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effect at Bob Brown, Columbia 
Bottom, Eagle Bluffs, Grand Pass, 
Marais Temps Clair, Otter Slough 
and Ten-Mile Pond CAs.

The number of reservations 
available at Fountain Grove CA 
will be reduced this year due to 
construction.

There are no reservations at 
Little River CA. Hunting there 
will be available on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays only 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
in designated areas as posted at 
the check-in parking lot. Hunters 
check themselves in and out. 

Swan Lake was removed from 
the reservation system last year. 
Waterfowl hunting there will be 
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. For more information, visit 
http://www.fws.gov/Refuges/
profiles/index.cfm?id=33570, e-
mail swanlake@fws.gov, or call 
660-856-3323.

Waterfowl hunting reservations 
are available only to Missouri 
residents. Nonresidents can hunt 
on state-owned areas by hunting 
with a resident reservation holder 
or by taking part in daily morning 
drawings for unreserved hunting 
spots.

Hunters should check hunting 
conditions before applying for 
reservations. Flooding has re-
duced or eliminated food crops 
that hold waterfowl on some 
wetland areas. Flooding also has 
affected availability of blinds 
and access to hunting pools. For 
the latest report, visit www.mdc.
mo.gov/15520.

Dove season opener 
demands special safety 

consciousness
Dove hunters need to think de-

fensively and take extra care to 
avoid situations where they might 
hurt others.

JEFFERSON CITY-Dove hunting 
is unique among Missouri’s hunt-
ing seasons in several ways, some 
of which make safety awareness 
extra important, according to the 
Missouri Department of Conser-
vation.

Conservation Department sta-
tistics show that an astonishing 
79.9 percent of dove hunters made 
only one foray for doves last year. 
Furthermore, the overwhelming 
majority of dove hunting trips are 
made during the first few days of 
the season.

“That will come as no surprise 
to dove hunters,” said Hunter 
Education Coordinator Tony Legg. 
“The shooting is always good 
for the first few days. After that, 
most of the birds that spent the 
summer in Missouri either are on 
people’s tables, headed south or 
are pretty gun shy. We get some 
excellent hunting later in the 
season as cool weather pushes 
birds south through Missouri, but 
those peaks are harder to predict, 
and most hunters are focused on 
bowhunting or other activities 
by then. Those first few days of 
September are bird hunters’ first 
chance to get out, and they do - in 
large numbers.”

Doves’ tendency to congregate 
around food sources, such as 
harvested crop fields, tends to 
concentrate hunters, too. Excel-
lent examples of this phenomenon 
can be seen at conservation areas 
where the fields of sunflowers, 
wheat, millet and other crops are 
planted especially for doves and 
dove hunters. The shooting is fast 
and the mood often festive at these 
dove fields, but the concentration 
of hunters also creates safety chal-
lenges.

“Wise hunters space themselves 
at safe intervals around dove 
fields, and they position them-
selves to avoid interfering with 

other hunters or shooting in their 
direction.”

Unfortunately, said Legg, not all 
hunters are wise. Consequently, 
every hunter must take respon-
sibility for his own safety. Some-
times that means leaving an area to 
avoid others’ unsafe behavior.

“It doesn’t always come to that,” 
said Legg. “A lot of times you can 
remedy bad situations by pointing 
out safety problems to other hunt-
ers in a friendly way.”

Legg said safety issues often 
can be headed off by friendly 
banter before the shooting starts. 
Introduce yourself to new arrivals, 
agree on hunting zones and ask 
everyone to agree not to shoot at 
birds lower than 45 degrees above 
the horizon. Let other hunters 
know if you have a retriever that 
will be working the field, and of-
fer to help others retrieve crippled 
birds so it isn’t necessary to shoot 
at downed birds.

“I have been in dove fields where 
hunters who never met before 
managed to police their own 
ranks through peer pressure,” said 
Legg. “The key is to call attention 
to safety issues the first time they 
arise, rather than letting it go until 
you get mad or someone gets hurt. 
Most hunters want to be safe, but 
inexperienced hunters might need 
some friendly coaching about 
what is appropriate in a crowded 
dove field.”

Legg noted that good dove hunt-
ing is available on parts of many 
conservation areas that lack man-
aged dove fields and the crowds 
that can gather there. Pre-hunt 
scouting can reveal those areas.

“If you can get out on a con-
servation area before opening 
day, watch for dove travel ways 
between crop fields and water or 
roosting sites,” said Legg. “Ter-
rain features and landmarks can 
be very important. Doves will 
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use a big tree in the middle of a 
field to orient themselves and fly 
the same pattern relative to that 
landmark. In other places, birds 
may habitually fly along the center 
of a shallow valley leading from a 
ridge-top field to a lake.”

He said dead trees can be mag-
nets, too, because doves can perch 
there while they digest their morn-
ing meal and have a clear view 
of approaching predators. Birds 
might not begin flying into those 
areas until mid morning, but if you 
are there waiting, the shooting can 
be pretty good. The same holds 
true for the afternoon, when birds 
begin filtering out of roosts back to 
feeding sites.

For those who choose to hunt 
managed dove fields at conser-
vation areas, Legg recommends 
the following precautions to help 
ensure safe hunts.

Wear hunter orange. “A cap at 
the least will help other hunters 
know you are there.”

Protect your eyes. “That is a very 
soft area and more vulnerable to 
injury than the rest of your body. 
Even if you don’t wear glasses, get 
a pair of shooters’ glasses.”

Keep shots to blue sky. “Don’t 
shoot if you can’t see sky above 
and well below your target. It’s 
best not to shoot at an angle 
lower than 45 degrees from the 
horizon.”

Keep track of other hunters’ 
whereabouts. “Even shooting at a 
safe angle you can rain shot down 
on others if you aren’t careful.”

Don’t shoot cripples. “A wound-
ed bird can be chased down on 
foot. Recovering a downed bird 
isn’t worth the chance of a ricochet 
off the ground.”

Bring a retriever. “They make 
catching cripples much easier, 
and they allow you to stay at your 
shooting station, where other 

hunters are expecting you to be. 
Take plenty of water for your ca-
nine companion, and be alert for 
signs of distress. Dogs can die of 
heat stroke.”

Use common sense. “That sounds 
obvious, but it is easy to forget 
when doves are flying and the 
shooting is fast. Under those kinds 
of conditions, you have to make a 
conscious effort not to let down 
your guard. Unload your gun ev-
ery now and then and take a short 
breather to take a drink of water, 
water your dog and watch other 
hunters. You might miss a shot or 
two, but you are less likely to go 
home with a heart full of regret 
because you lost your cool.”

Missouri’s dove hunting season 
runs from Sept. 1 through Nov. 
9. Mourning, collared and white-
winged doves all are legal. The 
limit is 15 doves of all three species 
in the aggregate daily and 30 in 
possession.

Missouri residents ages 16 
through 64 must buy a Small 
Game Hunting Permit to pursue 
doves. All dove hunters 16 and 
older must have a Missouri Migra-
tory Bird Hunting Permit for dove 
hunting.

Dove hunters are required to use 
nontoxic shot when hunting doves 
or other game on 21 conservation 
areas with sizeable wetlands and 
waterfowl populations. Those 
areas and other details of dove 
hunting regulations are found in 
the 2009 Migratory Bird Hunting 
Digest, available wherever hunt-
ing permits are sold or at mdc.
mo.gov/8927.

-Jim Low- 
Dove hunters asked to 

report banded birds
The birds are part of a national 

effort to ensure good dove man-
agement.

JEFFERSON CITY-Missouri dove 
hunters have a chance to kill two 
birds with one stone, so to speak, 
garnering hunting trophies while 
helping ensure good management 
of mourning dove populations.

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation is among 34 states 
participating in an effort to gather 
practical information about the 
nation’s most popular game bird. 
The agency is placing leg bands 
on approximately 2,500 mourning 
doves annually at 15 conservation 
areas. Hunter reports of taking 
banded doves will add to scien-
tific understanding of how many 
doves there are and how hunting 
affects dove numbers.

“Birds are so mobile, and it is 
impossible to count them direct-
ly,” said Resource Scientist John 
Schulz. “Instead we capture a rela-
tively small sample of the entire 
population and band them. Then 
we compile reports of banded 
birds taken by hunters and ana-
lyze information about where and 
when they were taken. The result-
ing statistics reveal a surprising 
amount of useful information.”

Schulz noted that hunters’ par-
ticipation is critical to good dove 
management. He asks hunters 
who take banded doves to report 
their finds, using information 
printed on the bands.

The Conservation Department 
traps doves using wire cages 
baited with grain and fits the birds 
with leg bands before releasing 
them. Banders average around 
100 doves per site, but as many 
as 600 doves may be banded on 
some areas.

Hunters can report banded birds 
by calling 800-327-2263, or online 
at reportband.gov/. Regardless of 
the reporting method, hunters pro-
vide the band number, and where 
and date the bird was killed.
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“The better we understand 

mourning doves’ biology and 
population dynamics, the better 
job we can do managing them,” 
said Schulz. “The hunter’s role is 
an important one.”

-Jim Low-
Dove field conditions 

spotty, pre-season 
scouting a must

Those who plan to hunt on 
conservation areas with specially 
managed dove fields need to do 
their homework.

JEFFERSON CITY-Missouri will 
have plenty of doves again this 
year, but hunters will find widely 
varying conditions at conservation 
areas on opening day.

Missouri’s dove season runs 
from Sept. 1 through Nov. 9 again 
this year. Bag limits are more 
generous, however, 15 daily and 
30 in possession, up from 12 and 
24 last year.

Mourning doves, which account 
for more than 90 percent of Mis-
souri’s harvest, are prolific breed-
ers. Some pairs begin nesting in 
March, and they can raise as many 
as six clutches of two chicks each 
by early fall. This tremendous re-
productive capacity makes doves 
North America’s number-one 
game bird.

In spite of this, statistics from 
the Missouri Department of Con-
servation show that nearly half 
of all dove hunters go home from 
hunting trips with one dove or 
none at all. That is partly due to 
the fact doves are challenging tar-
gets. The average hunter spends 
between five and six shotgun 
shells for each dove taken. Just as 
important, however, is the fact that 
many dove hunters do not do their 
homework.

“The number of doves hardly 
ever limits hunting success,” said 
Resource Scientist John Schulz, the 

Conservation Department’s dove 
expert. “The trouble is, doves are 
never uniformly distributed over 
the landscape. Hunters who take 
time to figure out ahead of time 
where doves are feeding, water-
ing and resting do extremely well. 
The rest find themselves in largely 
dove-free zones.”

The Conservation Department 
plants sunflowers, wheat, millet 
and other crops on more than 100 
conservation areas statewide to 
provide food for doves and other 
wildlife. Doves swarm those fields 
when the crops ripen, creating ex-
cellent hunting opportunities.

The agency makes finding dove 
fields easy, listing them in a data-
base at mdc.mo.gov/hunt/game-
bird/. Users can sort the list 
by area name, by county or by 
region.

However, knowing that an area 
has managed dove fields is no 
guarantee of good hunting. Even 
in the best years, crops grow better 
on some areas than others. This 
year, as last year, persistent rain 
delayed crop planting on many 
conservation areas. Crops planted 
late may not be ready for birds by 
Sept. 1.

“Hunters are going to find a 
wide range of conditions on our 
dove fields again this year,” said 
Wildlife Management Chief Mike 
Schroer. “If you see a sunflower 

field on a map, you better look at 
the field before hunting season, or 
you could be disappointed.”

Schulz asked hunters to report 
any doves they may shoot that 
have leg bands. This can be done 
by calling 800-327-2263, or online 
at reportband.gov/. Regardless of 
the reporting method, hunters pro-
vide the band number, and where 
and date the bird was killed.

“The better we understand 
mourning doves’ biology and 
population dynamics, the better 
job we can do managing them,” 
said Schulz. “The hunter’s role is 
an important one.”

Missouri residents ages 16 
through 64 must buy a Small 
Game Hunting Permit to pursue 
doves. All dove hunters 16 and 
older must have a Missouri Migra-
tory Bird Hunting Permit for dove 
hunting.

Full details of dove hunting 
regulations are found in the 2009 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest, 
available wherever hunting per-
mits are sold or online at mdc.
mo.gov/8927.

Spent shotgun shells are litter. 
Hunters who leave behind empty 
shells risk getting citations for lit-
tering.

Hunters must keep birds they 
kill separate and identifiable from 
those of other hunters. Having two 
or more hunters put their doves 
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into one cooler or other container 
could violate this requirement un-
less they use individually identi-
fied bags or other means to keep 
the birds separate.

-Jim Low-
Sept 3. dove hunt in 

Mississippi County to 
accommodate mobility-
impaired dove hunters
Hunters with wheelchairs, 

crutches or prosthetic limbs enjoy 
hunting with help from the Con-
servation Department and the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation. 

EAST PRAIRIE, MO-People who 
want to hunt but hesitate because 
of mobility impairments can put 
aside their reservations and pick 
up their shotguns. The Conserva-
tion Department and the National 
Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 
are sponsoring a special event for 
disabled hunters on Sept. 3 at Ten 
Mile Pond Conservation Area in 
Mississippi County.

NWTF Regional Director Larry 
Neal said the event draws par-
ticipants from all over the state. 
Typically scheduled on the first 
weekend of dove season, the hunt 
provides fast shooting for partici-
pants. Up to 30 hunters can partici-
pate. The area is reserved for their 
exclusive use in the morning-only 
hunt.

Local NWTF members serve as 
guides, helping hunters get to 
and from the field and retrieving 
downed birds. Guides, food and 
drinks are provided at no charge. 
The NWTF also provides steel shot 
shells, since non-toxic shot is re-
quired for hunting with shotguns 
at Ten Mile Pond CA. Participating 
hunters are enrolled as members 
in the NWTF’s Wheelin’ Sports-
men Program.

Mourning doves are speedy, 
sometimes erratic fliers, and this 
makes them challenging targets. 
As a result, hunters can go through 
lots of ammunition and take only a 
few birds. Neal said the hunt offers 
participants an excellent chance 
of taking home doves. “Success 
on fun has been 100 percent in 
the past.”

Participants should plan to ar-
rive at Ten Mile Pond CA head-
quarters before 6:30 a.m. and will 
need small-game and migratory-
bird hunting permits and hunter 
education cards. For reservations, 
call Neal, 573-334-8881, or Tim 
Hendershott, 573-335-9350.

NWTF chapters sponsoring the 
event include the Bayou Strutters, 
the Bootheel Boss Gobblers, the 
Shaky Ground Gobblers and the 
Bollinger County Double Beards.

Everything coming up 
roses for duck hunters...

so far
Duck numbers are up overall, 

and nesting conditions have been 
good to excellent over most of 
North America.

JEFFERSON CITY-Duck hunters 
will find much to rejoice about 
in the 2009 breeding duck report 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS).

The report estimates North 
America’s total breeding duck 
population at 42 million. That is 
up 13 percent from last year and 
25 percent more than the average 
since 1955.

The FWS estimates the mallard 
breeding population at 8.5 mil-
lion. That is 10 percent more than 
last year and 13 percent above 
the long-term average (LTA) for 
the species most sought after by 
hunters.

The survey estimated breeding 
numbers of blue-winged teal at 

7.4 million, 11 percent more than 
last year and up 60 percent from 
the LTA. This has special signifi-
cance for the early teal season in 
September, whose length depends 
on blue-winged teal numbers. This 
year’s season will run for 16 days, 
from Sept. 12 through 27.

Estimates of other ducks’ breed-
ing numbers were:

· Northern pintails, 3.2 million, 
up 23 percent from last year but 
still 20 percent below the LTA.

· Green-winged teal, 3.4 million, 
up 16 percent from last year and 
79 percent above the LTA.

· Gadwalls, 3.1 million, about the 
same as last year and up 73 percent 
from the LTA.

· American wigeon, 2.5 million, 
about the same as last year and 
down 5 percent from the LTA.

· Northern shovelers, 4.4 million, 
up 25 percent from last year and 
92 percent above the LTA.

· Redheads, 1 million, essentially 
the same as last year, but 62 per-
cent above the LTA.

· Scaup, 4.2 million, up 12 percent 
from last year but down 18 percent 
from the LTA.

· Canvasbacks, 662,000, up 35 
percent from last year and 16 per-
cent above the LTA.

Resource Scientist Dave Graber, 
a waterfowl biologist with the 
Missouri Department of Con-
servation, said ducks must find 
favorable nesting conditions in 
Canada and the northern United 
States in order for high breeding 
population numbers to translate 
into a strong fall flight of ducks. 
Particularly important to Mis-
souri hunters is the Prairie Pothole 
Region of southern Alberta, Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba, plus the 
north-central United States. The 
number of ponds in these regions 
was up 45 percent from last year 
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and 31 percent above the LTA. 
Pond numbers were especially 
encouraging in Montana and the 
Dakotas, which had 108 percent 
more water than last year and 87 
percent more than the LTA.

Graber said the quality of duck 
hunting in Missouri in a given year 
depends as much on summer and 
autumn weather here as it does 
on breeding duck numbers and 
nesting conditions. Adequate but 
not excessive rainfall during the 
summer produces abundant food 
on Missouri wetlands to support 
migrating ducks for longer peri-
ods. Adequate autumn rainfall is 
necessary to flood habitat, making 
food available to ducks.

Too much or too little rain dur-
ing the growing season can limit 
availability of natural foods. A 
dry autumn can limit the extent of 
shallow-water areas where migrat-
ing ducks rest and feed.

Finally, hunters rely on cold 
weather in Canada and the north-
ern United States to push ducks 
southward into Missouri in the 
fall. Unseasonably warm weather 
can cause ducks to remain north of 
Missouri until late in the season, 
reducing hunting opportunity. In 
years when winter arrives early, 
wetland areas freeze up, and ducks 
fly farther south, again curtailing 
Missouri’s hunting season.

In years when ducks find open 
water and abundant food in the 
Show-Me State, they can linger 
for weeks or months, producing 
the kind of hunting season that 
memories are made of.

“It’s sort of a Goldilocks scenar-
io,” said Graber. “Everything has 
to be ‘just right’ for a legendary 
season. Most years are somewhere 
from fair to very good. So far, 
things look extremely promising 
this year. With continued help 
from the weather, this could be a 
season to remember.”

For details of the FWS report, 
visit www.fws.gov/. The Mis-
souri Conservation Commission 
will consider 2009-2010 waterfowl 
hunting seasons at its August 
meeting.

-Jim Low-
MiSSiSSippi

Conservation Officers 
Will Be Out in Full Force 

for Dove Season
Jackson - One of the most popu-

lar hunting days of the year is 
quickly approaching with opening 
day of dove season, September 
5th. All sworn law enforcement of-
ficers with the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks (MDWFP) will be working 
in concert with local and federal 
officers to insure all hunters are in 
compliance with all state and fed-
eral hunting laws. Violation of any 
migratory game bird law can be 
charged both in state and federal 
courts resulting in large monetary 
fines and the loss of hunting privi-
leges for up to three years.

Hunters need to be sure their 
hunting license is current for the 
2009 hunting season, shotguns are 
not capable of holding more than 
three shells, and be aware of how 
the field was prepared. Hunting 
with the aid of bait is illegal, and 
it is the hunter’s responsibility 
to know if the field is baited or 
not. There are three questions the 
hunter will need to be able to an-
swer regarding how the field was 
prepared before going hunting. 
Those questions are: “Did I know 
the field was baited, did I look to 
see if the field was baited, and did 
I ask how the field was prepared?” 
Steve Adcock, Chief of Law En-
forcement with MDWFP, states 
“Our officers have fields across the 
state under surveillance for baiting 
this year. We have received tips 

from neighboring landowners and 
hunters about baited fields. Hunt-
ers in violation of state or federal 
dove hunting regulations will be 
cited. Our primary objectives are 
to protect the resource and make 
sure everybody has a safe quality 
experience.”

In previous years, the No. 1 cita-
tion has been no hunting license. 
This violation has a direct impact 
on the agency because of the loss 
of federal aid dollars.

Hunters are encouraged to have 
a safe and enjoyable hunt. The 
bag limit for morning doves is 15 
per day with no more than 30 in 
possession. The possession limit 
does not apply on opening day. 
Shooting hours are from 30 min-
utes prior to sunrise to sunset. For 
more information on dove hunting 
regulations, please go to www.
mdwfp.com. 

Mississippi Waterfowl 
Late-Season Dates Set

Jackson- The Commission on 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks ap-
proved dates for the 2009-2010 
waterfowl hunting seasons on 
August 18, 2009 at their monthly 
meeting. The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service released late-season 
frameworks in early August pro-
viding a “window” of dates from 
which states may select specific 
season dates.

Duck, merganser, and coot sea-
sons will be November 27 - No-
vember 29, 2009; December 4 - De-
cember 6, 2009; and December 9, 
2009 - January 31, 2010. The duck 
daily bag limit will be a total of 6 
ducks, including no more than 4 
mallards (no more than 2 of which 
may be females), 3 wood ducks, 2 
redheads, 2 scaup, 1 canvasback, 
1 mottled duck, 1 black duck, and 
1 pintail. The merganser daily 
bag limit will be a total of 5 mer-
gansers, only 2 of which may be 
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hooded mergansers. Coots will 
have a 15-bird daily bag limit. The 
possession limit is twice the daily 
bag limit for ducks, mergansers, 
and coots.

Late-season Canada goose and 
brant seasons will occur from No-
vember 23, 2009 - January 31, 2010. 
Canada geese will have a 3-bird 
daily bag limit and brant will 
have a daily bag limit of 2 birds. 
The possession limit is twice the 
daily bag limit for Canada geese 
and brant.

Snow, blue, Ross’s, and white-
fronted goose (white-fronted geese 
are known as “specklebellies” by 
many hunters) seasons will be 
from November 21, 2009 - January 
31, 2010. Snow, blue, and Ross’s 
geese will have a daily bag limit of 
20 birds. White-fronted geese will 
have a daily bag limit of 2 birds. 
In addition to the regular hunting 
season, there will again be a con-
servation order for snow, blue, and 
Ross’s geese during the follow-
ing dates: October 1 - November 
20, 2009; February 1- February 5, 
2010; and February 8 - March 31, 
20010 (only snow, blue, and Ross’s 
geese may be taken during the 
light goose conservation order). 
The possession limit for white-
fronted geese is 4 and there is no 
possession limit for snow, blue, 
and Ross’s geese. 

The youth waterfowl weekend 
will occur during the weekend of 
February 6 - February 7, 2010. 

For more information about the 
regulation setting process and 
waterfowl hunting opportunities, 
please visit the following website: 
http://mdwfp.com/waterfowl.
Liberal Duck Seasons for 

Mississippi
Jackson - The Mississippi Flyway 

Council voted to adopt the liberal 
regulatory alternative on July 24, 
2009. This means Mississippi 

waterfowl hunters will have the 
opportunity to hunt 60 days with 
a 6-duck daily bag limit for the 
2009-2010 waterfowl hunting sea-
son according to the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks (MDWFP). 

The Mississippi Commission on 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks will 
set the waterfowl season dates 
and bag limits within the allow-
able U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
frameworks during their August 
18, 2009 meeting. Shortly after 
the season dates are set, the in-
formation will be posted at www.
mdwfp.com. 

 Early Migratory Game 
Bird Season Dates 

Finalized
Jackson- The Commission on 

Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks ap-
proved dates for the 2009-2010 
early hunting seasons for migra-
tory game birds on July 22, 2009 at 
their monthly meeting, according 
to the Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP). Each year, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service releases early-
season frameworks that provide 
a “window” of dates from which 
states may select specific season 
dates. This year, early season 
structures and regulations will be 
very similar to last year. 

 “There are no major changes 
from last year ’s season dates. 
Hunters statewide will again enjoy 
a 70-day dove season with a 15-
bird daily bag limit,” explained Ed 
Penny, MDWFP Migratory Game 
Bird Program Coordinator.

 For the North Dove Zone, there 
will be 3 dove season segments: 
September 5 - September 27, Oc-
tober 10 - November 3, and De-
cember 25 - January 15. The daily 
dove bag limit is 15 birds, and the 
possession limit is 30 birds. The 
North Dove Zone is defined as 

areas north of U.S. Hwy. 84 plus 
areas south of U.S. Hwy. 84 and 
west of MS Hwy. 35.

 The South Dove Zone will also 
have 3 season segments: Septem-
ber 5 - September 13, October 10 
- November 4, and December 12 
- January 15. The daily bag limit is 
15 birds, and the possession limit 
is 30 birds. The South Dove Zone is 
defined as areas south of U.S. Hwy. 
84 and east of MS Hwy. 35.

 The resident Canada goose 
season will occur statewide from 
September 1 - 15. The daily bag 
limit is 5 Canada geese with a 
possession limit of 10 birds. The 
early teal season, September 12 - 
27, allows a daily bag limit of 4 
teal with a possession limit of 8 
birds. Legal species for early teal 
season include all species of teal. 
Legal shooting hours for resident 
Canada geese and early teal sea-
sons are from one-half hour before 
sunrise to sunset.

 Hunting seasons for rails (sora, 
Virginia, clapper, and king rails), 
moorhens, and gallinules will 
occur simultaneously from Sep-
tember 26 - December 4. Daily bag 
limit for moorhens and gallinules 
is 15 singly, or in aggregate (total 
of 15 regardless of species). Daily 
bag limit for sora and Virginia 
rails is 25 singly, or in aggregate 
of the two species (total of 25 re-
gardless of species). For clapper 
and king rails, the daily bag limit 
is 15 singly, or in aggregate of the 
two species (total of 15 regardless 
of species). Possession limits for 
rails, moorhens, and gallinules is 
double the daily bag limit, except 
for sora and Virginia rails, which 
have a possession limit equal to 
the daily bag limit of 25, regardless 
of species.

 Snipe hunting season will oc-
cur from November 14 - February 
28. Daily bag limit is 8 snipe with 
a possession limit of 16 birds. 
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Woodcock hunting season will 
occur from December 18 - Janu-
ary 31, with a daily bag limit of 3 
woodcock and a possession limit 
of 6 birds.

 Breeding Duck 
populations are Up

Jackson- Breeding waterfowl 
populations have increased or 
remained similar to last year for 
the ten duck species surveyed; and 
overall, duck populations rose 13 
percent from last year to 42 million 
birds. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Canadian Wildlife 
Service conduct annual waterfowl 
population surveys on the breed-
ing grounds to monitor waterfowl 
populations and help set hunting 
season frameworks.

The 2009 May pond count was 
6.4 million ponds, an increase of 45 
percent over the 2008 count of 4.4 
million ponds. “The good news is 
that May pond counts have greatly 
increased from last year. The bad 
news is that a report from North 
Dakota suggests nesting cover 
has greatly declined since last 
year because of expiring CRP con-
tracts” said Ed Penny, Migratory 
Game Bird Program Coordinator 
for the Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP). 

Mallard numbers increased 10% 
from last year to 8.5 million birds. 
Pintail populations increased 
to 3.2 million birds, which is 
23% above the 2008 estimate. 
Canvasback estimates were 35% 
above last year’s at 0.7 million 
birds. Northern Shoveler breed-
ing populations were estimated 
at 4.4 million ducks, which is 25% 
above the 2008 estimates. Gadwall, 
green-winged teal, blue-winged 
teal, American wigeon, scaup, and 
redhead populations were similar 
to last year’s estimates. 

Overall, this year’s population 
estimates and breeding habitat 
conditions are promising. How-
ever, many factors contribute to 
a good hunting season for Mis-
sissippi’s duck hunters. Fall and 
winter weather conditions play 
a large role in the migration of 
ducks. When ducks get here, they 
also need good habitat conditions 
to keep them around. 

“If we don’t get cold tempera-
tures in the northern U.S., Mis-
sissippi hunters may not see the 
benefits of increased populations” 
said Houston Havens, MDWFP 
Migratory Game Bird Biologist. 

“Our Wildlife Management Area 
staff help make sure that ducks 
see good habitat when they arrive 
from the north” said Ed Penny. 
“These intensively managed is-
lands of habitat give migrating 
ducks a place to rest and feed 
before landscape level habitat 
conditions improve from natural 
flooding.” 

MOntana
Region 4 Upland Game 

Bird Forecast
Cold, wet and snowy weather 

this spring means upland bird 
hunters in north central Montana 
should expect below average bird 
numbers this fall, say state wildlife 
officials.

That forecast applies to the 
prairie bird species: pheasants, 
sharp-tailed grouse and Hungar-
ian partridge.

“The spring was not good for 
adult birds,” says Cory Loecker, 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks wildlife 
biologist in Great Falls. “The hatch 
should have been good but many 
adult birds didn’t make it.”

For pheasants, the hatching 
period generally peaks around 
June 10. But, first, the heavy snow 
storm the beginning of May, then 

more cold and wet weather the 
first weekend of June meant fewer 
nests and fewer young birds com-
ing off those nests than in previous 
years.

Gary Olson, FWP wildlife biolo-
gist in Conrad, conducts a series of 
pheasant crowing counts in early 
and mid-May. He drives back-
country roads, stopping periodi-
cally to listen for male pheasants 
crowing.

“We were down across the board 
28 to 38 percent from 2008,” Olson 
says, “And 2008 was down from 
2007. There’s a chance around the 
Conrad area we’re down 50 per-
cent for our pheasant population. 
The pheasant picture is not rosy.”

It’s a similar story out east around 
Lewistown.

“Our winter survival was below 
average,” says Tom Stivers, FWP 
wildlife biologist in Lewistown. 
“But the spring production looks 
better.”

As for sharptails and Huns it’s 
much the same in FWP’s Region 
4: below average.

“I’ve not seen a brood of Huns,” 
says Olson of Conrad. “I’ve not 
even heard of anyone seeing 
Huns.”

Swan hunting permit 
application deadline is 

Sept. 3
BILLINGS - Applications for 

tundra swan hunting permits are 
due to Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks by Sept. 3. 

In the Central Flyway portion 
of the state, 500 permits are avail-
able.

In the Pacific Flyway, which 
includes Freezout Lake Wildlife 
Management Area near Fairfield, 
500 permits will be offered for 
swan hunting in Cascade, Cho-
teau, Toole, Liberty, Hill and those 
portions of Teton and Pondera 
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counties east of US Highway 287 
from Augusta to Choteau and US 
Highway 89 from Choteau to the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation. 

Hunters must choose either the 
Pacific or Central Flyway when 
they apply. Applications, which 
must be received by Sept. 3, are 
available at all FWP offices and 
online at fwp.mt.gov . You may 
apply directly online, or print out 
a form to mail in. 

 Completed application forms 
and a $5 drawing fee and optional 
bonus point fee must be sent to the 
address listed on the application. 
FWp testing Waterfowl 

at MSU Duck pond
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 

in collaboration with USDA Wild-
life Services and several other state 
and federal agencies, is sampling 
waterfowl across Montana as part 
of a national effort for the early 
detection of avian influenza. Sam-
pling of ducks at MSU-Bozeman’s 
Duck Pond will begin in late Au-
gust and continue intermittently 
through November. 

“The Avian Influenza team will 
collect ducks in traps set on land, 
sample, and release them un-
harmed,” said Rose Jaffe, FWP’s 
avian influenza coordinator in 
Bozeman. 

Jaffe said visitors to the popular 
waterfowl pond can continue to 
enjoy watching the birds, but she 
asks that visitors refrain from feed-
ing waterfowl while the samples 
are being collected. 

Although more than 140 differ-
ent avian influenza viruses are 
commonly found in wild bird 
populations, the highly patho-
genic H5N1 Asian strain has not 
been detected in any wild bird in 
North America. In addition, the vi-
rus does not move easily between 
birds and other species, and there 
was only one suspected case of 

human infection from wild birds 
worldwide during 2007. 

“FWP and APHIS Wildlife Ser-
vices are collecting 1,400 samples 
statewide this fall from areas 
where waterfowl concentrate, 
including urban duck flocks and 
duck banding operations on na-
tional wildlife refuges. We will 
also sample again this year at 
hunter check stations,” Jaffe said. 
“Montana’s participation in the 
early detection surveillance con-
tributes to the nationwide moni-
toring of avian influenza in wild 
bird populations.” 

For more information about the 
project, visit the FWP website 
www.fwp.mt.gov or call FWP at 
406-994-6967. 

2009 Hunting 
Season Outlook for 

Southeastern Montana
2009 pHEaSant 

SEaSOn OUtLOOK 
FWP Region 7-Southeastern 

Montana 
Pheasants have moved into 

marginal habitat suggesting above 
average populations in several 
locations across the region. Dense 
spring vegetative cover has made 
it difficult to see spring broods 
of pheasant (young of the year). 
The wet and cool spring may 
have impacted nesting and brood 
rearing success in some locations 
but biologists have yet to confirm 
this. According to Howard Burt, 
Wildlife Biologist, “I run 3 crow 
count routes each spring, 2 in 
Dawson and 1 in Richland county. 
Two are in the river bottoms and 
those counts showed a slight in-
crease over the 2008 count. The 
other route is north of Glendive 
and the spring 2009 count was 
down from 2008. That may be 
due to the quality of CRP stands 

diminishing over time. Pheasants 
usually hatch in mid to late June 
so they may have missed some 
of the wet weather assisting with 
chick survival. Vegetaitive cover 
is excellent and the grasshopper 
population is abundant providing 
food for the birds.” Scott Hemmer, 
Wildlife Biologist said, “Pheasants 
have done pretty well in Carter 
and Powder River counties and 
my crow counts showed numbers 
are up from last year. Landowners 
have said they have seen good 
broods of young this summer.” 
“In Garfield county the pheasant 
numbers are down due to the re-
duced quality of the CRP stands,” 
said Bernie Hidlebrand, Wildlife 
Biologist. 

 2009 SHaRp-taiL 
GROUSE 

Sharp-tailed grouse dancing 
ground counts were similar or 
slightly improved from last year 
in southeastern Montana. Accord-
ing to Howard Burt, FWP Wildlife 
Biologist, “Populations in Dawson 
County should be about the same 
as the fall of 2008. This spring 
was cool and wet during the first 
two weeks of June and that may 
have impacted chick survival”. 
Typically sharp-tails hatch the 
first two weeks of June. A band 
of rainy weather, extending from 
Big Timber to Glendive and south 
to Wyoming, was accompanied 
with near-freezing temperatures 
for a few days in early June. As 
a result, hunters are likely to see 
fewer young sharp-tailed grouse 
in some areas but there will be 
good ground cover over most of 
the region. Scott Hemmer, FWP 
Wildlife Biologist said, “My spring 
lek counts were up over the spring 
of 2008. Cool wet spring weather 
may have impacted chick survival. 
The landowners I have talked to 
seem to think the population is 
similar to the fall of 2008 for Carter 
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and Powder River counties.” Ac-
cording to Bernie Hildebrand, 
FWP Wildlife Biologist, “The best 
sharp-tail habitat in Region 7 is 
primarily in McCone county to 
Sidney, Glendive and the Baker 
area. The rest of the region may 
hold the birds but the habitat is 
marginal.” 

2009 SaGE GROUSE 
Sage-grouse counts across Mon-

tana this spring were improved 
from recent years, but generally be-
low average. Cold wet conditions 
in early June in southern Montana 
likely impacted young broods. 
According to Rick Northrup, FWP 
Statewide Game Bird Coordinator, 
he predicts below average abun-
dance again this year in most sage 
grouse range. In Region 7 the best 
sage grouse habitat is Ingomar, 
Sumatra and south to Alzada. 

According to Howard Burt, “In 
the Baker/Fallon area sage grouse 
populations are lower than last 
fall. The birds usually hatch the 
latter part of May and the first part 
of June. We had a cool wet spring 
so this may have impacted chick 
survival.” 

Scott Hemmer said, “Sage grouse 
experienced a decline in 2007 due 
to West Niles Virus and popula-
tions are still recovering from that. 
My spring lek counts in Carter and 
Powder River counties showed 
population levels to be lower than 
normal.” 

2009 HUnGaRian 
paRtRiDGE 

Hun populations are not sur-
veyed in Region 7 because they 
are scattered and not abundant. 
According to Bernie Hildebrand, 
“Huns are an incidental upland 
game bird in Region 7. Typically 
they have higher population levels 
in dry years as compared to wet 

years so the fall of 2009 may show 
reduced population levels.” 
applications for tundra 
swan hunting permits 

are due Sept. 3. 
In the Pacific Flyway, which 

includes Freezout Lake Wildlife 
Management Area near Fairfield, 
500 permits will be offered for 
swan hunting in Cascade, Cho-
teau, Toole, Liberty, Hill and those 
portions of Teton and Pondera 
counties east of US Highway 287 
from Augusta to Choteau and US 
Highway 89 from Choteau to the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation. 

An additional 500 permits are 
available for the Central Flyway 
portion of the state. 

Hunters must choose either the 
Pacific or Central Flyway when 
they apply. Applications, which 
must be received by Sept. 3, are 
available at all FWP offices and 
online at fwp.mt.gov . You may 
apply directly online, or print out 
a form to mail in. 

Completed application forms 
and a $5 drawing fee and optional 
bonus point fee must be sent to the 
address listed on the application. 

Basic Bird Hunting 
and Shotgun Skills 

Workshops Set
The Montana Fish, Wildlife & 

Parks’ Becoming An Outdoors 
Woman program will sponsor 
workshops on basic bird hunting 
and shotgun skills in early Septem-
ber in Great Falls and Glasgow.

BOW workshops teach women 
outdoor skills in an environment 
known for clear information, en-
couragement, hands-on instruc-
tion and camaraderie. Participants 
in a similar 2007 workshop say 
being with other women learning 
new skills and the patient BOW 

instructors made for a positive 
learning experience.

“It gave me the confidence to go 
out and use the skills I learned,” 
said Roxanne Ochs of Great Falls. 
“To see different types of hunt-
ing dogs and what their specific 
roles are in the field helped me to 
decide what type of dog I wanted 
to hunt with. I have a dog I’d like 
to hunt with now and have been 
using whistle and hand signals in 
her training.”

The two Beyond BOW Work-
shops scheduled this September, 
will teach participants how to 
shoot a shotgun, identify and hunt 
upland game birds and waterfowl 
and about hunting dogs and how 
to work with them.

During the Great Falls workshop 
participants will shoot game birds 
and work with hunting dogs and 
their handlers. 

In Glasgow, the workshop will 
include a hunting dog demonstra-
tion and an opportunity to shoot 
clay targets.

Gail Reiter of Vaughn also at-
tended the 2007 BOW upland 
game bird hunting workshop.

“We have four labs who love to 
hunt, and I thought it was time 
that I found out what the attrac-
tion was,” Reiter said. “I love the 
exercise, the quiet, the beauty and 
watching very talented dogs do 
what they are trained to do and 
what is in them inherently.”

BOW workshops are designed 
so participants leave ready to go 
out and fish, shoot, canoe, cook 
outdoors and use a bow, map, 
and compass. The workshops are 
open to anyone 18 years of age or 
older.

Ochs said one thing she learned 
that stayed with her was to be 
positive.

“Even if you never bring down 
a bird, the day in the field is a 



89
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                           We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                     www.Bdarn.com

precious gift not everyone gets to 
enjoy,” she said.

The workshop in Great Falls will 
be Sept. 11-12 at the Great Falls 
Trap Club beginning Sept. 11 at 
6:30 p.m. and on Sept. 12 at 7:30 
a.m. The $99 workshop fee in-
cludes lunch and simulated hunt-
ing experiences in the field. 

The workshop in Glasgow will 
be Sept. 12 at the Glasgow Trap 
Club from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. The $25 
fee includes reference materials 
and lunch.

To register for these workshops, 
go to the Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks Web site at fwp.mt.gov 
on the Education page and click 
Becoming An Outdoors Woman. 
For more information, call Liz 
Lodman at 406-444-2615.
permission is Required 

For all Hunting On 
private Land

Don’t wait until it is too late. 
Hunters who haven’t already 
asked permission from private 
landowners to hunt need to do so 
as soon as possible. 

Montana’s 2009 archery seasons 
begin Sept. 5. Fall black bear hunt-
ing and the moose, sheep and goat 
seasons begin Sept. 15. Upland 
game bird hunting for most spe-
cies begins Sept. 1.

Montana law requires hunters to 
obtain permission for all hunting 
on private land. Whether pursu-
ing upland game birds, coyotes, 
gopher or any other wildlife, hunt-
ers must have permission from 
the landowner before hunting on 
private property. 

Landowners may grant permis-
sion in a face-to-face contact or 
over the phone, in writing or by 
posting signs that explain the type 
of hunting allowed and under 
what conditions. 

2009 Upland Game Bird 
Hunting Seasons to 

Open Sept. 1
Opening day for most upland 

game bird hunting seasons occur 
on the same day every year-Sept. 
1. The 2009 pheasant season opens 
Oct. 10. Here are the statewide 
hunting season openers. 

Partridge 
September 1 
Pheasant 
October 10 
Sage Grouse
Mountain Grouse 
September 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse 
September 1 
Pheasant/Waterfowl-Youth 
Sept. 26-27 
 Upland bird seasons run through 

Jan.1, 2010-with the exception of 
sage grouse season, which closes 
Nov. 1, and mountain grouse sea-
son, which closes Dec. 15. 

 Daily Bag Limits 
* Two sage grouse, four sharp-

tailed grouse, and three mountain 
grouse in aggregate and eight 
partridge in aggregate. 

* Three cock pheasants daily. 
 Possession Limits 
* Two times the daily bag limit 

for sage grouse and four times the 
daily bag limit for sharp-tailed, 
mountain grouse and partridge. 

* Three times the daily bag limit 
for pheasants. 

 The annual bag limit for turkey 
is two wild turkeys, either sex. The 
total combined limit of the spring 
and fall seasons cannot exceed two 
turkeys per hunter. Fall turkey 
hunting is open to all hunters with 
a valid fall turkey license in the 
general hunting areas described in 
the upland game bird regulations. 
Special turkey hunting permits, 

with applications made in July, are 
valid only in areas specified in the 
regulations and must be used with 
a valid fall turkey license. 

 For details, see the upland game 
bird hunting regulations which 
are available on the FWP web site 
at fwp.mt.gov , at FWP regional 
offices and from FWP license 
providers. 

 Hunters planning to hunt up-
land game birds on Indian Res-
ervations should check Indian 
Reservation regulations for season 
dates, bag limits, licensing re-
quirements, shooting hours, legal 
species and shot gun shell require-
ments, which may differ from state 
regulations. 

Upland Game Bird 
Hunting Outlook 

Upland game bird hunting in 
Montana is expected to be variable 
across the state. Most game bird 
hunting begins Sept. 1. Pheasant 
season opens Oct. 10. 

“This fall’s upland game bird 
hunters will see variations in bird 
populations that correspond to the 
variations in weather experienced 
in Montana this spring,” said Rick 
Northrup, Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks game bird coordinator. 

Weather is critical to the abun-
dance and survival of all game 
birds. In general, spring and sum-
mer moisture enhances game bird 
productivity unless it is accom-
panied with 52 F degree or colder 
temperatures during the spring 
hatch and early brood periods. 

Western Montana 
Northrup said western Montana 

had an average amount of mois-
ture in June and no significant 
weather events to impact grouse 
chicks. The ruffed and dusky or 
blue grouse harvests were about 


