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except for the Rochester goose 
zone.

Canada goose season dates in the 
Rochester zone will be Saturday, 
Oct. 2, through Tuesday, Dec. 7. 
The season will reopen Thursday, 
Dec. 16, and conclude Sunday, 
Jan. 2.

“The Rochester goose zone will 
use the same boundaries as deer 
permit area 343 so hunters should 
be familiar with that,” Cordts said. 
“During our public input meet-
ings, goose hunters around Roch-
ester wanted to maintain some 
sort of split in the goose season 
but also extend the season a little 
later so this should accommodate 
those desires.”

Early Canada Goose 
Season

The early Canada goose season 
will open statewide on Saturday, 
Sept. 4, and conclude on Wednes-
day, Sept. 22. Bag limits for Canada 
geese will be five per day.

A $4 permit is required for goose 
hunters during the September sea-
son. Permits are available wher-
ever hunting and angling licenses 
are sold and online.

The restriction prohibiting hunt-
ing within 100 yards of surface 
water remains in effect in the 
northwestern Minnesota, Carlos 
Avery Wildlife Management Area 
and an area surrounding Swan 
Lake in Nicollet County.

Early season goose hunters 
should consult the 2010 Waterfowl 
Hunting Regulations Supplement 
for details.

Youth havE until auG. 
16 to applY for SEptEm-

bEr watErfowl hunt
Youth 12-15 who want to experi-

ence waterfowl hunting can apply 

to be one of 65 participants in this 
year’s youth waterfowl hunt on 
Saturday, Sept. 18.

The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) has 
teamed up with Ducks Unlimited, 
the national wildlife refuge sys-
tem, and the Minnesota Horse and 
Hunt Club to provide youth with 
hands-on education and outdoors 
experiences in northwestern and 
western Minnesota as well as the 
southern Twin Cities metropolitan 
area.

The hunt occurs on Youth Water-
fowl Day, a specially designated 
day during which any adult can 
take any youth 15 and younger 
waterfowl hunting. Only youth 
may hunt.

Youth 12-15 who have earned 
a firearms safety certificate have 
until Monday, Aug. 16 to apply 
for the one-day hunt, which re-
quires that a parent or guardian 
accompany the youth at all times 
during orientation, education and 
field sessions. Participants will be 
selected by lottery.

Paired mentors will do more 
than take a youth and a guardian 
into the field for a Saturday morn-
ing hunt. They’ll take time before 
hand to sit down with youth and 
the guardian to discuss the impor-
tance and necessity of habitat as 
well as explain and demonstrate 
waterfowl hunting safety, tech-
niques and skills.

Youth and guardians will con-
nect with mentors on Friday to 
prepare for hunts at Hamden 
Slough near Detroit Lakes, Mor-
ris Wildlife Production Area near 
Morris, Agassiz/Thief Lake Ref-
uge near Thief River Falls and 
several locations south of the Twin 
Cities metropolitan area.

“Youth gain so much from this 
weekend experience,” said Mike 
Kurre, DNR mentoring program 

coordinator. “Walking out to the 
blind early Saturday morning to 
hunt is the final activity that lets 
a youth practice all that’s been 
learned along the way.”

frEE liCEnSE now rE-
quirEd for Small 

GamE huntErS YounG-
Er than 16

Youth younger than 16 must 
obtain a free license to hunt small 
game this fall, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR). Although 
the license is free, it is subject to a 
nominal vendor service charge.

The new license requirement, 
mandated by the Legislature in 
2008, affects a number of popular 
game species including squirrel, 
rabbit, grouse, pheasant and wa-
terfowl. Youth also must satisfy 
all requirements related to hunter 
education and firearms safety.

Small game season opens Satur-
day, Sept. 18. Free youth licenses 
are available online at and at the 
DNR License Center, 500 Lafayette 
Road in St. Paul.

The new youth small game hunt-
ing licenses also are available at 
DNR license agents across Min-
nesota. License agents are allowed 
to charge a 50-cent fee for any free 
license or permit.

Youth licenses are available 
via phone at 888-665-4236 but a 
nominal customer service fee will 
be charged

north dakota
2010 plotS GuidE

The annual PLOTS guide locates 
lands open to hunting through 
agreements between the Depart-
ment and private landowners, as 
well as public lands such as wild-
life management and waterfowl 
production areas. Printed guides 


