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shouts but lots of praise when 
the proper response to the sit 
command is solicited. That’s 
the secret to winning the coop-
eration and obedience of even a 
toddler. This early start applies 
to spaniels and retrievers, who 
are constantly “operated” from 
a sitting position once their a 
field matters are instilled. 

In most instances, when 
pointing breeds are being 
trained, the amateur trainer 
would be better off to scratch, 
“Sit!” off his list of commands. 
Should there be a good reason 
for teaching a pointer to sit, it’s 
preferable to delay this drill 
until the dog understands and 
responds virtually without fail 
the command “Whoa!” This 
might not be until a dog is 18 to 
24 months of age. Whoa means, 
“stop in your tracks and stay 
there or you are in trouble” 
and is vital in staunching and 
steadying a pointing dog. 

(A staunch pointer holds an 
establish point until the bird is 
flushed by the hunter. A steady 
pointer remains stationary 
while the bird flushes and until 
the shooting is over, going in 
to retrieve on hits, or moving 
when the shots are missed, only 
when released from his stand 
by the hunter’s command. Put-
ting these manners on a dog in 
the traditional way requires not 
only restraint but considerable 
stroking and rubbing to reas-
sure, praise and style up a dog 
“holding” his birds and dis-
playing intense interest while 
pointing properly.) 

As they should, many dog 

owners want to do a bit of pre-
liminary work themselves. This 
socializing and starting a pup 
on some of his basics may help 
them decide whether or not to 
send a youngster out for some 
professional training. If there 
is a pro in your pup’s future, 
definitely skip the sit business. 
That will save you money when 
the trainer doesn’t have to fid-
dle with the dog 
to overcome a 
learned response 
(“put my butt 
on the ground”) 
when touched on 
the hindquarter 
or back. 

No one wants 
birds “pointed” 
by a dog with 
his butt stuck to 
the ground, tail 
swishing happily 
because he’s in-
terpreted a touch 
as a reminder to sit and thinks 
he’ll be praised for complying. 
A lot of time that could be bet-
ter used otherwise has to be 
spent re-standing such a dog, 
something the dog would just 
as soon do without. There’s 
always risk when disciplining 
a dog around birds that he’ll 
associate unpleasantness with 
game and become a subtle or 
blatant blinker (avoiding birds 
he knows are there.) 

Should your bird dog’s role 
in life be strictly hunting or field 
trialing, there’s no cogent rea-
son for even bothering to teach 
him to sit. “Whoa!” will anchor 
him, standing up, any time, any 
place. But if your pointing dog 

is to be a companion as well, 
eliciting a sit response is a use-
ful accomplishment. But wait 
until you have him “broke” on 
birds or get him back after his 
stint with the pro. 

However, within the point-
ing dog category are the “ver-
satile” gun dogs from the Euro-
pean continent, originally and 

to  some ex-
tent still bred 
as multipur-
pose hunters 
and compan-
ions. Among 
other things, 
the Continen-
tal  point ing 
breeds may be 
expected to do 
non-slip water-
fowl or dove 
r e t r i e v i n g , 
which man-
dates a staidly 
seated fetcher 

of birds, along with the finding 
and pointing of upland game. 
Owners and trainers of point-
er/retrievers utilized to “hunt 
everything”, may by choice or 
necessity start their sit training 
for earlier. But less devoted, 
more casual hunters usually 
are better off if they opt for a 
delay until other, more vital, 
responses are instilled. 

Returning to the simple 
mechanics, once you’ve held 
him steady with your hand on 
his chest and press down on 
his hips with the other hand so 
he assumes the sitting position, 
tell him he’s a good boy, pet 
him if you like and when you 
remove your hands when he 


