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average in 2008. There should be 
similar or slightly better hunting 
opportunities for dusky grouse 
this fall. 

Spruce grouse, which inhabit 
western Montana primarily, hatch 
in late June and early July, giv-
ing them a weather advantage. 
Northrup said average to above 
average spruce grouse numbers 
are likely. 
Southwestern and South 

Central Montana 
In southwestern and south cen-

tral Montana, mountain grouse 
experienced cold, wet periods 
in early and mid-June that may 
have affected the hatch and young 
broods. 

Ruffed grouse begin to hatch in 
early June, followed in a week or 
two by dusky grouse. 

“Last year’s harvest of ruffed 
and dusky grouse was about aver-
age in these areas, and it appears 
we’ll see average or below aver-
age numbers this year,” Northrup 
said. 

Northeastern Montana 
Northrup said a severe, pro-

longed winter in northeastern 
Montana may have suppressed 
prairie game bird numbers. Al-
though native species like sharp-
tailed grouse are adapted to Mon-
tana’s winter conditions, severe 
winters will affect survival. Sharp-
tailed grouse dancing ground 
counts were down this year in 
the area. 

“Hunters may see fewer upland 
game birds in Daniels, Sheridan, 
and Roosevelt counties than they 
might expect,” Northrup said. 
“This is unfortunate given the av-
erage or above average numbers 
of sharp-tailed grouse and gray 
partridge enjoyed in these coun-
ties in recent years. 

Montana Hi-Line 
Drought conditions have extend-

ed from the east front along the Hi-
Line to North Dakota, particularly 
north of U.S. Highway 2. Drought 
usually results in poorer brood 
survival and lower fall abundance 
for sharp-tails and gray partridge, 
Northrup said. 

“Here hunters can anticipate 
below average numbers of sharp-
tailed grouse and gray partridge, 
but may find better hunting south 
of U.S. Highway 2 in areas that 
received more precipitation,” 
Northrup said. 

Prairie game bird hunting op-
portunities will also be impacted 
by the conversion of CRP fields 
back into grain production. 

“Effective blocks of CRP cover 
still remain, particularly in the 
western and eastern portions of 
the Montana Hi-Line,” Northrup 
said. 

Southeastern Montana 
Sharp-tailed grouse dancing 

ground counts were similar or 
slightly improved from last year in 
southeastern Montana. However, 
a band of rainy weather, extend-
ing from Big Timber to Glendive 
and south to Wyoming, was ac-
companied with near-freezing 
temperatures for a few days in 
early June. As a result, hunters are 
likely to see fewer young sharp-
tailed grouse in some areas but 
there will be good cover over most 
of the region. 

Grouse hunting may be better 
to the north and gray partridge 
populations may also have rode 
out this frosty weather, which oc-
curred prior to hatch. 

Sage Grouse 
Sage-grouse counts across Mon-

tana this spring were improved 
from recent years, but generally 
below average. Cold wet condi-
tions in early June in southern 

Montana likely impacted young 
broods. Northrup predicts below 
average abundance again this year 
in most sage-grouse range. 

Upland Game Bird 
Harvest History 

Interested in the game bird har-
vest in Montana last year com-
pared with the long-term average? 
Here are the stats: 

Statewide harvest by species 20-
year average 2008 estimate 

* Pheasant 129,300 126,913 
* Gray Partridge 46,900 43,219 
* Sharp-tailed grouse 52,900 

50,234 
* Sage grouse 8,300 2,631 
* Dusky grouse 18,800 17,052 
* Ruffed grouse 25,500 22,810 
* Spruce grouse 4,700 4,507
Interestingly, pheasant harvests 

have generally increased since 
1987 with implementation of the 
CRP program in Montana. The 
program funds perennial cover 
plantings in place of crops, pro-
viding effective nesting and hid-
ing cover for pheasants and other 
upland nesting birds. 

Transporting Upland 
Game Birds 

Hunters be aware-
detailed regulations 

apply to transporting 
harvested birds. 

Hunters must leave one, fully-
feathered wing naturally attached 
to any sage grouse, sharp-tailed 
grouse, mountain grouse or par-
tridge transported from where it 
was taken to a permanent resi-
dence. 

In another example, pheasant 
hunters must leave a leg and foot 
naturally attached to any pheasant 
they transport within the state so 
the sex of the bird can be identi-
fied. 
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A bird hunter who leaves game 
birds somewhere for a period of 
time, or who turns them over to 
someone else to transport, must 
tag the birds with the following 
information: 

* hunter’s ALS number 
* hunter’s signature 
* hunter’s address 
* total number of birds by spe-

cies 
* dates birds were killed 
* Youth Waterfowl and 

Pheasant Weekend Sept. 
26-27 Statewide 

 Montana’s young hunters will 
have a special treat Sept. 26-27, the 
weekend of the youth waterfowl 
and pheasant special seasons. 
Legally licensed hunters age 12 
through 15 will be able to hunt 
ducks, mergansers, geese, coots 
and ring-necked pheasants state-
wide on these two days.

 A nonhunting adult at least 18 
years of age must accompany the 
youth hunters in the field dur-
ing these special seasons. The 
bag limit, shooting hours, hunter 
safety requirements and all other 
regulations of the regular pheas-
ant and waterfowl seasons apply. 
The Canyon Ferry WMA is an 
exception to the youth waterfowl 
season in that shooting hours will 
be one-half hour before sunrise to 
noon Sept. 27 and 28. 

 NorTH DakoTa
Pheasant Numbers 

Lowest Since Early 2000s
North Dakota’s roadside pheas-

ant survey conducted in late July 
and August revealed the lowest 
bird count in more than five years, 
and similar to 2002 when 500,000 
roosters were harvested.

Winter mortality due to unusu-
ally harsh weather and lower pro-
duction this summer because of a 
cool, wet spring kept the number 

of young birds down and made 
for lower recruitment of young 
into the fall population, according 
to Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor for the state 
Game and Fish Department.

Total pheasants were down 50 
percent statewide from last year, 
brood observations were down 46 
percent, and average brood size 
was down 13 percent. The final 
summary is the result of 265 runs 
made along 95 brood routes across 
North Dakota.

Kohn said this summer’s brood 
data indicates that the high pheas-
ant numbers of 2004-2008 won’t 
be seen this fall. “Hunters will 
observe fair pheasant numbers 
in areas with better habitat but 
will notice fewer birds overall,” 
Kohn said. “This season is going 
to require more walking and extra 
effort to fill a bag.”

Total pheasants counted in the 
four districts of the state were 
down between 43-60 percent. 
Brood observations - the lowest 
since 2000 - closely resemble the 
number of pheasants seen per 100 
miles. While the average brood 
size is down in all four districts, 
several are comparable to 2008.

“Our poor production the last 
two years may have been the re-
sult of hatching of partial clutches, 
but certainly indicates a good 
amount of renesting attempts by 
hens,” Kohn said. “Renests have 
fewer eggs, and this makes for 
fewer chicks in the brood.”

Statistics from southeastern 
North Dakota indicate 6.7 broods 
and 56 birds per 100 miles were 
observed. The average brood size 
was 4.96. “The southeast took a 
pretty good hit in pheasant mortal-
ity last winter, as both broods and 
number of pheasants observed 
this summer were down 60 per-
cent from last year,” Kohn said. 
“Combine this with late-maturing 

row crops that most likely will be 
standing in October, and hunters 
will have their work cut out for 
any early season success.”

Results from the northwest in-
dicate 6.4 broods and 48 birds per 
100 miles. Average brood size was 
5.3. “Pheasant numbers in this dis-
trict are the lowest since 2000, but 
there will be some local areas with 
good opportunities,” Kohn said.

Observers surveying in the 
southwest counted 15 broods and 
113 birds per 100 miles. The aver-
age brood size was 5.05. “Though 
brood and pheasant numbers are 
down about 40 percent from last 
year, this area will likely have the 
best pheasant numbers in the state, 
albeit well below what hunters 
have seen the last several years,” 
Kohn said.

The 2009 regular pheasant sea-
son opens Oct. 10 and continues 
through Jan. 3, 2010. The two-day 
youth pheasant hunting weekend, 
when legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger can hunt statewide, is set 
for Oct. 3-4.
Youth Waterfowl is Sept. 

19-20
North Dakota’s two-day youth 

waterfowl season is Sept. 19-20. 
Legally licensed resident and non-
resident youth waterfowl hunters 
age 15 and younger may hunt 
ducks, geese, coots and mergan-
sers statewide.

The daily bag limit and species 
restrictions for the youth season 
are the same as for regular duck 
and goose seasons.

Resident and qualifying non-
resident youth waterfowl hunt-
ers must possess a general game 
and habitat license and a fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate. 
(Nonresidents from states that 
do not provide a reciprocal li-
censing agreement for North 
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Dakota residents must purchase 
the entire nonresident waterfowl 
license package.) In addition, all 
youth hunters must be Harvest 
Information Program certified, 
and youth ages 12 and older need 
to have passed a certified hunter 
education course. Hunters age 15 
and younger do not need a federal 
duck stamp.

Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department can easily 
get HIP certified. Otherwise, hunt-
ers must call (888) 634-4798, or log 
on to the Game and Fish website 
at gf.nd.gov, and record the HIP 
number on their fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate.

Shooting hours for the youth 
waterfowl season are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. An 
adult at least 18 years of age must 
accompany the resident youth 
hunter into the field, and a licensed 
adult is required to accompany a 
nonresident youth hunter. The 
two-day weekend hunt does not 
count against a nonresident adult 
hunter’s 14-day regular season 
waterfowl dates.

2009 Waterfowl 
regulations Set

North Dakota’s 2009 waterfowl 
season has been set. Opening day 
for North Dakota residents is Sept. 
26 for ducks, geese, coots and 
mergansers. Nonresidents may 
begin hunting waterfowl in North 
Dakota Oct. 3.

The three-year Hunter’s Choice 
bag limit for duck hunting has 
ended. This year, hunters may 
take six ducks per day with the 
following restrictions: five mal-
lards of which two may be hens, 
three wood ducks, two scaup, two 
redheads, one pintail, one canvas-
back. For ducks, the possession 
limit is twice the daily limit.

designate zones 1 or 2 may hunt 
that zone for only one seven-day 
period during the season. Nonresi-
dent hunters who chose to hunt in 
zone 1 or 2 and wish to use the full 
14 consecutive days allowed, must 
use the other seven days in zone 
3. Hunters in zone 3 can hunt that 
zone the entire 14 days.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed to 
hunt on North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department wildlife manage-
ment areas or conservation PLOTS 
(Private Land Open To Sportsmen) 
areas from Oct. 10-16.

All waterfowl hunters must reg-
ister with the Harvest Information 
Program prior to hunting. Hunt-
ers purchasing a license from the 
Game and Fish Department can 
easily get a HIP number. Other-
wise, hunters must call (888) 634-
4798, or log on to the Game and 
Fish website at gf.nd.gov, provide 
the registration information, and 
record the HIP number on their 
fishing, hunting and furbearer cer-
tificate. Those who HIP registered 
to hunt this spring’s light goose 
season do not have to register 
again, as it is required only once 
per year.

Hunters should refer to the 2009 
North Dakota Waterfowl Hunt-
ing Guide, available in early Sep-
tember, for further details on the 
waterfowl season. 

BoW, Delta Waterfowl 
to Host Waterfowl 

Workshop
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s Becoming an 
Outdoors-Woman program and 
Delta Waterfowl are sponsoring 
a waterfowl hunting workshop 
Sept. 26-27 in Minot.

Saturday’s events will include in-
struction on waterfowl identifica-
tion, firearm safety, hunting with 
decoys and calling birds. Sunday 

The daily limit of five mergan-
sers may include no more than two 
hooded mergansers.

The hunting season for Canada 
geese in the Missouri River zone 
will close Jan. 1, 2010, while the 
remainder of the state will close 
Dec. 24. The season for whitefronts 
closes Dec. 6, while the season on 
light geese is open through Jan. 1, 
2010. Shooting hours for all geese 
are one-half hour before sunrise 
to 1 p.m. each day through Oct. 
31. Beginning Nov. 1, shooting 
hours are extended until 2 p.m. 
each day.

Extended shooting hours for 
all geese are permitted from one-
half hour before sunrise to sunset 
on Saturdays and Wednesdays 
through Nov. 29, and on Satur-
days, Sundays and Wednesdays 
from Dec. 2 through the end of 
each season. 

The daily bag limit for Canada 
geese during the regular season is 
three, with six in possession. The 
daily limit on whitefronts is two 
with four in possession, and light 
goose is 20 daily, with no posses-
sion limit.

The special youth waterfowl 
hunting season is Sept. 19-20. 
Legally licensed residents and 
nonresidents 15 years of age or 
younger can hunt ducks, coots, 
mergansers and geese statewide. 
Youth hunters must have a gen-
eral game and habitat license and 
a fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate. A licensed adult at least 
18 years of age must accompany 
the youth hunter into the field. 
The daily bag limit and species 
restrictions for the youth season 
are the same as for regular duck 
and goose seasons.

Nonresidents have the option 
of buying either a statewide wa-
terfowl license or one with zone 
restrictions. Nonresidents who 
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will feature a mentored hunt, fol-
lowed by cleaning game.

Women interested in partici-
pating in the workshop must 
have a firearms safety certificate, 
2009 hunting license and duck 
stamp. Waders or rubber boots 
are recommended. Shotguns and 
ammunition will be provided if 
necessary.

The workshop is open to the 
first 20 woman ages 18 or older 
to register. The cost is $20, and 
preregistration with payment is 
required.

For more information contact 
Nancy Boldt, North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department, at (701) 328-
6312; or email ndgf@nd.gov.

Registration forms are available 
on the Becoming and Outdoors-
Woman web page.

Grouse and Partridge 
Seasons open Sept. 12
When sharp-tailed grouse and 

Hungarian partridge seasons open 
Sept. 12, hunters should expect to 
see fewer birds in the field when 
compared to the last several years, 
according to Aaron Robinson, up-
land game biologist for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment in Dickinson.

Both bird species were negative-
ly influenced by the severe winter 
and the wet spring, and Robinson 
said the four inches of snow that 
fell in southwestern North Dakota 
on June 6 didn’t help. “Numbers 
look poor compared to the last five 
years,” Robinson said. “Hunters 
should bring their walking shoes 
because they are going to have to 
cover a lot of ground to find pock-
ets of birds.”

Preliminary results from July and 
August roadside counts indicate 
sharp-tailed grouse are down 
from last year nearly 50 percent 
statewide. The number of broods 
observed is down 48 percent and 

the average brood size is about the 
same as in 2008.

Hunters can expect much of the 
same for Hungarian partridge, 
with the statewide population 
down about 65 percent from 2008. 
The number of broods observed 
is down 60 percent, and average 
brood size is down about 7 per-
cent. “We’re not seeing nearly the 
number of adults we have seen, 
and the number of broods is way 
down,” Robinson said.

Ruffed grouse populations tend 
to run in 8-10 year cycles. Stan 
Kohn, Game and Fish Department 
upland game management su-
pervisor in Bismarck, said ruffed 
grouse spring counts have been 
low the last couple of years, but 
2009 saw some major increases in 
the number of birds heard drum-
ming. “This spring, drumming 
counts in the Turtle Mountains 
were up more than 100 percent 
from 2008, while counts in the 
Pembina Hills were up 50 percent,” 
Kohn said. “This might indicate an 
upward swing in the population 
cycle.” The Turtle Mountains in 
Bottineau and Rolette counties 
and the Pembina Hills area of 
Cavalier and Pembina counties 
should provide hunters with the 
best opportunities this fall.

The sage grouse season will re-
main closed in 2009 due to a low 
population.

Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. Sharp-
tails, ruffed grouse and Huns each 
have a daily limit of three and a 
possession limit of 12.

Hunters, regardless of age, must 
have a fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate and general game 
and habitat license. In addition, 
hunters ages 16 and older need a 
small game license.

For further season information 
and regulations, hunters should 
consult the North Dakota 2009-10 
Small Game Hunting Guide. 
PLoTS Guides available 

at Vendors Early 
September

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s Private Land 
Open To Sportsmen Guides can 
be found at most license vendors 
throughout the state in early Sep-
tember.

The PLOTS Guide will be similar 
to 2008 and feature about 1 million 
PLOTS acres. However, because 
the guide is printed in August and 
distributed in early September, 
there will be some PLOTS tracts 
highlighted in the guide that have 
been removed from the program 
since the time of printing. There 
will also be some PLOTS tracts 
that will remain in the program, 
but the habitat and condition of 
the tracts will have changed sig-
nificantly.

To minimize possible confusion, 
the Game and Fish Department 
will update PLOTS map sheets 
weekly on its website at gf.nd.
gov.

Hunters can also view the guide, 
and find a list of vendors where 
guides are available, on the web-
site.

The PLOTS Guide features maps 
highlighting these walk-in areas, 
identified in the field by inverted 
triangular yellow signs, as well as 
other public lands.

The guides are free, and avail-
able at county auditor offices 
and license vendors in the state; 
by walk-in at the Game and Fish 
Department’s Bismarck office; and 
at district offices in Riverdale, Har-
vey (Lonetree), Williston, Dickin-
son, Jamestown and Devils Lake.

The guides are not available to 
mail, so hunters will have to pick 
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one up at a local vendor, or print 
individual maps off the website. 

Dove Season opens 
Sept. 1, Hunters 

reminded of HIP
North Dakota’s dove season 

opens statewide Sept. 1, and hunt-
ers are reminded to register with 
the Harvest Information Program 
prior to hunting.

The daily limit is 15 and posses-
sion limit is 30. Shooting hours 
are 30 minutes before sunrise to 
sunset. The season is open through 
Oct. 30.

All dove hunters must possess 
a fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate and a general game and 
habitat license, regardless of age. 
In addition, hunters ages 16 and 
older need a small game license.

Hunters who purchase a hunting 
license through the state Game 
and Fish Department’s electronic 
licensing system (gf.nd.gov) or in-
stant licensing telephone number 
at (800) 406-6409 can easily get HIP 
certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or call 
(888) 634-4798 and record the HIP 
number on their fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate.

Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year. However, 
hunters must HIP register in each 
state for which they are licensed 
before hunting migratory game 
birds. 

HIP Certification 
required for Migratory 

Bird Hunters
Migratory game bird hunters 

are reminded to register with the 
Harvest Information Program 

prior to hunting in North Dakota 
this fall.

HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunting 
ducks, geese, swans, mergansers, 
coots, cranes, snipe, doves or 
woodcock.

Hunter compliance is essential 
in order to obtain reliable national 
and regional estimates of annual 
harvest of all migratory game bird 
species. These estimates provide 
information biologists need to 
make sound decisions concerning 
hunting seasons, bag limits and 
population management.

Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s electronic 
licensing system (gf.nd.gov) or in-
stant licensing telephone number 
at (800) 406-6409 can easily get HIP 
certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or call 
(888) 634-4798 and record the HIP 
number on their fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate.

Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year. However, 
hunters must HIP register in each 
state for which they are licensed 
before hunting migratory game 
birds.

2009 Small Game and 
Furbearer regulations 

Set
North Dakota’s 2009 small game 

and furbearer regulations have 
been set and season structures and 
bag limits are similar to last year.

The mountain lion season opens 
Sept. 4 and continues through 
March 31, 2010. The season will 
remain the same as last year, with 
a quota of eight lions in Zone 1.

Only North Dakota residents are 
permitted to hunt waterfowl from 
Sept. 26 - Oct. 2. Nonresidents will 
be allowed to hunt waterfowl in 
North Dakota beginning Oct. 3. 
Other waterfowl season details 
will be finalized in mid-August 
in the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed to 
hunt on Game and Fish Depart-
ment wildlife management areas 
or conservation PLOTS (Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen) areas 
from Oct. 10-16.

Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2009-10 Small Game 
and Furbearer guides (available 
mid-August) for more details on 
small game and furbearer seasons. 
Waterfowl regulations will be 
available in late August.

Early Canada Goose 
Season opens aug. 15

An early hunting season intend-
ed to reduce local Canada goose 
numbers in North Dakota opens 
statewide Aug. 15.

Last year was the first time 
the early season opened in mid-
August. Before, opening day 
was Sept. 1. The earlier opener is 
permitted under the framework 
provided by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, which allows 
states to open what is considered 
a “management take” season on 
Canada geese as early as Aug. 1.

Despite liberalized Canada goose 
seasons the past several years, the 
statewide population remains 
high, with numbers well above 
population goals. The growing 
population has resulted in in-
creased reports from landowners 
concerning depredation on crops 
and nuisance problems.

During the past decade, hunters 
have been able to take advantage 
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of longer Canada goose hunting 
seasons, maximum bag limits and 
expanded shooting hours. While 
these strategies have resulted in 
considerable increases in harvest, 
the population remains above ob-
jective levels.

Any Canada goose hunting days 
added in August do not count 
against the 107-day federal frame-
work. Therefore, the mid-August 
opening date does not affect the 
length of the early Canada goose 
or regular waterfowl seasons.

Normal licensing requirements 
for the regular season, including 
a federal duck stamp, apply to 
the early season. Nonresidents 
who hunt in Sargent and Richland 
counties during the early season 
may do so without counting 
against their 14-day regular season 
license.

Sage Grouse Counts 
Low, Season remains 

Closed
Results from North Dakota’s 

spring sage grouse survey indicate 
the number of strutting males ob-
served remains well below man-
agement objectives. Therefore, the 
sage grouse hunting season will 
remain closed in 2009.

A record low 69 males were 
counted on 17 active strutting 
grounds. Last year, 77 males were 
counted on leks in the southwest.

The number of males counted 
on leks each spring has gradually 
declined since 2000. In 2008, spring 
counts dropped dramatically 
throughout North Dakota’s sage 
grouse range. The specific cause 
of the decline was unknown, but 
West Nile virus was suspected. 
There is no indication that hunt-
ing has caused a decline in the 
population.

Management of sage grouse in 
North Dakota has followed a spe-
cific plan developed by a diverse 
group of participants. The plan 
outlines hunting harvest objec-
tives for the species with a recom-
mendation that the hunting season 
close if the spring census indicates 
fewer than 100 males in the popu-
lation. When the spring breeding 
population increases above 100 
males, North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department biologists will 
recommend the season reopen.

Sage grouse are North Dakota’s 
largest native upland game bird. 
They are found in extreme south-
western North Dakota, primarily 
in Bowman and Slope counties. 
Swan Hunt applications 

available
Applications for North Dakota’s 

2009 tundra swan licenses are 
available and the deadline for ap-
plying is Aug. 19 - Apply Online 
or Download and Print an Ap-
plication.

North Dakota residents and 
nonresidents are eligible to ap-
ply. Hunters can print out an ap-
plication for mailing, or submit a 
lottery application online at the 
state Game and Fish Department 
website, gf.nd.gov.

Paper applications will be avail-
able the week of Aug. 3 from Game 
and Fish offices, county auditors 
and license vendors, or by call-
ing (800) 406-6409. A service fee 
is added for license applications 
made by phone.

The statewide tundra swan hunt-
ing season is Oct. 3 - Jan. 3, 2010. A 
total of 2,200 licenses are available. 
Successful applicants will be is-
sued a tag to take one swan during 
the season. Since swans are clas-
sified as waterfowl, nonresidents 
may hunt them only during the 

period their nonresident water-
fowl license is valid.

Prairie Chicken 
applications Due aug. 
12, Licenses reduced in 

South Unit
Prairie grouse applicants are re-

minded to specify which zone they 
intend to hunt when applying for 
the 2009 season. The deadline for 
applying is Aug. 12.

The prairie grouse hunting sea-
son will be held Oct. 10-18 in 
portions of Grand Forks County 
(north unit) and in southeastern 
North Dakota (south unit).

A decline in prairie chickens in 
the southeast has caused North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment biologists to reduce the 
number of licenses available in 
the south unit to 30. A total of 50 
licenses will again be awarded to 
hunters in the north unit.

To apply, hunters need to send 
a postcard with their name, ad-
dress, phone number and choice 
of hunting unit (north or south) 
to Prairie Chicken Application, 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, 100 N. Bismarck Ex-
pressway, Bismarck, N.D. 58501. 
Only North Dakota residents are 
eligible to apply.

Only one application per post-
card and one application per 
hunter is permitted. Successful 
applicants will be notified through 
the mail.

NEBraSka
Nebraskans reminded 

of Hunter Education 
requirement

Nebraska hunters ages 12 
through 29 are reminded they 
must successfully complete a 
hunter education course before 
hunting, depending on the type of 
hunting they will do this fall. 
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Those ages 12 through 29 must 

pass: 
— Firearm Hunter Education 

before hunting with a firearm or 
crossbow. 

— Bowhunter Education before 
hunting deer, antelope, elk, or 
bighorn sheep with a bow and 
arrow. 

In both cases, hunters must carry 
with them while hunting proof 
they have completed a course. 

Alternatives to the above courses 
are the independent study option 
and the Apprentice Hunter Educa-
tion Exemption Certificate. Both 
are for ages 12 through 29. 

The independent study option 
allows participants to study the 
course online, where instructions 
must be followed, at their own 
convenience. It requires the suc-
cessful completion of a field day 
and exam. 

The Apprentice Hunter Educa-
tion Exemption Certificate is de-
signed to give first-time hunters 
an opportunity to try hunting be-
fore deciding to complete hunter 
education. A hunter using this 
certificate must be accompanied 
at all times while hunting. Contact 
the nearest Commission office for 
more information. 

Hunter education classes are 
forming statewide. Go to Out-
doorNebraska.org for more infor-
mation or call the Hunter Educa-
tion Office at (402) 471-5662. 

Teal Hunters to Find 
Good Conditions in West

Teal hunters should find good 
conditions, with water in the small 
playa wetlands of western and 
southwestern Nebraska, according 
to the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission. 

The early teal hunting season is 
Sept. 5-13 in the High Plains Unit 
and Sept. 5-20 in the Low Plains 
Unit. 

The Rainwater Basin area in 
south-central Nebraska still is 
mostly dry. Abundant rainfall in 
late August filled up some basins 
in southern York, northern Clay 
and northern Fillmore counties, 
as well as near the York/Seward 
county line. 

Only a few basins in the western 
Rainwater Basin contain water. 
Remaining portions of the Basin 
are very dry, with little or no water 
in wetlands. 

Some teal have been observed, 
but reports on teal numbers have 
been inconsistent with the number 
of birds being observed. Some 
areas with abundant water are 
holding ducks, but others are not. 
Excellent water conditions in the 
Dakotas may be holding teal lon-
ger than anticipated. 

The Commission is not planning 
any wetland pumping for the teal 
season. 

The daily bag limit for teal is four 
in aggregate (blue-winged, green-
winged and cinnamon teal), while 
the possession limit is eight. 

Permits may be purchased at 
Commission offices or OutdoorNe-
braska.org. Teal hunters also will 
need a Harvest Information Pro-
gram number from nehip.com. 
Dove Hunters asked to 

report Leg Bands
Dove hunters should look for leg 

bands on the birds they shoot this 
fall and report those they find to 
the Bird Banding Lab, according to 
Jeff Lusk, upland game program 
manager for the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission. 

The Commission is participat-
ing in a multistate dove banding 
study to help define relationships 
between dove harvest and popu-
lation trends. Hunters can play a 
role in dove management by call-
ing toll-free (800) 327-2263 or by 

going to reportband.gov to report 
any band they recover. 

Dove hunters will be asked to 
provide the number of the band 
and when and where it was recov-
ered. They will receive a certificate 
of appreciation, including infor-
mation about when and where the 
bird was banded. Hunters may 
keep the band as a souvenir. 

The dove season is Sept. 1-Oct. 
30, with a daily bag limit of 15 and 
a possession limit of 30 doves. Eur-
asian collared doves and white-
winged doves are included in 
this aggregate bag, along with 
mourning doves. Hunting permits 
may be purchased at Commission 
offices or OutdoorNebraska.org. 
A HIP number is required for all 
dove hunters, except Nebraska 
residents age 15 and younger. 

Grouse Season Begins 
Sept. 12

Grouse hunting season opens 
in Nebraska on Sept. 12, with a 
special permit required for hunt-
ing east of U.S. Highway 81. The 
bag and possession limits are three 
birds with the special permit. 

Four hundred of the free special 
permits have been made avail-
able. The permits are limited to 
one per hunter and available on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
To request one, call the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission at 
(402) 471-5597, visit the Lincoln 
headquarters, or send a postcard 
to: Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, Attn: Grouse Per-
mits, P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, 
NE 68503. The postcard should 
include name, address and 2009 
hunting or lifetime hunting permit 
number. Residents ages 12 to 15 
must submit Hunter Education 
certification number. Those not 
required to purchase a hunting 
permit must provide documenta-
tion of such exemption. 
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No special permit is required to 
hunt grouse west of U.S. 81, where 
the daily bag limit is three grouse 
and the possession limit is 12. 

The grouse hunting season is 
Sept. 12-Dec. 31. A Nebraska hunt-
ing permit and habitat stamp are 
required of all grouse hunters, ex-
cept residents age 15 or younger. 

Hunting permits may be pur-
chased at Commission offices and 
OutdoorNebraska.org. 
Board of Commissioners 
Sets Waterfowl Seasons
The Nebraska Game and Parks 

Board of Commissioners set the 
2009 waterfowl hunting seasons 
and expanded deer hunting op-
portunities Friday at its regular 
meeting in Lincoln. 

The early teal and early Canada 
goose seasons begin Sept. 5. The 
early teal season was moved 
up one week following a public 
hearing at the board’s July meet-
ing. The early Canada goose and 
youth waterfowl seasons were 
moved up to align with the early 
teal season. 

In addition to the waterfowl 
seasons, the board addressed big 
game hunting. In an effort to al-
low more people to participate in 
the new October Antlerless deer 
hunting season, holders of youth, 
landowner and Season Choice 
Areas 18 and 21 permits now may 
hunt during that season this fall. 
They may hunt in areas described 
for Season Choice Areas 18 and 
21 with legal weapons for firearm 
season during the October Antler-
less season, which is Oct. 9-11. 

Commissioners used Friday’s 
meeting to approve other wa-
terfowl changes since their July 
meeting: 

— Restricted seasons for pintail 
and canvasback were expanded 
to coincide with the regular duck 
seasons. 

— The bag limit for scaup was 
increased from one to two and 
the bag limit for wood ducks was 
increased from two to three. 

— Changes were made to the 
light goose conservation action 
to reduce the potential impact on 
sandhill and whooping cranes 
along the Central Platte valley. In 
Zone 2, the conservation action 
closes April 1. Also in Zone 2, the 
buffer zone in which no hunting is 
allowed was reduced from 5 miles 
to 3 beginning after March 11. 

The 2009 waterfowl hunting 
seasons are: 

Dark Goose - East Unit, Oct. 24 
- Jan. 27; Platte River Unit, Oct. 
24 - Feb. 5; Niobrara Unit, Oct. 24 
- Feb. 5; North Central Unit, Oct. 
10 - Jan. 22; Panhandle Unit, Nov. 
7 - Feb. 5. 

Light Goose - Regular Season, 
Oct. 10 - Jan. 8 and Jan. 23 - Feb. 5; 
Conservation Action, Zone 1, Feb. 
6 - April 18; Zone 2, Feb. 6 - April 
1; Zone 3, Feb. 6 - April 18. 

White-fronted Goose - Oct. 10 - 
Dec. 20. 

Duck (including Pintail and Can-
vasback) and Coot - Low Plains 
Early, Oct. 10 - Dec. 20 and Dec. 
26-27; Low Plains Late, Oct. 17-18 
and Oct. 24 - Jan. 3; High Plains, 
Oct. 10 - Jan. 13. 

Early Canada Goose - Sept. 
5-13. 

Early Teal - High Plains, Sept. 
5-13; Low Plains, Sept. 5-20. 

Youth Waterfowl - Sept. 26-27. 
Falconry - Extended Season: Low 

Plains, Sept. 1-30; High Plains, 
Sept. 5-13; Regular Season: Low 
Plains Early, Oct. 10- 20 and Dec. 
26-27; Low Plains Late, Oct. 17-18 
and Oct. 24 - Jan. 3; High Plains, 
Oct. 10 - Jan. 13. 

On Friday, the board also: 
— granted the parks division 

the authority to increase the park 
cash change fund at Fremont State 

Recreation Area (SRA) from $1,000 
to $1,700 and at Pawnee SRA from 
$500 to $750; 

— amended concession agree-
ments to provide for vending of 
off-sale spirits at Kingsley Lodge 
and Otter Creek Lodge, both at 
Lake McConaughy SRA; 

— allowed for hunting in 2009, 
with restrictions, for the following 
state parks: Indian Cave, Niobrara, 
Ponca, and Eugene T. Mahoney; 

— allowed for deer hunting in 
2009, with restrictions, at Fort At-
kinson State Historical Park; and 

— approved the establishment 
of a reciprocal agreement with 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. The purpose of the 
agreement is to allow people with 
Nebraska hunting licenses to hunt 
on Iowa lands and people with 
Iowa hunting licenses to hunt on 
Nebraska lands. Iowa lands are 
those under that state’s jurisdic-
tion that are wholly surrounded 
by the state of Nebraska and Ne-
braska lands are those under that 
state’s jurisdiction that are wholly 
surrounded by the state of Iowa. 

The board also entered into 
third-party cooperative agree-
ments with the following: 

— Papio-Missouri River Natural 
Resources District (NRD) on the 
construction of a proposed 238-
acre reservoir 11/2 miles southeast 
of Hubbard in Dakota County; 

— Nemaha NRD on the con-
struction of a 61-acre reservoir 
5 miles west of Peru in Nemaha 
County; 

— Lower Big Blue NRD on the 
rehabilitation of a 77-acre reservoir 
13 miles south of Beatrice in Gage 
County. 

Brent Bollwitt of Lincoln won the 
bighorn sheep lottery permit. His 
entry was pulled from a barrel by 
Gov. Dave Heineman. 
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Waterfowl Hunters 
reminded of 

restrictions on Sras
Waterfowl hunters on state rec-

reation areas (SRA) are reminded 
they may not shoot teal or Canada 
goose until Sept. 8, three days after 
the opening of those seasons, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission. 

The early teal and early Canada 
goose seasons begin Sept. 5, but 
SRA regulations prohibit hunt-
ing until the Tuesday following 
Labor Day. That Tuesday is Sept. 
8. In the past, the early teal and 
early Canada goose seasons have 
opened after Labor Day. For a list 
of SRAs and wildlife management 
areas that may be affected, visit 
OutdoorNebraska.org. 

Regulations state the portions 
of some SRAs and state parks are 
open to hunting from the first 
Tuesday following Labor Day 
through the end of the spring 
turkey hunting season, unless 
restricted. A park entry permit 
is required for vehicles entering 
the SRAs and parks. Hunting is 
prohibited within 100 yards of 
any public use facility or activ-
ity area, including picnic areas, 
campgrounds, private cabins, 
concession areas, boat ramps, and 
parking lots. 

The early teal season is Sept. 
5-13 in the High Plains Unit and 
Sept. 5-20 in the Low Plains. The 
early Canada goose season is Sept. 
5-13. 

Waterfowl hunting is available 
on private and other public lands 
across the state. Permission is re-
quired to hunt on private land. 

Waterfowl permits may be pur-
chased at OutdoorNebraska.org. 
Contact park superintendents for 
more information on hunting on 
SRAs. 

Commission Has Tips 
for Safe Dove Hunt

Nebraskans are reminded to 
think safety first when hunting 
doves this fall. 

Hunter Education Coordinator 
Mike Streeter of the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission has 
suggestions for a safe and success-
ful hunt: 

— Wear hunter orange to and 
from your favorite stand and 
hang some hunter orange around 
the site to let others know your 
location. 

— Each year someone is injured 
when a hunter fires at a low-flying 
dove and strikes another hunter 
hiding on the other side of the 
field. Know your target and what 
is beyond it. 

— Watch the muzzle and never 
point it at anyone. 

— Keep your finger off the trig-
ger and out of the trigger guard 
until you are ready to shoot. 

— Stay calm and take your time 
to set up shots. You never will hit 
a dove if you rush the shot. Use an 
open choke and let the doves get 
as close as possible to make good, 
planned shots. The best shot size 
for this is 71/2 or smaller. 

— Bring water to drink and 
avoid dehydration. 

— Use a folding stool to sit on to 
reduce exposure to insects, such as 
spiders, chiggers and ticks. Use an 
insect repellent with DEET. This 
will make you more comfortable 
and increase your ability to sit still 
for long periods of time. Doves key 
off movement, so keep movement, 
such as fending off insects, to a 
minimum. 

Dove season opens Sept. 1. Hunt-
ing permits may be purchased at 
OutdoorNebraska.org. 

Dove hunters, except Nebraska 
residents under age 16, require a 
free Harvest Information Program 

number. Visit nehip.com or call 
toll-free (877) 634-8687 to obtain 
one. A Nebraska waterfowl stamp 
is not required. Shotguns must be 
restricted to hold no more than 
three shells. 

SoUTH DakoTa
Youth Pheasant Season 

open on oct. 3
The opening day of youth pheas-

ant season is a time when parents 
and adult mentors can share their 
love of hunting and the outdoors 
with the next generation of South 
Dakota hunters. While it’s an 
exciting time for the child, it is 
important for the adult mentors to 
remember some basic rules when 
working with youth.

“Adult mentors need to remem-
ber that kids aren’t as mature men-
tally and physically as adults,” 
said Curt Robertson, hunter safety 
program specialist for the S.D. 
Game, Fish & Parks Department. 
“Plan a youth hunt with safety 
as a primary concern. Take into 
account the limitations of young 
hunters and fit this into your hunt-
ing plan.”

To this end, Robertson offers a 
list of 10 considerations that adult 
mentors should keep in mind dur-
ing youth pheasant season.

    * Safety first. Treat every 
firearm as if it’s loaded, practice 
muzzle control.

    * Have fun and be positive. 
Success is in the hunt, not the 
kill.

    * Give all your attention to the 
youth. The hunt is about the child, 
not the adult.

    * Remember, they are kids. 
Take into account physical stamina 
and mental maturity.

    * Patience. Kids make mistakes 
so address all safety concerns.

    * Listen and talk. There are no 
dumb questions.
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    * Use appropriate equipment. 
Hunting gear is not one size fits 
all.

    * No pressure. A child should 
only take a shot they are comfort-
able with.

    * Practice shooting skills. Build 
confidence in the child by practic-
ing beforehand.

    * Use good judgment. As an 
adult, you’re responsible for the 
safety of a child.

Refer to the 2009 Hunting Hand-
book for specific rules and regu-
lations for the youth pheasant 
season and mentored hunting or 
visit www.sdgfp.info/Wildlife/
hunting/MentoredHunt for more 
information.

By helping a young person to 
hunt this year, you are sharing the 
hunting heritage of South Dakota 
and promoting a future for wild-
life in the state. Be sure to include 
safety, hunter ethics and fun in 
your own hunting heritage.
 Pheasant plan available 

for review
The S.D. Game, Fish and Parks 

Department is offering residents 
the opportunity to review a five-
year draft management plan for 
pheasants.

The Ring-necked Pheasant Man-
agement Plan for South Dakota 
2009-2014 is an 84-page draft on 
how the department proposes to 
manage the state’s prized game 
bird. The proposal is open for 
review during a 30-day public 
comment period.

“With the recent and future loss 
of habitat enrolled in the Conser-
vation Reserve Program and other 
challenges that lie ahead, GFP is 
actively addressing future issues 
by having a comprehensive plan 
in place for implementation,” 
said Chad Switzer, GFP terrestrial 
wildlife administrator. “This plan 
is comprised of measurable and 

time-bound strategies to success-
fully meet the identified goals, but 
it provides the flexibility to make 
adjustments if there is a need.”

The draft management plan can 
be found on the GFP Web site at 
http://www.sdgfp.info/ under 
the “What’s New” heading. There 
is also the opportunity to provide 
feedback on the plan through the 
Internet link.

“A planning process like this 
is always improved by public 
input,” Switzer said. “If you have 
a love for pheasants and wildlife 
and their habitats in South Dakota, 
please look through the plan and 
share any thoughts or ideas you 
might have.”

A printed copy of the draft can 
be obtained by writing: Pheasant 
Management Plan, Game, Fish and 
Parks Department, 523 East Capitol 
Ave., Pierre, SD 57501. Written com-
ments on the plan may be mailed to 
the same address.

CrP and pheasants, a 
successful combination 

for S.D.
 In a state where the ring-necked 

pheasant is king, Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) land must 
be the throne.

South Dakota has enjoyed some 
all-time record pheasant popu-
lations in the past decade, and 
Game, Fish and Parks Department 
biologists credit the habitat boost 
from CRP as the main factor in the 
brilliant-colored bird’s successful 
reproduction.

“Our state has enjoyed pheasant 
populations far beyond what most 
states have been able to achieve 
because of the quantity, quality 
and mixture of different habitat 
types that pheasants thrive in,” 
said Chad Switzer, GFP terrestrial 
program administrator. “But the 
prime factor in recent years is 
set-aside land that agriculture pro-

ducers have taken advantage of as 
part of the Conservation Reserve 
Program.”

South Dakota reached a peak of 
1.77 million acres enrolled in the 
CRP program in 1998. As of July 
31, the state had 1.2 million acres 
enrolled.

CRP acres declined statewide by 
24 percent in the past three years, 
with some local areas losing more 
than 50 percent.

Coincidentally, the 2009 pheas-
ant brood route survey conducted 
by GFP declined by 26 percent 
from 2008. However, the average 
count of 6.32 pheasants per mile is 
still the fourth-highest statewide 
count in the past 45 years.

“Our agency is very concerned 
about the loss of acres in the CRP 
program,” Switzer said. “We are 
losing valuable habitat for pheas-
ants and other wildlife, and I think 
we are starting to see that in our 
populations. The most chilling fact 
is that we are set to lose two-thirds 
of our remaining CRP land over 
the next five years.”

Switzer’s concern is based on the 
history of South Dakota’s pheas-
ant population. The state had 
its highest pheasant numbers in 
those years when there were large 
amounts of idle agricultural land 
and favorable weather.

Pheasants gained their first 
major hold on South Dakota in 
the 1930s as the nation’s worst 
drought eased, but much crop 
land was idle. Record pheasant 
numbers were recorded in the mid 
1940s when land was idled while 
farmers were serving in World 
War II. Pheasants again flourished 
in the early 1960s when Congress 
enacted the Soil Bank Program to 
take farmland out of production.

They were great years for pheas-
ant numbers, but each of those 
periods was followed by a sharp 


