on their outreach efforts 
and the profound impact it has 
had on thousands. This year, we 
are expanding that reach into 
interactive fun for you, your 
dog and your club by letting us 
know how you put responsible 
dog ownership into action!

This September, we invite 
dog lovers across America to 
share their “Acts of Responsible 
Dog Ownership” with us online 
as part of the inaugural “Virtual 
AKC RDO Days”. You or your 
club’s “act” can be something 
as simple as taking your dog for 
his regular walk or as elaborate 
as getting him health tested or 
microchipped. Do something 
for your own dogs or for dogs 
in your community as a whole, 
such as a donation to the local 
dog park. Pick up an extra poop 
along your walk, help some-

News From The AKC

one find a responsible breeder, 
give your dog a good groom-
ing or schedule his annual vet 
checkup.

Then, let us know what 
you or your club did. We want 
to amass at least 5,000 “Acts” 
in honor of AKC’s 5,000 clubs 
nationwide. There are several 
ways you or your club can let us 
know what you have done:

During September AKC 
will post the daily “Act of Re-
sponsible Dog Ownership” on 
Facebook where you can “Like” 
it or post your own on AKC’s 
wall. You can always “tweet” 
us at Twitter @akcdoglovers or 
send it to us via e-mail at com-
munications@akc.org. If you’re 
feeling really creative, take a 
photo or video of your “Act of 
Responsible Dog Ownership” 
and share it with us on AKC’s 
YouTube channel or Flickr 
pages.  

In conjunction with your act 
of responsible ownership, we 
encourage everyone to sign the 
AKC Responsible Dog Owner 
Pet Promise, a petition that 
brings the tenets of responsible 
dog ownership to life. You can 
also leave your “act” of respon-
sible ownership in the comment 
section here. The “Pet Promise” 
is an oath that reminds both 
novice and veteran dog own-
ers that raising a healthy dog is 
about more than just playtime 
and pampering. Find it at www.
akc.org/rdod.

Don’t forget that AKC’s 
flagship event caps off the 
month on September 25th in 
Raleigh, North Carolina.  If 
you’re a club still looking to 
host a “live” event, there is still 
time to register your event on 
our website and receive a free 
kit of materials. You can also 
find an event to attend in your 
area.

We hope that you will join us 
in celebrating AKC RDO Days 
this September in person as well 
as virtually. As always, thank 
you to our returning sponsors 
Invisible Fence® Brand and 
ADT Security Services as well 
as new sponsors Hill’s® Sci-
ence Diet® Small & Toy Breed 
Dog Food and Motel 6 for 
making AKC Responsible Dog 
Ownership Days possible. But 
most of all – we thank all AKC 
participants for their generous 
support of this initiative and for 
their dedication to promoting 
responsible dog ownership.

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker

Chairman
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State News

MINNESOTA
DNR ANNOUNCES BAG 

LIMITS, DATES AND 
TIMES FOR WATERFOWL 

SEASON
Waterfowl season dates and lim-

its, including significant changes 
designed to allow hunters to 
harvest more Canada geese, have 
been established for the fall sea-
son, according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR).

Additional details on the duck, 
goose and migratory bird hunt-
ing seasons will be available in 
the 2010 Minnesota Waterfowl 
Hunting Regulations, which will 
be available at DNR license agents 
and online later this month.

Duck Season
The regular waterfowl season 

will open at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 2, and continue through 
Tuesday, Nov. 30. The daily bag 
limit remains at six ducks, which 
may include no more than one 
hen mallard, one black duck, one 
canvasback, two pintail, two wood 
ducks, two redheads and two 
scaup. Possession limits remain at 
twice the daily bag limits.

Except for opening day, when 
shooting hours will be 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., shooting hours will be from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 4 
p.m. daily through Saturday, Oct. 
9, and from one-half hour before 
sunrise to sunset beginning Sun-
day, Oct. 10, through the end of 
duck season.

Motorized decoys or other mo-
torized devices designed to attract 
migratory birds may not be used 

from the opening day of duck sea-
son through Saturday, Oct. 9. Mo-
torized decoys or other motorized 
devices designed to attract migra-
tory birds may not be used at any 
time during the season on water 
bodies and lands fully contained 
within state wildlife management 
area (WMA) boundaries.

Youth Waterfowl Day
Youth Waterfowl Hunting Day 

will be held Saturday, Sept. 18. 
Hunters younger than 16 may take 
regular season bag limits when 
accompanied by a nonhunting 
adult (age 18 and older, no license 
required). Canada geese, mergan-
sers, coots and moorhens may be 
taken from one half-hour before 
sunrise to 4 p.m. As of this year, 
all youth hunters are now required 
to obtain a free hunting license, 
including youth participating in 
the youth waterfowl hunt.

Regular Canada Goose 
Seasons

Minnesota goose hunters will 
note some significant changes in 
goose hunting regulations this 
year. The daily bag limit has been 
raised to three Canada geese state-
wide this year; the season length 
has been extended throughout the 
state; most goose hunting zones 
have been eliminated and there 
will no longer be a special Decem-
ber season.

“We’re attempting to provide 
additional hunting opportunity 
aimed at resident giant Canada 
geese,” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist.

Historically, Minnesota goose 
hunters were very dependent on 
the Eastern Prairie Population 

(EPP) of Canada geese. These 
geese nest along the west shores 
of Hudson Bay and migrate into 
western Minnesota, especially 
around Lac qui Parle WMA.

Minnesota has a long history of 
using special regulations, includ-
ing goose zones, quotas, smaller 
bag limits and shorter seasons, to 
minimize harvest of EPP Canada 
geese in western Minnesota. But 
EPP goose numbers are as high as 
they’ve ever been and more than 
90 percent of the state’s Canada 
goose harvest now is comprised 
of giant Canada geese.

“Since our resident giant Canada 
goose population remains high, 
this is a good time to expand 
hunting opportunity,” Cordts said. 
“Minnesota has not had a Canada 
goose bag limit of three during the 
regular waterfowl season since 
1941 so this is fairly exciting and 
should be well-received by goose 
hunters.”

As a result of these changes, the 
West Central and West goose zones 
have been eliminated so goose sea-
sons in those areas will be the same 
as the rest of the state.

At Lac qui Parle WMA, water-
fowl hunters still will be required 
to obtain a daily permit for a blind 
(via reservation or daily drawing) 
from Oct. 21 to Nov. 30. From Dec. 
1 until the end of goose season, 
hunters still can use designated 
hunting blinds but access will 
be on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

Hunters should consult the 
2010 Waterfowl Regulations for 
additional information or contact 
Lac qui Parle WMA for further 
details.

Minnesota’s regular goose season 
will open statewide in conjunction 
with duck season on Saturday, Oct. 
2, and close on Saturday, Dec. 25, 
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except for the Rochester goose 
zone.

Canada goose season dates in the 
Rochester zone will be Saturday, 
Oct. 2, through Tuesday, Dec. 7. 
The season will reopen Thursday, 
Dec. 16, and conclude Sunday, 
Jan. 2.

“The Rochester goose zone will 
use the same boundaries as deer 
permit area 343 so hunters should 
be familiar with that,” Cordts said. 
“During our public input meet-
ings, goose hunters around Roch-
ester wanted to maintain some 
sort of split in the goose season 
but also extend the season a little 
later so this should accommodate 
those desires.”

Early Canada Goose 
Season

The early Canada goose season 
will open statewide on Saturday, 
Sept. 4, and conclude on Wednes-
day, Sept. 22. Bag limits for Canada 
geese will be five per day.

A $4 permit is required for goose 
hunters during the September sea-
son. Permits are available wher-
ever hunting and angling licenses 
are sold and online.

The restriction prohibiting hunt-
ing within 100 yards of surface 
water remains in effect in the 
northwestern Minnesota, Carlos 
Avery Wildlife Management Area 
and an area surrounding Swan 
Lake in Nicollet County.

Early season goose hunters 
should consult the 2010 Waterfowl 
Hunting Regulations Supplement 
for details.

YOUTH HAVE UNTIL AUG. 
16 TO APPLY FOR SEPTEM-

BER WATERFOWL HUNT
Youth 12-15 who want to experi-

ence waterfowl hunting can apply 

to be one of 65 participants in this 
year’s youth waterfowl hunt on 
Saturday, Sept. 18.

The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) has 
teamed up with Ducks Unlimited, 
the national wildlife refuge sys-
tem, and the Minnesota Horse and 
Hunt Club to provide youth with 
hands-on education and outdoors 
experiences in northwestern and 
western Minnesota as well as the 
southern Twin Cities metropolitan 
area.

The hunt occurs on Youth Water-
fowl Day, a specially designated 
day during which any adult can 
take any youth 15 and younger 
waterfowl hunting. Only youth 
may hunt.

Youth 12-15 who have earned 
a firearms safety certificate have 
until Monday, Aug. 16 to apply 
for the one-day hunt, which re-
quires that a parent or guardian 
accompany the youth at all times 
during orientation, education and 
field sessions. Participants will be 
selected by lottery.

Paired mentors will do more 
than take a youth and a guardian 
into the field for a Saturday morn-
ing hunt. They’ll take time before 
hand to sit down with youth and 
the guardian to discuss the impor-
tance and necessity of habitat as 
well as explain and demonstrate 
waterfowl hunting safety, tech-
niques and skills.

Youth and guardians will con-
nect with mentors on Friday to 
prepare for hunts at Hamden 
Slough near Detroit Lakes, Mor-
ris Wildlife Production Area near 
Morris, Agassiz/Thief Lake Ref-
uge near Thief River Falls and 
several locations south of the Twin 
Cities metropolitan area.

“Youth gain so much from this 
weekend experience,” said Mike 
Kurre, DNR mentoring program 

coordinator. “Walking out to the 
blind early Saturday morning to 
hunt is the final activity that lets 
a youth practice all that’s been 
learned along the way.”

FREE LICENSE NOW RE-
qUIRED FOR SMALL 

GAME HUNTERS YOUNG-
ER THAN 16

Youth younger than 16 must 
obtain a free license to hunt small 
game this fall, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR). Although 
the license is free, it is subject to a 
nominal vendor service charge.

The new license requirement, 
mandated by the Legislature in 
2008, affects a number of popular 
game species including squirrel, 
rabbit, grouse, pheasant and wa-
terfowl. Youth also must satisfy 
all requirements related to hunter 
education and firearms safety.

Small game season opens Satur-
day, Sept. 18. Free youth licenses 
are available online at and at the 
DNR License Center, 500 Lafayette 
Road in St. Paul.

The new youth small game hunt-
ing licenses also are available at 
DNR license agents across Min-
nesota. License agents are allowed 
to charge a 50-cent fee for any free 
license or permit.

Youth licenses are available 
via phone at 888-665-4236 but a 
nominal customer service fee will 
be charged

NORTH DAKOTA
2010 PLOTS GUIDE

The annual PLOTS guide locates 
lands open to hunting through 
agreements between the Depart-
ment and private landowners, as 
well as public lands such as wild-
life management and waterfowl 
production areas. Printed guides 
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will be available in early Sep-
tember from license vendors and 
county auditors located around 
the state.

Note:  PLOTS maps change fre-
quently as new tracts are added 
and others are removed.  Maps 
on this page are the most current 
available and are updated periodi-
cally to reflect recent changes. 

What to do if you find a discrep-
ancy between the PLOTS Guide 
and conditions on the ground?  If 
you find an area listed as a PLOTS 
tract, but that is not marked with 
yellow triangular PLOTS signs 
from the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department, the department 
suggests that you err on the side 
of caution and avoid entering the 
area until you have checked it out 
with us. 

The Department’s interactive 
maps services site has PLOTS 
maps available in real time

Nonresident hunting 
restriction.

Note:  Nonresidents may not 
hunt on lands owned or leased by 
the North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, including State Wild-
life Management Areas (WMAs) 
and Private Lands Open To Sports-
men (PLOTS), for the first week of 
pheasant season (October 9-15). 
This restriction applies to all types 
of hunting, not just pheasants.  
This restriction does not apply to 
lands owned or managed by other 
state agencies such as state school 
lands, federal lands such as US 
Fish and Wildlife Service Water-
fowl Production Areas (WPAs), or 
to private lands not enrolled in the 
G&F PLOTS program.

2010 SMALL GAME AND 
FURBEARER REGULA-

TIONS SET
North Dakota’s 2010 small game 

and furbearer regulations have 

been set and most season struc-
tures and bag limits are similar 
to last year. The only significant 
changes involve closing the prairie 
chicken season and increasing the 
mountain lion quota.

The combination of the past two 
severe winters and wet springs has 
reduced the prairie chicken popu-
lation by up to 50 percent. Spring 
booming counts on leks, an index 
to male abundance, have shown a 
gradual decrease in the number of 
males each spring.

Other small game and waterfowl 
licensing details are similar to last 
year.

Only North Dakota residents are 
permitted to hunt waterfowl from 
Sept. 25 – Oct. 1. Nonresidents will 
be allowed to hunt waterfowl in 
North Dakota beginning Oct. 2. 
Other waterfowl season details 
will be finalized in mid-August 
in the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed to 
hunt on Game and Fish Depart-
ment wildlife management areas 
or conservation PLOTS (Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen) areas 
from Oct. 9-15.

Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2010-11 Small Game 
and Furbearer guides (available 
mid-August) for more details on 
small game and furbearer seasons. 
Waterfowl regulations will be 
available in early September.

Small Game Season Dates and 
Limits Species  O p e n s   
Closes  Daily Limit  Poss Limit

Early Canada Goose  
Aug. 15  Sept. 15 (Sept. 7 
Missouri R. Zone)  5  10

Doves  Sept. 1  Oct. 30  
15  30

Hungarian partridge  
Sept. 11  Jan. 2  3  12

Sharp-tailed grouse  Sept. 11  
Jan. 2  3  12

Ruffed grouse  Sept. 11  
Jan. 2  3  12

Snipe  Sept. 18  Dec. 
5  8  16

Woodcock  Sept. 18  Nov. 
1  3  6

Tundra swan (2,200 lottery)  Oct. 
2  Jan. 2  1  1

Pheasants  Oct. 9  Jan. 2  3  
12

EARLY CANADA GOOSE 
SEASON OPENS SUNDAY, 

AUG. 15
North Dakota’s early Canada 

goose season opens statewide 
Sunday, Aug. 15.

This year ’s early season will 
have a daily limit of five Canada 
geese and a possession limit of 10. 
Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset daily. 
Limits and shooting hours are 
different from the regular season, 
as the proposed regular season 
bag limit is three daily and six in 
possession.

Normal licensing requirements 
for the regular season, including 
a federal duck stamp, apply to 
the early season. Nonresidents 
who hunt in Sargent and Richland 
counties during the early season 
may do so without counting 
against their 14-day regular season 
license.

All migratory bird hunters must 
register with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program prior to hunting. 
Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s website (gf.
nd.gov) or instant licensing tele-
phone number (800) 406-6409 can 
easily get HIP certified. Otherwise, 
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hunters can call (888) 634-4798 and 
record the HIP number on their 
fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate. Those who registered 
to hunt the spring light goose sea-
son in North Dakota do not have 
to register with HIP again, as it is 
required only once per year.

Waterfowl rest areas, closed to 
hunting during the regular season, 
will be open during the early sea-
son. Most land in these rest areas 
is private, so hunters may need 
permission to hunt.

The early hunting season is 
intended to reduce local Canada 
goose numbers. Despite liberal-
ized seasons the past several 
years, the statewide population 
remains high, with numbers well 
above population goals. The large 
population has resulted in in-
creased reports from landowners 
concerning depredation on crops 
and nuisance problems.

During the past decade, hunters 
have been able to take advantage 
of longer Canada goose hunt-
ing seasons, large bag limits and 
expanded shooting hours. While 
these strategies have increased 
harvest considerably, the popu-
lation remains above objective 
levels.

For additional information and 
regulations, hunters should refer 
to the Game and Fish Department 
website.

DUCK BROOD INDEx UP 
FROM LAST YEAR

North Dakota’s 2010 fall duck 
flight is expected to be up 20 per-
cent from last year.

Mike Johnson, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department game 
management section leader, said 
the fall flight estimate is a combi-
nation of the breeding duck survey 
and the brood survey.

Results from the May breeding 
duck survey indicated the duck 
index was up 12 percent from 2009 
and exceeded the long-term aver-
age by 107 percent.

Water conditions in May were up 
5 percent from 2009 and 76 percent 
from the long-term average.

The mid-July waterfowl produc-
tion survey revealed the duck 
brood index was up 14 percent 
from 2009 and 63 percent above 
the long-term average. Average 
brood size was 6.7 ducklings, 
down 0.4 from last year. The long-
term average is 7.1 ducklings per 
brood.

The water index in mid-July was 
down 14 percent from last year, 
but still 28 percent above the long-
term average.

The index does not count ev-
ery water body or duckling in 
the state. Instead, representa-
tive transects across the state are 
sampled each year. Over time, 
survey results provide biologists 
with trend information that allows 
annual comparisons of waterfowl 
production in the state.

2009 SHARP-TAILED 
GROUSE AND HUNGAR-

IAN PARTRIDGE SEASONS 
SUMMARIzED

Not as many sharp-tailed grouse 
and Hungarian partridge hunters 
in the field meant fewer birds in 
the bag in 2009.

Last fall’s sharptail harvest was 
85,700, down 29 percent from 
121,100 in 2008. Total number of 
hunters decreased 25 percent to 
26,600 (18,600 residents, 8,000 non-
residents), compared to 35,400 in 
2008. Birds per hunter decreased 
from 3.4 to 3.2, and each hunter 
spent an average of 4.6 days in 
the field.

Counties with the highest per-
centage of sharptails bagged by 

resident hunters were Bottineau, 
Ward and Williams. Top counties 
for nonresident hunters were Di-
vide, Stutsman and Kidder.

Last season’s partridge harvest 
was 64,000, down 35 percent from 
98,500 in 2008. Number of hunters 
was down 26 percent to 21,200 
(15,200 residents, 6,000 nonresi-
dents), compared to 28,800 in 2008. 
Birds per hunter decreased from 
3.4 to 3, and each hunter spent an 
average of 5 days afield.

Counties with highest percent-
age of partridge taken by resident 
hunters in 2009 were Ward, Bot-
tineau and Williams. Top coun-
ties for nonresident hunters were 
Mountrail, Divide and Burke.

Statistics are based on a survey 
of resident and nonresident hunt-
ers.

HIP CERTIFICATION RE-
qUIRED FOR MIGRATORY 

BIRD HUNTERS
With the opening day of early 

Canada goose season set for Aug. 
15, migratory game bird hunters 
are reminded to register with the 
Harvest Information Program pri-
or to hunting in North Dakota.

HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunting 
ducks, geese, swans, mergansers, 
coots, cranes, snipe, doves or 
woodcock.

Hunter compliance is essential 
in order to obtain reliable national 
and regional estimates of annual 
harvest of all migratory game bird 
species. These estimates provide 
information biologists need to 
make sound decisions concerning 
hunting seasons, bag limits and 
population management.

Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s electronic 
licensing system (gf.nd.gov) or in-
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stant licensing telephone number 
at (800) 406-6409 can easily get HIP 
certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or call 
(888) 634-4798 and record the HIP 
number on their fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate.

Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year. However, 
hunters must HIP register in each 
state for which they are licensed 
before hunting migratory game 
birds.

SOUTH DAKOTA
SOUTH DAKOTA ANNUAL 

PHEASANT SURVEY UN-
DERWAY

It’s not always easy to make a 
connection between the dog days 
of August and South Dakota’s an-
nual pheasant hunting season, but 
the Game, Fish and Parks Depart-
ment does that in a very big way 
with its annual pheasant brood 
route survey.

GFP staff survey 110 established 
routes from late July through 
mid-August to compare the ob-
served number of roosters, hens 
and pheasant broods. The survey, 
conducted annually since 1949, is 
used to develop a comparison of 
pheasants-per-mile counts within 
specific areas surveys from previ-
ous years.

“We will run each of these routes 
at least once in the next three 
weeks when the counting condi-
tions are ideal,” said Travis Runia, 
GFPâ€™s senior upland game 
biologist. “The results from this 
survey give our biologists excel-
lent historical data as part of our 
pheasant population monitoring, 

and more importantly, give hunt-
ers a glimpse at what they should 
expect when they take to the fields 
this autumn.”

GFP staff drive the designated 
routes early in the morning. Pheas-
ants gather along roadsides at that 
time to feed, gather grit to help 
digest food, and dry the morning 
dew from their feathers.

Runia said the brood route sur-
vey would be completed around 
Aug. 15, and it will take about 
two weeks after that to analyze 
data and present a report on the 
survey results. GFP will provide 
a pre-season, pheasants-per-mile 
index for each area and an overall 
average for the combined surveys 
at the end of August.

“This survey has proven to be a 
very good indicator of trends in 
pheasant numbers,” Runia said. 
“We are able to get a sense for 
what our pheasant numbers are 
doing based on route comparisons 
from last year and over a 10-year 
average.”

The 2009 brood route survey 
indicated that the South Dakota 
pheasant population had declined 
26 percent from the 2008 observa-
tion. However, 2007 and 2008 pro-
duced two of the highest pheasant 
counts in more than 40 years. The 
2009 survey was 13 percent higher 
than the 10-year average and was 
the fourth highest count per mile 
in the past 45 years.

GFP will post survey informa-
tion online at www.gfp.sd.gov 
when available (approximately 
Sept. 1).

GENERAL CRP SIGN-UP 
RETURNS

Beginning, Aug. 2, South Da-
kota agricultural producers could 
submit bids to place their land in 
the general Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP).The last general 

accepting to enroll cropland na-
tionwide in CRP until Aug. 27.

This year marks the 25th an-
niversary of CRP, which pays 
agricultural producers to establish 
resource conserving vegetative 
cover on their cropland for 10 to 
15 years to benefit water quality, 
reduce soil erosion, and provide 
wildlife habitat.

CRP has played an important 
role in recent record-high pheasant 
populations in South Dakota.

“The undisturbed nesting habitat 
that CRP provides is vitally impor-
tant for pheasants and other grass-
land nesting bird production,” 
said Travis Runia, GFP upland 
game biologist.

South Dakota producers who 
would like to place their land in 
CRP will be competing against pro-
ducers across the United States.Â 
CRP offers are ranked, based on 
an Environmental Benefits Index 
(EBI) score.Â The EBI is based on 
the benefits a piece of land will 
offer for wildlife habitat, water 
quality, soil erosion, air quality, 
benefits that will last longer than 
the CRP contract, and cost.

Here are five things you 
can do to improve your 

EBI score:
1.Â  The most important thing 

is to choose a higher diversity 
mix of native species to get the 
maximum 50 points.Â CP25 (rare 
and declining habitat), CP4D (five 
species native mix for wildlife 
habitat), or CP2 (native five spe-
cies mix) score 50 points.Â  CP25 
may cost more, but also gains an 
additional 25 points for enduring 
benefits and five points for carbon 
sequestration.

2.Â  If you have an existing stand 
of grass that is composed of one 
species of grass, upgrade it to a 


