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ing evidence to support that immunity trig-
gered by some vaccines provides protection 
beyond one year while the immunity trig-
gered by other vaccines may fail to protect 
for a full year. Consequently, one vaccination 
schedule will not work well for all pets. Your 
veterinarian will determine a vaccination 
schedule most appropriate for your pet.

What are antibody titers, and do 
they replace vaccinations?

Antibody titers are blood tests that mea-
sure the amount of antibodies in the blood. 
Following exposure to a disease-causing 
organism (such as a virus) or a vaccine, the 
body generates antibodies that help to de-
stroy the organism and prevent or minimize 
illness if the body is exposed to the same 
organism again.

Antibody titers do not replace vaccination 
programs, but in some instances may help 
your veterinarian determine if your pet has a 
reasonable expectation of protection against 
disease. However, there are only a limited 
number of disease-causing organisms for 
which antibody titers can suggest your pet’s 
level of protection, and those antibody tests 
have limitations. Consequently, a higher an-
tibody titer does not necessarily mean your 
pet will be protected if exposed to the disease, 
and a lower titer may not mean your pet’s 
protection is lacking.

A final thought
Many factors are taken into consideration 

when establishing a pet’s vaccination plan. 
Your veterinarian will tailor a program of 
vaccinations and patient health care that will 
help your pet maintain a lifetime of infectious 
disease protection.

This information has been prepared as a 
service by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association. Redistribution is acceptable, 
but the document’s original content and 
format must be maintained, and its source 
must be prominently identified.


