
Aug/Sept 2010                                                 Now in our nineenth year                                                                     www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

16

for a marked retrieve. This 
will be the most difficult thing 
to maintain through out this 
stage of training. Once we have 
developed proper attitude and 
desire. The spaniel will work 
very hard to “please” and take 
their cast with enthusiasm and 
intent. 

Lining will be taught to get 
the spaniel to take a good initial 
line in the direction of the blind 
bird. Stopping is incorporated 
to stop the spaniel once they 
have drifted off the initial line. 
Finally casting will be taught 
to get the spaniel back onto his 
proper line and finally down 
wind of the blind bird.

Teaching blinds for the 
Spaniel will naturally differ 
from the way that Retrievers 
are taught. Our goal is to assist 
by handling the spaniel into 
the fall area down wind of the 
bird. Once there, the Spaniel 
shall quest for the fallen bird 
by showing noise to locate the 
game and finally returning with 
the retrieve. 

The training equipment that 
will be needed one dozen white, 

one dozen orange, one dozen 
black retrieving dummies, 30 
foot check cord, a retriever style 
whistle, one dozen or so small 
surveyors flags and naturally 
birds. Locate a spot in you area 
where you can set up training 
concepts and leave the area set 
up to return to daily while you 
are schooling. You will need an 
area that has relatively no cover 
to start. Even-
tually you will 
like to find ad-
ditional areas 
that will offers 
many different 
cover changes 
for the f inal 
polish.

Before we 
get started your 
Spaniel must 
have several 
bas ic  th ings 
well schooled 
in advance to 
start ing this 
form of train-
ing! They must not have any 
retrieving issues what so ever. 
They should find, pick up and 
deliver all retrieving tools used 

whether it is dummies or birds. 
Basic obedience must be com-
pletely engrained Hup, here, 
heel and no must be obeyed 
at all times. The spaniel also 
should be steady to dummies 
being thrown and only retrieve 
when sent. Also the spaniel 
should stop reliably on the 
whistle.

 We start to teach beginning 
stages of three 
handed casting. 
The lining drills 
can be done at 
the same time if 
you wish. How-
ever you will 
need two sepa-
rate areas to do 
this in. This col-
umn will cov-
er basic three-
hand casting. 
Next column I 
will review the 
lining concepts. 
As I mentioned 
above find your-

self a field that has little to no 
cover. The field should be a 
minimum of one hundred + 
yards long and at least sixty 
yard wide. 

Ok first before we start with 
the dog-training let us first start 
with you the teacher! Stand in 
front of a mirror and practice 
your hand casting signals. We 
must make sure that you are 
sending the proper hand signal 
to the spaniel and not confus-
ing them! Remember the final 
stages of schooling your dog 
can be as far as one hundred 
+ yards away. You must give 
clear solid hand signs to get the 


