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stant licensing telephone number 
at (800) 406-6409 can easily get HIP 
certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or call 
(888) 634-4798 and record the HIP 
number on their fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate.

Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year. However, 
hunters must HIP register in each 
state for which they are licensed 
before hunting migratory game 
birds.

South Dakota
South Dakota annual 

PheaSant Survey un-
Derway

It’s not always easy to make a 
connection between the dog days 
of August and South Dakota’s an-
nual pheasant hunting season, but 
the Game, Fish and Parks Depart-
ment does that in a very big way 
with its annual pheasant brood 
route survey.

GFP staff survey 110 established 
routes from late July through 
mid-August to compare the ob-
served number of roosters, hens 
and pheasant broods. The survey, 
conducted annually since 1949, is 
used to develop a comparison of 
pheasants-per-mile counts within 
specific areas surveys from previ-
ous years.

“We will run each of these routes 
at least once in the next three 
weeks when the counting condi-
tions are ideal,” said Travis Runia, 
GFPâ€™s senior upland game 
biologist. “The results from this 
survey give our biologists excel-
lent historical data as part of our 
pheasant population monitoring, 

and more importantly, give hunt-
ers a glimpse at what they should 
expect when they take to the fields 
this autumn.”

GFP staff drive the designated 
routes early in the morning. Pheas-
ants gather along roadsides at that 
time to feed, gather grit to help 
digest food, and dry the morning 
dew from their feathers.

Runia said the brood route sur-
vey would be completed around 
Aug. 15, and it will take about 
two weeks after that to analyze 
data and present a report on the 
survey results. GFP will provide 
a pre-season, pheasants-per-mile 
index for each area and an overall 
average for the combined surveys 
at the end of August.

“This survey has proven to be a 
very good indicator of trends in 
pheasant numbers,” Runia said. 
“We are able to get a sense for 
what our pheasant numbers are 
doing based on route comparisons 
from last year and over a 10-year 
average.”

The 2009 brood route survey 
indicated that the South Dakota 
pheasant population had declined 
26 percent from the 2008 observa-
tion. However, 2007 and 2008 pro-
duced two of the highest pheasant 
counts in more than 40 years. The 
2009 survey was 13 percent higher 
than the 10-year average and was 
the fourth highest count per mile 
in the past 45 years.

GFP will post survey informa-
tion online at www.gfp.sd.gov 
when available (approximately 
Sept. 1).

General CrP SiGn-uP 
returnS

Beginning, Aug. 2, South Da-
kota agricultural producers could 
submit bids to place their land in 
the general Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP).The last general 

accepting to enroll cropland na-
tionwide in CRP until Aug. 27.

This year marks the 25th an-
niversary of CRP, which pays 
agricultural producers to establish 
resource conserving vegetative 
cover on their cropland for 10 to 
15 years to benefit water quality, 
reduce soil erosion, and provide 
wildlife habitat.

CRP has played an important 
role in recent record-high pheasant 
populations in South Dakota.

“The undisturbed nesting habitat 
that CRP provides is vitally impor-
tant for pheasants and other grass-
land nesting bird production,” 
said Travis Runia, GFP upland 
game biologist.

South Dakota producers who 
would like to place their land in 
CRP will be competing against pro-
ducers across the United States.Â 
CRP offers are ranked, based on 
an Environmental Benefits Index 
(EBI) score.Â The EBI is based on 
the benefits a piece of land will 
offer for wildlife habitat, water 
quality, soil erosion, air quality, 
benefits that will last longer than 
the CRP contract, and cost.

Here are five things you 
can do to improve your 

EBI score:
1.Â  The most important thing 

is to choose a higher diversity 
mix of native species to get the 
maximum 50 points.Â CP25 (rare 
and declining habitat), CP4D (five 
species native mix for wildlife 
habitat), or CP2 (native five spe-
cies mix) score 50 points.Â  CP25 
may cost more, but also gains an 
additional 25 points for enduring 
benefits and five points for carbon 
sequestration.

2.Â  If you have an existing stand 
of grass that is composed of one 
species of grass, upgrade it to a 


