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Five years ago this  
weekend, Hurricane  
Katrina slammed into 

southern Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi, devastating the City 
of New Orleans, killing hun-
dreds of people and setting the 
stage for an outrage that still 
angers American gun rights 
advocates.

In the days after Katrina 
hammered New Orleans and 
adjacent St. Tammany Parrish, 
an order was issued that only 
police would be allowed to 
have guns. Law enforcement 
personnel from various other 
states, as far away as New York 
and California, along with 
National Guard troops came 
in to help restore order. In the 
process, many citizens’ firearms 
were seized, sometimes at gun-
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point, and invariably with the 
use of intimidation.

Into this mess stepped the 
Second Amendment Founda-
tion and National Rifle Asso-
ciation – and nobody else – to 
put a stop to the seizures, and 
a federal court judge quickly 
took action. The incident that 
crystallized this fiasco was the 
confrontation between New 
Orleans resident Patricia Konie 
and a group of California High-
way Patrol officers that was 
captured on camera by a San 
Francisco film crew.

Konie did not want to leave 
her home and her pets, she was 
in an area left high and compar-
atively dry, she had plenty of 
food and water, and she had an 
old Colt double-action revolver, 

which she showed to the cops 
to demonstrate that she would 
be safe. What happened next 
left the firearms community fu-
riously insisting that Konie was 
safe from everyone but the cops 
who body-slammed her to the 
floor of her own kitchen, then 
led her out of her home, both 
arms held by officers. Her gun 
was never recovered.

Bellevue’s Alan Gottlieb, 
executive vice president and 
founder of SAF, was astonished 
when New Orleans police offi-
cials announced, “No one will 
be armed, we’re going to take 
all the weapons.” His reaction 
at the time: “They can’t do 
that!”

An ABC news report noted 
that often after their guns were 
seized, residents were allowed 
to remain in their homes, even 
though the whole escapade was 
premised on the notion that citi-
zens were being “encouraged” 
to evacuate.

Five years, and to this day, 
nobody has been held account-
able for that gun seizure order. 
Gordon Hutchinson and Todd 
Masson collaborated on a book, 
The Great New Orleans Gun 
Grab – Descent Into Anarchy, 
which detailed the confiscation 
effort.

The other day, Gottlieb re-
called that the cooperative 
lawsuit was a sensible move 
because both organizations 
immediately took action inde-
pendent of one another, and 
when each learned what the 
other was up to, it seemed the 
logical decision to join forces 
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