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choose the wrong one, give 
a normal tone no tug on the 
check cord stopping them from 
retrieving the wrong dummy. 
Place them back on the pitcher 
mound and throw the extra 
dummy that you have to the 
proper base and send the dog. 
Continue to drill this until you 
can get the dog to pickup all 
the dummies around the bases 
at random selection.

Step three we now can set 
out three distinct piles of dum-
mies. A minimum of three dif-
ferent colored dummies per pile, 
get your spaniel and randomly 
cast as you desire to pick up all 
the dummies. Some spaniels 
will get confused as to which 
dummy in the pile to pick up. 
We can help them with this by 

separating 
the dum-
mies two 
feet away 
from each 
other. Do 
not make 
an  i s sue 
i f  t h e y 
s w i t c h -
ing at the 
d u m m y 
pi le  jus t 
encourage 
a retrieve. 
We want 
t h e m  t o 
s t a y  f o -
cused on 
p r o p e r 
hand cast 
not wor-
r i e d  a s 
to which 
dummy in 
the pile is 

to be pick up first! They will 
become quick on their pickups 
at the dummy pile as they gain 
in confidence.

 Help them when they get 
confused by again stopping 
them and throwing a dummy to 
the proper pile and send for the 
retrieve. Now you will find that 
some dogs will have a problem 
say with a left hand over or 
maybe the back command. Sim-
ply do a few extra drills of the 
weak cast for the spaniel and 
try to end the session on that 
weak cast being completed. 

Now you can start to extend 
your casts by moving you piles 
further away from the pitcher 
mound. You now are well on 
your way to your dog taking a 

cast during the blind retrieve. 
However do not attempt to 
handle your dog on anything 
other than the above yard work. 
This is only one small piece to 
the puzzle. Next month I will 
address the lining drills. Enjoy 
your Spaniels they are a won-
derful gift!
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