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association for the firearms in-
dustry - hailed today’s United 
States Supreme Court 5-4 deci-
sion written by Justice Alito that 
ruled the individual right to keep 
and bear arms protected by the 
Second Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution applies to the states 
and local government.

“Today’s ruling is a victory for 
freedom and liberty,” said NSSF 
President Stephen L. Sanetti. “All 
law-abiding Americans, no mat-
ter whether they live in a big city 
like Chicago or in rural Wyoming, 
have the same Second Amend-
ment right to keep and bear arms. 
Constitutional rights don’t stop 
at state or city borders. Cities like 
Chicago and New York and states 
like California must now respect 
the Second Amendment.”

The case before the Court, 
McDonald v. City of Chicago, 
was filed in 2008 a day after 
the Supreme Court’s landmark 
decision in District of Columbia 
v. Heller -- in which the high 
court reaffirmed that the Second 
Amendment protects an “indi-
vidual” right to keep and bear 
arms. The Heller decision, how-
ever, did not reach the question 
of whether the Second Amend-
ment also applied to the states.

Immediately after Heller, 
several Chicago residents includ-
ing retired maintenance worker 
Otis McDonald filed a federal 
lawsuit challenging the city’s 
long-standing gun ban. The Chi-
cago-based federal courts ruled 
that the Second Amendment did 
not apply to the states and local 
governments, setting the stage 
for the Supreme Court to decide 
the question it left unanswered 
in its Heller decision.

“Today’s decision marks the 

beginning of a new era of civil 
rights litigation as laws and regu-
lations that infringe upon and 
violate the individual right of 
law-abiding Americans to keep 
and bear arms, protected by the 
Second Amendment, are chal-
lenged,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “As the 
trade association for America’s 
firearms industry, our members 
make the products through 
which our Second Amendment 
rights are realized. Just as the 
First Amendment protects and 
shields newspapers and media, 
the Second Amendment secures 
constitutional protections for our 
industry.”

NSSF filed an amicus curiae 
brief on behalf of McDonald.

For more information and 
commentary on today’s ruling, 
please visit: WWW.NSSF.ORG.

Gun Shows
NSSF represents federally 

licensed firearms manufactur-
ers, distributors and dealers; 
therefore, our members must 
follow the same regulations 
and procedures (i.e. conducting 
criminal background checks) 
when at gun shows as they 
would at their own places of 
business.

Claim: There is a gun 
show “loophole”

Fact: There is nothing you 
can do inside a gun show that 
you cannot do outside a gun 
show. If you are a licensed 
firearms dealer, you must run 
a federal background check on 
any individual you sell a firearm 
to. If you do not regularly sell 
firearms, you do not need to run 

a background check – whether at 
a gun show or anywhere else.

Fact: The firearms industry 
has never opposed an instant 
background check requirement 
for all firearms sold at gun 
shows.

Claim: Criminals get 
their guns at gun shows

Fact: According to a No-
vember 2001 Study by the Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics of state 
and federal prison inmates, less 
than one percent (0.7) of crimi-
nals acquire their guns from 
gun shows.

Claim: The firearms 
industry doesn’t support 

background checks at 
gun shows

Fact: While there is nothing 
you can do inside a gun show 
that you can’t do outside a gun 
show, the firearms industry has 
never opposed instant back-
ground checks at these events. 
The reason why this has not 
come to pass is that anti-gun 
legislators do not support an 
instant check. They, along with 
the gun-ban lobby, have tried 
to incorporate waiting periods 
for all buyers at gun shows. 
Such an action is not only un-
necessary, as the FBI National 
Instant Check System would 
require only seconds to conduct 
a federal background check, but 
must be considered a de facto 
ban as implementing a five-day 
waiting period for a two-day 
gun show is impossible.


