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hunters can call (888) 634-4798 and 
record the HIP number on their 
fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate. Those who registered 
to hunt the spring light goose sea-
son in North Dakota do not have 
to register with HIP again, as it is 
required only once per year.

Waterfowl rest areas, closed to 
hunting during the regular season, 
will be open during the early sea-
son. Most land in these rest areas 
is private, so hunters may need 
permission to hunt.

The early hunting season is 
intended to reduce local Canada 
goose numbers. Despite liberal-
ized seasons the past several 
years, the statewide population 
remains high, with numbers well 
above population goals. The large 
population has resulted in in-
creased reports from landowners 
concerning depredation on crops 
and nuisance problems.

During the past decade, hunters 
have been able to take advantage 
of longer Canada goose hunt-
ing seasons, large bag limits and 
expanded shooting hours. While 
these strategies have increased 
harvest considerably, the popu-
lation remains above objective 
levels.

For additional information and 
regulations, hunters should refer 
to the Game and Fish Department 
website.

Duck BrooD InDex up 
from Last Year

North Dakota’s 2010 fall duck 
flight is expected to be up 20 per-
cent from last year.

Mike Johnson, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department game 
management section leader, said 
the fall flight estimate is a combi-
nation of the breeding duck survey 
and the brood survey.

Results from the May breeding 
duck survey indicated the duck 
index was up 12 percent from 2009 
and exceeded the long-term aver-
age by 107 percent.

Water conditions in May were up 
5 percent from 2009 and 76 percent 
from the long-term average.

The mid-July waterfowl produc-
tion survey revealed the duck 
brood index was up 14 percent 
from 2009 and 63 percent above 
the long-term average. Average 
brood size was 6.7 ducklings, 
down 0.4 from last year. The long-
term average is 7.1 ducklings per 
brood.

The water index in mid-July was 
down 14 percent from last year, 
but still 28 percent above the long-
term average.

The index does not count ev-
ery water body or duckling in 
the state. Instead, representa-
tive transects across the state are 
sampled each year. Over time, 
survey results provide biologists 
with trend information that allows 
annual comparisons of waterfowl 
production in the state.

2009 sharp-taILeD 
Grouse anD hunGar-

Ian partrIDGe seasons 
summarIzeD

Not as many sharp-tailed grouse 
and Hungarian partridge hunters 
in the field meant fewer birds in 
the bag in 2009.

Last fall’s sharptail harvest was 
85,700, down 29 percent from 
121,100 in 2008. Total number of 
hunters decreased 25 percent to 
26,600 (18,600 residents, 8,000 non-
residents), compared to 35,400 in 
2008. Birds per hunter decreased 
from 3.4 to 3.2, and each hunter 
spent an average of 4.6 days in 
the field.

Counties with the highest per-
centage of sharptails bagged by 

resident hunters were Bottineau, 
Ward and Williams. Top counties 
for nonresident hunters were Di-
vide, Stutsman and Kidder.

Last season’s partridge harvest 
was 64,000, down 35 percent from 
98,500 in 2008. Number of hunters 
was down 26 percent to 21,200 
(15,200 residents, 6,000 nonresi-
dents), compared to 28,800 in 2008. 
Birds per hunter decreased from 
3.4 to 3, and each hunter spent an 
average of 5 days afield.

Counties with highest percent-
age of partridge taken by resident 
hunters in 2009 were Ward, Bot-
tineau and Williams. Top coun-
ties for nonresident hunters were 
Mountrail, Divide and Burke.

Statistics are based on a survey 
of resident and nonresident hunt-
ers.

hIp certIfIcatIon re-
quIreD for mIGratorY 

BIrD hunters
With the opening day of early 

Canada goose season set for Aug. 
15, migratory game bird hunters 
are reminded to register with the 
Harvest Information Program pri-
or to hunting in North Dakota.

HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunting 
ducks, geese, swans, mergansers, 
coots, cranes, snipe, doves or 
woodcock.

Hunter compliance is essential 
in order to obtain reliable national 
and regional estimates of annual 
harvest of all migratory game bird 
species. These estimates provide 
information biologists need to 
make sound decisions concerning 
hunting seasons, bag limits and 
population management.

Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s electronic 
licensing system (gf.nd.gov) or in-


