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will be available in early Sep-
tember from license vendors and 
county auditors located around 
the state.

Note:  PLOTS maps change fre-
quently as new tracts are added 
and others are removed.  Maps 
on this page are the most current 
available and are updated periodi-
cally to reflect recent changes. 

What to do if you find a discrep-
ancy between the PLOTS Guide 
and conditions on the ground?  If 
you find an area listed as a PLOTS 
tract, but that is not marked with 
yellow triangular PLOTS signs 
from the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department, the department 
suggests that you err on the side 
of caution and avoid entering the 
area until you have checked it out 
with us. 

The Department’s interactive 
maps services site has PLOTS 
maps available in real time

Nonresident hunting 
restriction.

Note:  Nonresidents may not 
hunt on lands owned or leased by 
the North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, including State Wild-
life Management Areas (WMAs) 
and Private Lands Open To Sports-
men (PLOTS), for the first week of 
pheasant season (October 9-15). 
This restriction applies to all types 
of hunting, not just pheasants.  
This restriction does not apply to 
lands owned or managed by other 
state agencies such as state school 
lands, federal lands such as US 
Fish and Wildlife Service Water-
fowl Production Areas (WPAs), or 
to private lands not enrolled in the 
G&F PLOTS program.

2010 Small Game aNd 
Furbearer reGula-

tioNS Set
North Dakota’s 2010 small game 

and furbearer regulations have 

been set and most season struc-
tures and bag limits are similar 
to last year. The only significant 
changes involve closing the prairie 
chicken season and increasing the 
mountain lion quota.

The combination of the past two 
severe winters and wet springs has 
reduced the prairie chicken popu-
lation by up to 50 percent. Spring 
booming counts on leks, an index 
to male abundance, have shown a 
gradual decrease in the number of 
males each spring.

Other small game and waterfowl 
licensing details are similar to last 
year.

Only North Dakota residents are 
permitted to hunt waterfowl from 
Sept. 25 – Oct. 1. Nonresidents will 
be allowed to hunt waterfowl in 
North Dakota beginning Oct. 2. 
Other waterfowl season details 
will be finalized in mid-August 
in the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed to 
hunt on Game and Fish Depart-
ment wildlife management areas 
or conservation PLOTS (Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen) areas 
from Oct. 9-15.

Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2010-11 Small Game 
and Furbearer guides (available 
mid-August) for more details on 
small game and furbearer seasons. 
Waterfowl regulations will be 
available in early September.

Small Game Season Dates and 
Limits Species  O p e n s   
Closes  Daily Limit  Poss Limit

Early Canada Goose  
Aug. 15  Sept. 15 (Sept. 7 
Missouri R. Zone)  5  10

Doves  Sept. 1  Oct. 30  
15  30

Hungarian partridge  
Sept. 11  Jan. 2  3  12

Sharp-tailed grouse  Sept. 11  
Jan. 2  3  12

Ruffed grouse  Sept. 11  
Jan. 2  3  12

Snipe  Sept. 18  Dec. 
5  8  16

Woodcock  Sept. 18  Nov. 
1  3  6

Tundra swan (2,200 lottery)  Oct. 
2  Jan. 2  1  1

Pheasants  Oct. 9  Jan. 2  3  
12

early CaNada GooSe 
SeaSoN opeNS SuNday, 

auG. 15
North Dakota’s early Canada 

goose season opens statewide 
Sunday, Aug. 15.

This year ’s early season will 
have a daily limit of five Canada 
geese and a possession limit of 10. 
Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset daily. 
Limits and shooting hours are 
different from the regular season, 
as the proposed regular season 
bag limit is three daily and six in 
possession.

Normal licensing requirements 
for the regular season, including 
a federal duck stamp, apply to 
the early season. Nonresidents 
who hunt in Sargent and Richland 
counties during the early season 
may do so without counting 
against their 14-day regular season 
license.

All migratory bird hunters must 
register with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program prior to hunting. 
Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s website (gf.
nd.gov) or instant licensing tele-
phone number (800) 406-6409 can 
easily get HIP certified. Otherwise, 


