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For more information, call the 
Lac qui Parle headquarters at 320-
734-4451.

Minnesota waterfowl 
season dates and limits 

announced
 With continental populations 

of many species of ducks again 
near record highs, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) has established a 60-day 
duck season that opens Oct. 3 with 
a daily bag limit of six ducks.

Bag limits for most species will 
be the same as last season, except 
hunters will be able to harvest one 
canvasback and the scaup limit 
will be two for the entire 60-day 
season. This good news for diver 
duck hunters is based on increased 
numbers of canvasbacks and 
scaup in the continental breeding 
duck survey.

Based on an increase in breeding 
waterfowl populations and pond 
numbers across Canada and the 
northern plains, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is offering states 
in the Mississippi Flyway, includ-
ing Minnesota, a 60-day season 
that could include a six-duck 
limit with two hen mallards and 
three wood ducks. Minnesota will 
continue with a daily bag limit 
of one hen mallard that has been 
in place since 2005. Likewise, the 
DNR is maintaining a conserva-
tive approach to wood ducks by 
maintaining a two-bird limit.

The bag limits will continue to 
protect local breeding mallard 
and wood duck populations and 
will provide more opportunity for 
Minnesota hunters to benefit from 
high continental waterfowl popu-
lations if habitat conditions and 
weather cooperate, and migrant 
ducks move through the state in 
ample numbers.

“We knew the wood duck limit 
would be of interest to our hunt-
ers,” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist. “So we re-
viewed the biological information, 
took some additional public input 
through a new online question-
naire, and in the end decided to 
maintain the two-bird limit again 
this year.”

DUCK SEASON
The regular waterfowl season 

will open Saturday, Oct. 3, at 9 
a.m. and continue through Tues-
day, Dec. 1. The six-duck bag may 
include no more than four mal-
lards, with only one hen mallard, 
and one black duck, one pintail, 
one canvasback, two wood ducks, 
two redheads and two scaup. Pos-
session limits remain at twice the 
daily bag limits.

Except for opening day, when 
shooting hours will be 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., shooting hours will be from 
onehalf hour before sunrise to 4 
p.m. daily through Saturday, Oct. 
10, and from onehalf hour before 
sunrise to sunset thereafter.

Motorized decoys or other mo-
torized devices designed to attract 
migratory birds may not be used 
from the opening day of duck sea-
son through Saturday, Oct. 10. Mo-
torized decoys or other motorized 
devices designed to attract migra-
tory birds may not be used at any 
time during the season on water 
bodies and lands fully contained 
within state wildlife management 
area boundaries.

Additional details on the duck, 
goose and migratory bird hunting 
seasons will be in the 2009 Minne-
sota Waterfowl Hunting Regula-
tions, available in mid-August.

YOUTH WATERFOWL DAY
Youth Waterfowl Hunting Day 

will be Saturday, Sept. 19. Hunters 
age 15 and under may take regular 

season bag limits when accompa-
nied by a nonhunting adult (age 
18 and older, no license required). 
Canada geese, mergansers, coots 
and moorhens may be taken from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 4 
p.m. Motorized decoy restrictions 
are in effect. New for this year, 
five geese may be taken statewide. 
There are no license requirements, 
except hunters age 13 to 15 must 
have a firearms safety certificate 
or an apprentice hunter validation 
in their possession. All other mi-
gratory bird hunting regulations 
apply.

GOOSE SEASONS
Minnesota’s regular goose sea-

son will open in conjunction with 
the duck season on Saturday, Oct. 
3, except for Canada goose seasons 
in the West-Central Goose Zone, 
which will open on Thursday, 
Oct. 15. The daily bag limit will 
be two Canada geese statewide. 
Possession limits are double the 
daily bag limits. Efforts to increase 
Minnesota’s daily goose bag to 
three statewide except for the West 
Central Goose Zone were not ap-
proved by the Mississippi Flyway 
Council.

EARLY SEPTEMBER GOOSE 
SEASON

The early Canada goose season 
will open statewide on Saturday, 
Sept. 5. The September season is 
designed to harvest Minnesota-
breeding geese prior to the arrival 
of migrant geese. Hunter survey 
results show about 36 percent of 
Minnesota’s goose harvest oc-
curs during the early September 
season. The early season is open 
statewide through Tuesday, Sept. 
22. Bag limits for Canada geese 
will be five per day, statewide. 

A required $4 permit is valid for 
both early and late season goose 
hunting. Permits are available 
wherever hunting and angling 
licenses are sold.
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New this year, the restriction pro-
hibiting hunting within 100 yards 
of surface water has been lifted 
for the Southeast and Metro goose 
zones. Now this restriction ap-
plies only to the Northwest goose 
zone, the Carlos Avery WMA and 
an area surrounding Swan Lake 
in Nicollet County. Early season 
goose hunters should consult the 
2009 Waterfowl Supplement for 
details.

Regular Goose Season
In the West Central Zone, the 

regular Canada goose season will 
be open from Oct. 15 through Oct 
.18, and from Oct. 24 through Nov. 
29. In the remainder of the state 
the season will be open from Oct. 
3 through Dec. 11. The daily bag 
limit will be two Canada geese.

Late Goose Seasons
December Canada goose seasons 

will be offered statewide except in 
the West-Central Goose Zone. Late 
season hunters must have a $4 per-
mit, which is valid for both early 
and late special goose seasons. The 
late season will be open Dec. 12 
to Dec. 21, except in the Southeast 
Goose Zone, where the season will 
be open Dec. 19 to Dec. 28.

Bag limits for Canada geese 
during the late season will be five 
per day, except in the Southeast 
Goose Zone, where the bag limit 
will be two.

The season for light geese (snow, 
blue and Ross’ geese) and brant 
will be Oct. 3 through Dec. 28, 
with a daily limit of 20 light geese 
and one brant. The season for 
white-fronted geese will be Oct. 3 
through Dec. 27, with a daily limit 
of one white-fronted goose.

DNR wildlife seeks 
comments from 

Minnesota waterfowl 
hunters

Hunters have an opportunity to 
comment on upcoming waterfowl 
hunting regulations on the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources’ (DNR) Web site.

“This online survey is not a sub-
stitute for the department’s peri-
odic formal survey of waterfowl 
hunters,” said Dennis Simon, DNR 
wildlife section chief. “Instead, it is 
another way for Minnesota water-
fowl hunters to weigh in on poten-
tial regulations for the upcoming 
and future hunting seasons.”

Due to the timing of duck popu-
lation estimates and the federal 
hunting framework, the DNR 
must make annual decisions 
regarding waterfowl hunting 
seasons in a tight time frame. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service an-
nounces the regulatory framework 
in August and the DNR, in turn, 
must make decisions that take af-
fect in September.

“Hearing from hunters helps us 
shape our decisions,” said Simon. 
“This new online survey tool is 
yet another way to assess what 
waterfowlers are thinking.”

Minnesota breeding 
duck numbers decline, 
Canada goose numbers 

stable
Minnesota’s breeding duck pop-

ulation has dropped to an estimat-
ed 507,000 birds, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

This number is 31 percent lower 
than last year and 19 percent 
below the long-term average of 
626,000. The population estimate 
is based on the DNR’s May aerial 
waterfowl survey.

“Though population swings are 
normal, it’s always disappoint-
ing when numbers decline,” said 
Dennis Simon, DNR wildlife chief. 
“Our goal is to build a breeding 
population of 1 million birds.”

Steve Cordts, the DNR water-
fowl specialist who conducted the 
survey, said the mallard breed-
ing population was estimated at 
236,000. This is 6 percent above 
the long-term average of 224,000 
breeding mallards, but 21 percent 
below last year and 19 percent 
below the recent 10-year average.

Blue-winged teal numbers de-
clined 11 percent from last year to 
135,000 and remained 39 percent 
below the long-term average.

“Blue-winged teal counts are 
always more variable than mal-
lard counts since they are a later 
migrant through the state,” Cordts 
said. “Some years, we count mi-
grant teal during the survey, but 
this year it appeared that most 
migrant blue-wings had already 
moved through the state by the 
time the survey began.”

The combined populations of 
other ducks, such as wood ducks, 
ring-necked ducks, gadwalls, can-
vasbacks and redheads, decreased 
to 170,000, which is 5 percent be-
low the long-term average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands was 318,000, down 2 percent 
from last year but above the long-
term average of 248,000.

“Wetland conditions were highly 
variable this year,” Cordts said. 
“The east-central and southern 
survey areas were extremely dry, 
but conditions improved dra-
matically moving north and west 
across the state.”

Additional wetlands and grass-
lands - including higher quality 
grasslands and wetlands - are key 
to improving breeding duck num-
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bers. The DNR’s Duck Recovery 
Plan identifies the need to restore 2 
million acres of additional habitat 
to achieve the 1 million-bird breed-
ing population level.

“We are committed to hitting the 
1 million-bird target,” Simon said. 
“That means focusing on a long-
term strategy to improve the quan-
tity and quality of wetlands and 
grassland through the combined 
efforts of many partners.”

Simon said new constitutionally 
dedicated funding for habitat con-
servation would help this effort. 
The Legislature recently appropri-
ated about $13 million to various 
conservation organizations for 
habitat improvement on wildlife 
management areas (WMA), fed-
eral waterfowl production areas 
and other lands. The Legislature 
also appropriated $8.5 million of 
dedicated funding to the DNR 
for WMA grassland and wetland 
acquisition and enhancement.

The DNR’s waterfowl survey has 
been conducted in early May each 
year since 1968, with only minor 
changes to the survey design. A 
DNR waterfowl biologist and pilot 
count all waterfowl and wetlands 
along established survey routes 
by flying low-level aerial surveys. 
The survey is timed to coincide 
with peak nesting activity of mal-
lards.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice provides ground crews that 
also count waterfowl along some 
of the same survey routes, provid-
ing data that is used to correct for 
birds not seen by the aerial crew. 
The survey was designed to pro-
vide an index of breeding duck 
abundance in about 40 percent 
of the state that includes much of 
Minnesota’s best remaining duck 
breeding habitat.

Data on breeding duck numbers 
across other regions of North 
America is not yet available, but 

preliminary reports suggest good 
to excellent wetland habitat condi-
tions in the Dakotas and portions 
of southern Canada.

The entire report can be viewed 
online. Waterfowl hunting regu-
lations effective this fall will be 
released in August.

CANADA GEESE
This year’s estimate of 285,000 

Canada geese remains similar to 
last year’s estimate of 289,000.

“Although the population is still 
above our goal, the number of 
breeding Canada geese has stabi-
lized and is no longer increasing 
rapidly,” said DNR biologist Dave 
Rave. “Most wildlife managers 
have reported good numbers of 
goose broods so far this summer, 
which should translate into plenty 
of opportunity for hunters this 
fall.”

Since 2001, the DNR has conduct-
ed a helicopter survey of nesting 
Canada geese during April. The 
survey, which includes most of 
the state except for the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area, counts Canada 
geese on randomly selected plots 
located in prairie, transition and 
forested areas.

MiChigAN
Fish Decoy World 

Championship Event 
Featured at Pointe 

Mouillee Waterfowl 
Festival Sept. 12-13

Contact: Mary Dettloff 517-335-
3014

The Department of Natural 
Resources will co-host the 62nd 
Annual Pointe Mouillee Water-
fowl Festival Sept. 12-13 at Pointe 
Mouillee State Game Area (PMS-
GA). Activities begin at 8 a.m. 
Saturday and run through 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission is free.

The Great Lakes Fish Decoy Col-
lectors and Carvers Association 
will hold the Fish Decoy World 
Championships at the festival 
this year. The association also will 
hold contests for fish carving and 
jigging stick. Registration for all 
carvings begins at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 12, with judging starting at 
10 a.m. The public is welcome to 
view the registered decoys during 
the judging period, which ends in 
the early afternoon.

“Fish decoys are judged in the 
water, and it is amazing to see how 
some of the decoys act or swim 
with just a slight twitch of the jig-
ging stick,” said Dick Whitwam, 
executive director of the festival.

Members of the association will 
be on hand Sunday, Sept. 13, to 
demonstrate fish decoy swimming 
techniques.

Located at the mouth of the 
Huron River at Lake Erie, the 
PMSGA is the largest freshwater 
marsh restoration project in North 
America and one of Michigan’s 
premier waterfowl hunting areas. 
All proceeds from the festival 
benefit wetland restorations and 
wildlife habitat improvements at 
Pointe Mouillee.

For more information about the 
festival, contact Pointe Mouillee 
Waterfowl Festival Executive 
Director Dick Whitwam at (734) 
379-4292 or online at: www.miwa-
terfowlfest.org.

NORth DAKOtA
Prairie Chicken 

Applications Due Aug. 
12

Hunters interested in chasing 
prairie chickens in October will 
need to have their applications in 
the mail and postmarked no later 
than Aug. 12.
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The prairie grouse hunting sea-
son will be held Oct. 10-18 in 
portions of Grand Forks County 
(north unit) and in southeastern 
North Dakota (south unit). A 
total of 100 licenses – 50 in each 
unit – will be awarded to resident 
hunters again this year. Successful 
applicants will be able to take a 
total of two prairie chickens and 
a daily limit of three sharp-tailed 
grouse.

Only hunters with prairie chick-
en permits can hunt sharptails in 
the two zones, and sharptail hunt-
ing is not open outside the prairie 
chicken season.

To apply, hunters need to send a 
postcard with their name, address, 
phone number and choice of hunt-
ing unit (north or south) to Prairie 
Chicken Application, North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department, 
100 N. Bismarck Expressway, 
Bismarck, N.D. 58501.

Only one application per post-
card and one application per 
hunter is permitted. Successful 
applicants will be notified through 
the mail.

hunting guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for 

Aug. 22
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is Aug. 22 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

MiNNESOtA
Pheasant roadside count 

declines for 2009
Minnesota pheasant hunters, 

who in recent years have experi-
enced some of the best hunting 
since the mid-1950s and early 
1960s, are expected to harvest 
fewer birds this autumn.

That according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
(DNR), whose wildlife staff report 
the state’s pheasant index is down 
27 percent from last year and 27 
percent below the 10-year average. 
The index had been above average 
for the past four years.

Dennis Simon, DNR Wildlife 
section chief, said three factors in-
fluenced this year’s bird numbers. 
First, last winter’s weather was 
moderately severe throughout 
much of the pheasant range for the 
first time since 2001. This resulted 
in hen counts 22 percent below the 
10-year average. Second, 72,000 
acres of private land was removed 
from the Conservation Reserve 
Program, thereby reducing nest-
ing opportunities. And third, a 
period of cool and wet weather at 
the normal peak of pheasant hatch 
appeared to reduce early brood 
survival.

“As a result, a decrease in the 
range-wide pheasant index is not 
surprising. South Dakota expe-
rienced a similar decline,” said 
Simon.

Pheasant hunters should find 
birds in about the same abundance 
as 2004, when 420,000 roosters 
were harvested. This compares 
with harvests that have exceeded 
500,000 roosters five of the past 
six years. The half-million bird 
harvests correspond with a string 
of mild winters and high CRP 
enrollment.

“Habitat is what drives popu-
lations and harvest rates,” said 
Simon, noting that in 1958 - the 
height of the Soil Bank conserva-
tion days - the pheasant harvest 
peaked at 1.6 million. During 
1965-86, the years between Soil 
Bank and CRP, harvest averaged 
only 270,000 birds.

Kurt Haroldson, DNR wildlife 
biologist and chief author of this 
year’s pheasant survey report, 
said best opportunities for har-
vesting pheasants will likely be 
in the southwest, where observ-
ers reported 116 birds per 100 
miles of survey driven. Good 
harvest opportunities might also 
be found in the west-central, 
central and south-central regions, 
where observers reported 65, 59, 
and 53 birds per 100 miles driven, 
respectively. This year’s statewide 
pheasant index was 59 birds per 
100 miles driven.

Simon said the most important 
habitat for pheasants is grassland 
that remains undisturbed dur-
ing the nesting season. Protected 
grasslands account for about 6 per-
cent of the state’s pheasant range. 
Farmland retirement programs 
make up the largest portion of 
protected grasslands in the state. 
The effectiveness of farmland con-
servation programs remains under 
threat due to continued high land 
rental rates and competing eco-
nomic opportunities. This year’s 
72,000-acre loss of CRP in Minne-
sota’s pheasant range followed a 
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38,000-acre loss last year. Another 
63,000 acres of CRP contracts are 
scheduled to expire in Minnesota 
on Sept. 30.

Simon said if Minnesota is to 
avoid a drastic decline in pheas-
ant and other farmland wildlife 
populations, hunters, landown-
ers, wildlife watchers and con-
servationists must make the case 
for farm conservation programs. 
Although CRP was reauthorized 
in the current farm bill, its suc-
cess will depend on the rules for 
implementation. Conservation 
organizations such as Pheasants 
Forever, Ducks Unlimited and 
many others can help hunters and 
wildlife enthusiasts stay informed 
of the latest developments.

The DNR is a major partner in the 
Farm Bill Assistance Partnership 
to expand the habitat base through 
marketing of farm bill conserva-
tion programs in partnership with 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources, Pheasants Forever, and 
county Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts. In addition, the DNR 
is continuing a focused habitat 
effort to develop large grassland 
wetland complexes through a 
“Working Lands Initiative” with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and other partners. New funding 
from the constitutionally dedi-
cated Outdoor Heritage Fund is 
expected to accelerate acquisition 
of Wildlife Management Areas 
and Waterfowl Production Areas 
beginning in 2010.

The August roadside survey, 
which began in the late 1940s, 
was standardized in 1955. DNR 
conservation officers and wildlife 
managers in Minnesota’s farm-
land region conduct the survey 
during the first two weeks in 
August. This year’s survey con-
sisted of 170 routes, each 25 miles 

long, with 152 routes located in 
the ring-necked pheasant range. 
Observers drive each route in early 
morning and record the number 
and species of wildlife they see. 
The data provide an index of 
relative abundance and are used 
to monitor annual changes and 
long-term trends in populations 
of ring-necked pheasants, gray 
partridge, eastern cottontail rab-
bits, white tailed jackrabbits and 
selected other wildlife species.

The gray partridge index was 
similar to last year, but 71 percent 
below the 10-year average. Cot-
tontail rabbit indices also declined 
about 40 percent from 2008, the 
10-year average and the long-term 
average. Jackrabbit indices were 
similar to last year, but 86 percent 
below the long-term average. In 
contrast, the mourning dove index 
was up 26 percent from last year.

The 2009 August Roadside Re-
port and pheasant hunting pros-
pects map can be viewed and 
downloaded from the DNR Web 
site.

Minnesota’s pheasant season is 
Oct. 10 - Jan. 3. The daily bag limit 
is two roosters (three roosters from 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 3), with a possession 
limit of six (nine from Dec. 1 - Jan. 
3). Shooting hours are 9 a.m. to 
sunset.

The 2009 Roadside Survey is 
available online.

New grant program 
could trigger hundreds 
of conservation projects
 With more than $3.7 million in 

funds available, a new grant pro-
gram in Minnesota could trigger 
hundreds of conservation projects 
throughout the state, according to 
Leslie Tannahill, grant program 
manager for the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR).

“This new matching grant pro-
gram has tremendous potential 
to kick-start numerous projects 
that have been languishing due to 
challenging economic conditions,” 
Tannahill said. “We’re convinced 
it is going to be extremely popu-
lar.”

Dubbed the Conservation Part-
ners Legacy (CPL) Grant Program, 
it is funded as a direct result of 
the Clean Water, Land and Leg-
acy Constitutional Amendment 
passed by Minnesota voters dur-
ing the November 2008 election. 
The amendment increased the 
sales tax by three-eighths of one 
percent; 33 percent of the increase 
is to be used to fund fish and wild-
life habitat projects.

Government entities and non-
profit organizations at the local, 
state and federal level are eligible 
to apply. A 10 percent match in 
non-state funds or in-kind services 
is required. The minimum award is 
$5,000 with the maximum capped 
at $400,000. A total of $3,760,000 is 
available.

Tannahill said projects must re-
store, protect or enhance prairies, 
wetlands, forests, or habitat for fish 
or wildlife in Minnesota. The CPL 
grant program was recommended 
to the Legislature by the Lessard-
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council, 
a 12-member body of 10 citizens 
and two legislators charged with 
recommending which project pro-
posals should be funded from the 
estimated $90 million expected to 
be raised the first year.

“We are already hearing from 
groups that are anxious to apply,” 
Tannahill noted. “We know there 
are numerous organizations and 
government entities out there that 
have identified important, on-the-
ground projects that they’ve been 
itching to tackle. Now they have 
the opportunity they’ve been wait-
ing for.”
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Complete details of the program 
can be found on the Request for 
Proposal document now posted 
on the DNR Web site at www.
dnr.state.mn.us/grants/habitat/
lessard-sams.html. Applications 
must be received no later than 5 
p.m. on Nov. 3.

Blaze orange required 
for most small game 

hunting
 Blaze orange is required for most 

small game hunting, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

Blaze orange is the most easily 
seen and recognized color against 
a natural background, according 
to Capt. Mike Hammer, DNR 
Enforcement Division Education 
Program coordinator.

“From the standpoint of hunter 
safety, the wearing of this high-
visibility clothing while small 
game hunting in heavy cover, 
such as for grouse and pheasant, 
is a great communications tool,” 
Hammer said.

“Blaze orange clothing is a tre-
mendous aid in helping hunters 
maintain visual contact with 
one another, particularly when 
moving through dense cover or 
woods,” Hammer said. “Any 
hunter who has ever identified 
someone strictly by seeing an 
orange patch knows its value in 
keeping track of other hunters in 
the field.”

Minnesota’s small game season 
gets underway Sept. 19.

DNR seeks comments 
on proposed changes 
to rules affecting state 

parks, forests, recreation 
areas, and waysides

If you camp in a state park, hunt 
in a state forest, or bicycle in a state 
recreation area, the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) would like to hear from 
you by Sept. 30. 

The DNR also hopes to hear from 
geocachers, antler collectors, and 
others who visit Minnesota state 
parks, state forests, state recreation 
areas, and state waysides.

The DNR is considering rules 
and rule amendments that address 
new and emerging recreational 
activities and technologies, from 
camping in camper cabins to ski-
jouring to gathering certain edible 
plants for personal consumption.

Among other things, proposed 
rule changes would:

* Provide for organized public 
activities.

* Extend state park and recre-
ation area hours of operation.

* Change camping registration 
and campsite use requirements.

* Permit seasonal lease of camp-
sites.

* Allow physically disabled 
persons to use electric mobility 
devices on park trails.

In addition, proposed changes 
would identify recreational ac-
tivities permitted in certain state 
recreation areas, including target 
shooting on shooting ranges, dog 
field trials, and dog training. Some 
of the proposed changes are tech-
nical and the result of a change in 
state statute. Others are intended 
to make recreation rules more 
consistent. Proposed changes will 
create distinct and separate rules 
for state recreation areas and state 
parks.

The proposals are posted on 
the DNR Web site at mndnr.gov 
(click on “public input,” then 
“rulemaking,” then “request for 
comments”). You are invited to 
suggest additional changes for the 
DNR to consider, as well.

Send comments by e-mail to 
recreationrules@dnr.state.mn.us, 

by mail to Recreation Rules Com-
ments, Department of Natural 
Resources - Division of Parks and 
Trails, 500 Lafayette Rd., Box 39, 
St. Paul, Minn. 55155, or by fax to 
651-296-1157.

The public review and comment 
period is open until 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 30. For more 
information, contact Jade Templin 
at 651-259-5598 (toll-free - 800-657-
3929) or jade.templin@dnr.state.
mn.us.
Dove season offers easy 
introduction to hunting
Minnesota’s dove hunting sea-

son opens Tuesday, Sept. 1, offer-
ing youth and others a low-cost 
and low-equipment opportunity 
to experience hunting.

Unlike other upland bird hunt-
ing, dove hunting is a sedentary 
activity that occurs in a controlled 
situation where a mentor can eas-
ily coach an inexperienced hunter 
in an extra-safe environment.

“The upcoming dove season is 
an ideal time to introduce some-
one else to hunting,” said Bill Pen-
ning, farmland wildlife program 
leader for the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR). 
“It requires very little equipment 
- just a bucket to sit on, a box of 
shells, shotgun and earth-toned 
clothing.”

Hunters 16 and older must have 
a small game license and Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) certi-
fication. The daily bag limit is 15 
doves with 30 in possession. Al-
though mourning doves are a mi-
gratory bird, non-toxic shot is not 
required but is recommended.

The season continues through 
Friday, Oct. 30.
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DNR seeks comment on 
proposed hunting rule 

changes
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) is ac-
cepting comments through Thurs-
day, Oct. 29, on proposed changes 
and additions to hunting rules. 
These rule changes would not af-
fect the 2009 hunting seasons. 

The proposals cover a variety of 
areas pertaining to bear hunting, 
baiting and outfitting; falconry; 
furbearer trapping; doves; and 
the harvest of ginseng in Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs).

“Many of the rule changes in-
cluded in this package have been 
discussed and supported at past 
public input meetings,” said Jason 
Abraham, DNR season setting 
specialist. “As we move forward 
with these rules, we’re encourag-
ing anyone with an interest in 
wildlife to comment.”

A copy of the proposed rules and 
additional information about the 
rules process is available online.

Provisions being proposed in this 
rule package include:

* Modifying provisions for con-
trolled hunting zones on Lac qui 
Parle State Game Refuge.

* Modifying provisions for taking 
antlerless deer by muzzleloader in 
lottery permit areas.

* Modifying provisions for bear 
hunting, baiting and outfitting.

* Modifying game species that 
may be taken by falconry.

* Repealing provisions for tak-
ing furbearers in national wildlife 
refuges.

* Modifying trap-tending inter-
vals, the use and placement of 
body-gripping traps and marking 
of muskrat houses.

* Repealing duplicate rule provi-
sions relating to certified predator 
control.

* Creating a standard opening 
date and bag limit for the mourn-
ing dove season.

* Modifying provisions for tak-
ing Canada geese.

* Modifying provisions on the 
harvest of ginseng in WMAs.

The DNR will accept written 
comments supporting or oppos-
ing the rule changes through 
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 29. 
Comments may be submitted to 
Jason Abraham, Box 20 Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources, 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 
55155-4020 or via e-mail at Jason.
Abraham@dnr.state.mn.us.

goose hunting 
application period set for 
Lac qui Parle controlled 

hunt
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) will 
soon begin accepting applications 
from hunters wishing to reserve 
a date to goose hunt in the con-
trolled hunting zone at the Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Management Area.

Applications, postmarked be-
tween Aug. 24 and Sept. 16, will 
be processed on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

To apply, hunters must submit 
a standard 3-1/2 inch by 5-1/2 
inch postcard with full name and 
address, and must list their first 
and second choice of hunting 
dates. The limit is one postcard 
per hunter. Applications should 
be sent to: Controlled Hunt, Lac 
qui Parle Wildlife Management 
Area, 14047 20th ST NW, Watson, 
MN 56295.

Successful applicants will receive 
notification by mail designating 
the date of their hunt, and may 
be accompanied by one or two 
guests. All hunters in the Lac qui 
Parle controlled hunting zone who 
are 18 years of age or older will be 

charged a $3 fee on the day of their 
hunt to partially cover controlled 
hunt expenses.

The DNR will assign goose-hunt-
ing stations during a drawing held 
on the morning of the hunt.

A split regular Canada goose sea-
son of 41 days is proposed at Lac 
qui Parle (West Central Zone). The 
first segment is four-days in length 
beginning Thursday, Oct. 15 thru 
Sunday, Oct. 18. The season will 
then close for five-days reopening 
Saturday, Oct. 24 and continuing 
thru Sunday, Nov. 29.

The reservation system will be in 
effect for the entire goose season.

For more information, call the 
Lac qui Parle headquarters at 320-
734-4451.

Minnesota waterfowl 
season dates and limits 

announced
 With continental populations 

of many species of ducks again 
near record highs, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) has established a 60-day 
duck season that opens Oct. 3 with 
a daily bag limit of six ducks. 

Bag limits for most species will 
be the same as last season, except 
hunters will be able to harvest one 
canvasback and the scaup limit 
will be two for the entire 60-day 
season. This good news for diver 
duck hunters is based on increased 
numbers of canvasbacks and 
scaup in the continental breeding 
duck survey.

Based on an increase in breeding 
waterfowl populations and pond 
numbers across Canada and the 
northern plains, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is offering states 
in the Mississippi Flyway, includ-
ing Minnesota, a 60-day season 
that could include a six-duck 
limit with two hen mallards and 
three wood ducks. Minnesota will 
continue with a daily bag limit 
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of one hen mallard that has been 
in place since 2005. Likewise, the 
DNR is maintaining a conserva-
tive approach to wood ducks by 
maintaining a two-bird limit.

The bag limits will continue to 
protect local breeding mallard 
and wood duck populations and 
will provide more opportunity for 
Minnesota hunters to benefit from 
high continental waterfowl popu-
lations if habitat conditions and 
weather cooperate, and migrant 
ducks move through the state in 
ample numbers.

“We knew the wood duck limit 
would be of interest to our hunt-
ers,” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist. “So we re-
viewed the biological information, 
took some additional public input 
through a new online question-
naire, and in the end decided to 
maintain the two-bird limit again 
this year.”

DUCK SEASON
The regular waterfowl season 

will open Saturday, Oct. 3, at 9 
a.m. and continue through Tues-
day, Dec. 1. The six-duck bag may 
include no more than four mal-
lards, with only one hen mallard, 
and one black duck, one pintail, 
one canvasback, two wood ducks, 
two redheads and two scaup. Pos-
session limits remain at twice the 
daily bag limits.

Except for opening day, when 
shooting hours will be 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., shooting hours will be from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 4 
p.m. daily through Saturday, Oct. 
10, and from one-half hour before 
sunrise to sunset thereafter.

Motorized decoys or other mo-
torized devices designed to attract 
migratory birds may not be used 
from the opening day of duck sea-
son through Saturday, Oct. 10. Mo-
torized decoys or other motorized 

devices designed to attract migra-
tory birds may not be used at any 
time during the season on water 
bodies and lands fully contained 
within state wildlife management 
area boundaries.

Additional details on the duck, 
goose and migratory bird hunting 
seasons will be in the 2009 Minne-
sota Waterfowl Hunting Regula-
tions, available in mid-August.

YOUth 
WAtERFOWL DAY
Youth Waterfowl Hunting Day 

will be Saturday, Sept. 19. Hunters 
age 15 and under may take regular 
season bag limits when accompa-
nied by a nonhunting adult (age 
18 and older, no license required). 
Canada geese, mergansers, coots 
and moorhens may be taken from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 4 
p.m. Motorized decoy restrictions 
are in effect. New for this year, 
five geese may be taken statewide. 
There are no license requirements, 
except hunters age 13 to 15 must 
have a firearms safety certificate 
or an apprentice hunter validation 
in their possession. All other mi-
gratory bird hunting regulations 
apply.

gOOSE SEASONS
Minnesota’s regular goose sea-

son will open in conjunction with 
the duck season on Saturday, Oct. 
3, except for Canada goose seasons 
in the West-Central Goose Zone, 
which will open on Thursday, 
Oct. 15. The daily bag limit will 
be two Canada geese statewide. 
Possession limits are double the 
daily bag limits. Efforts to increase 
Minnesota’s daily goose bag to 
three statewide except for the West 
Central Goose Zone were not ap-
proved by the Mississippi Flyway 
Council.

EARLY SEPtEMBER 
gOOSE SEASON

The early Canada goose season 
will open statewide on Saturday, 
Sept. 5. The September season is 
designed to harvest Minnesota-
breeding geese prior to the arrival 
of migrant geese. Hunter survey 
results show about 36 percent of 
Minnesota’s goose harvest oc-
curs during the early September 
season. The early season is open 
statewide through Tuesday, Sept. 
22. Bag limits for Canada geese 
will be five per day, statewide. 

A required $4 permit is valid for 
both early and late season goose 
hunting. Permits are available 
wherever hunting and angling 
licenses are sold.

New this year, the restriction pro-
hibiting hunting within 100 yards 
of surface water has been lifted 
for the Southeast and Metro goose 
zones. Now this restriction ap-
plies only to the Northwest goose 
zone, the Carlos Avery WMA and 
an area surrounding Swan Lake 
in Nicollet County. Early season 
goose hunters should consult the 
2009 Waterfowl Supplement for 
details.

Regular goose 
Season

In the West Central Zone, the 
regular Canada goose season will 
be open from Oct. 15 through Oct 
.18, and from Oct. 24 through Nov. 
29. In the remainder of the state 
the season will be open from Oct. 
3 through Dec. 11. The daily bag 
limit will be two Canada geese.

Late goose Seasons
December Canada goose seasons 

will be offered statewide except in 
the West-Central Goose Zone. Late 
season hunters must have a $4 per-
mit, which is valid for both early 
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and late special goose seasons. The 
late season will be open Dec. 12 
to Dec. 21, except in the Southeast 
Goose Zone, where the season will 
be open Dec. 19 to Dec. 28.

Bag limits for Canada geese 
during the late season will be five 
per day, except in the Southeast 
Goose Zone, where the bag limit 
will be two.

The season for light geese (snow, 
blue and Ross’ geese) and brant 
will be Oct. 3 through Dec. 28, 
with a daily limit of 20 light geese 
and one brant. The season for 
white-fronted geese will be Oct. 3 
through Dec. 27, with a daily limit 
of one white-fronted goose.

$3,740,000 in 
conservation grants 

coming soon
 Hundreds of new conservation 

projects are expected to soon get 
underway throughout Minnesota 
thanks to a new $3,740,000 grant 
program that begins in September, 
the Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) has announced.

The grants from the Outdoor Her-
itage Conservation Partners Grant 
Program were recommended by 
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heri-
tage Council (L-SOHC), reviewed 
by the Legislature, and signed into 
law by Governor Pawlenty. The 
L-SOHC receives 33 percent of 
revenue generated by a state sales 
tax increase approved by voters in 
a constitutional amendment last 
November.

The new grant program was a 
high priority of the L-SOHC, ac-
cording to Leslie Tannahill, DNR 
grant coordinator who will head 
the program.

“It is well known that there are 
many outstanding conservation 
organizations in Minnesota with 
great ideas and projects they 
would like to tackle if only they 
had the funding,” Tannahill said. 

“This program will be exactly 
what they need to get those proj-
ects up and running.”

Half of the grants awarded dur-
ing the first round of the program 
will be for less than $125,000 
and half for more than $125,000. 
The maximum grant amount is 
$400,000. A second round of grants 
will be offered if there are funds re-
maining after this fall’s selections, 
or if the L-SOHC recommends ad-
ditional funding for the program 
in fiscal year 2011.

Grants are available to local, 
regional, state and national orga-
nizations and government entities. 
Projects are eligible in the follow-
ing categories:

* Restore or enhance fish and 
wildlife habitat on lands perma-
nently protected by conservation 
easements or public ownership.

* Protect lands through acquisi-
tion of fee title or conservation 
easements and be open to public 
hunting and fishing during open 
seasons.

Organizations are required to 
fund 10 percent of the project 
from non-state sources and be 
able to complete the work and 
cover all expenses before being 
reimbursed.

Request for proposals will be out 
in late August with first-round ap-
plications due Nov. 3. Successful 
applications will be selected by 
Dec. 15. Program details are avail-
able at www.dnr.state.mn.us/
grants/habitat/lessard-sams.
html. Final details of the program 
are still being worked out so inter-
ested organizations are urged to 
check the Web site regularly.

DNR wildlife seeks 
comments from 

Minnesota waterfowl 
hunters

Hunters have an opportunity to 
comment on upcoming waterfowl 
hunting regulations on the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources’ (DNR) Web site.

“This online survey is not a sub-
stitute for the department’s peri-
odic formal survey of waterfowl 
hunters,” said Dennis Simon, DNR 
wildlife section chief. “Instead, it is 
another way for Minnesota water-
fowl hunters to weigh in on poten-
tial regulations for the upcoming 
and future hunting seasons.”

Due to the timing of duck popu-
lation estimates and the federal 
hunting framework, the DNR 
must make annual decisions 
regarding waterfowl hunting 
seasons in a tight time frame. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service an-
nounces the regulatory framework 
in August and the DNR, in turn, 
must make decisions that take af-
fect in September.

“Hearing from hunters helps us 
shape our decisions,” said Simon. 
“This new online survey tool is 
yet another way to assess what 
waterfowlers are thinking.”

Fishing, hunting law 
changes effective July 1
Hunters and anglers should be 

aware of a number of law changes 
that will take effect July 1 (as op-
posed to the usual Aug. 1 date) as 
a result of legislation passed this 
year.

Changes to fishing regulations 
are listed online. Changes to hunt-
ing regulations will be listed in 
the 2009 Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations booklet, which will be 
available in August.
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FiShiNg
The new fishing rules are:
* Night bowfishing is allowed 

statewide from May 1 to the last 
Sunday in February, with limita-
tions on noise and distance from 
structures.

* A resident is now allowed to 
take fish by angling in a state 
park without an angling license 
under certain conditions, except 
in waters where a trout stamp is 
required.

* Residents age 90 or older may 
take fish without a license.

New fishing contest rules now 
include: -

* A 25 boat minimum for the event 
to require a fishing contest permit 
(currently 30 participants).

* Rough fish contests and con-
tests with total prize value of $500 
or less do not require permits.

* The fee waiver for charitable 
organizations is no longer avail-
able.

* The current maximum contest 
fees are cut in half.

* The commissioner must devel-
op best practices certification for 
fishing contests to assure proper 
handling and release of fish.

* The commissioner must de-
velop an online web-based fish-
ing contest permit application 
process.

* The commissioner may allow 
for live release weigh-ins at public 
accesses.

hUNtiNg
The new hunting rules are:
* Modify the electric motor re-

striction while in waterfowl feed-
ing and resting areas from one 
with 30 pounds of thrust or less to 
one that is 12 volts or less.

* Allow a person with a valid 
bear license, prior to the Saturday 
on or nearest to Sept. 16, to leave 

a portable stand in a wildlife man-
agement area within 100 yards of 
a legally tagged and registered 
bear bait site. They also require a 
person leaving such a stand to af-
fix their name and address to the 
stand so that it can be seen from 
the ground.

* Allow free deer licenses to be 
issued to residents with qualifying 
military service. The licenses allow 
the taking of deer of either sex.

* Remove the restriction on pos-
sessing crossbows outdoors, and 
removes casing requirements in a 
motor vehicle during open seasons 
for game.

* Establish new gun casing excep-
tions that apply when hunting and 
transporting a firearm; removes 
casing requirements for bows pro-
vided they are not armed.

* Allow the commissioner to is-
sue permits to disabled persons to 
hunt from a vehicle that is valid 
for the life of the person, if the 
disability is irreversible.

* Modify the definition of bait for 
the purposes of restrictions while 
hunting deer.

* Extend the hours for placing de-
coys when hunting waterfowl to 
two hours before lawful shooting 
(it is one hour currently). Hunters 
may not leave decoys unattended 
during shooting hours for more 
than three hours.

* Prohibit importation or expor-
tation of live coyotes

* Establishes by law the dates 
and restrictions for the Zone 3 
(southeastern Minnesota) deer 
season for 2009

gENERAL
In other new rules:
* A person may harvest ripe wild 

rice on or after Aug. 15 (was July 
15) to Sept. 30. In 2009, the com-
missioner may, by posting, restrict 
or prohibit the harvesting of wild 

rice on public waters based on the 
stage of ripeness of the wild rice 
stands in the waters.

This provides interim authority 
while wild rice stakeholder work-
groups develop comprehensive 
recommendations for wild rice 
harvest and management prior to 
the 2010 Legislative session.

MiSSOURi
Applications open Sept. 
1 for waterfowl hunting 

reservations 
Water is plentiful at state-man-

aged wetland areas, but wet 
weather has limited the growth 
of plants that provide food for 
migrating ducks.

JEFFERSON CITY-Missourians 
who hope to hunt ducks or geese 
on wetland areas managed by the 
Conservation Department can 
start applying for reservations 
Sept. 1.

The agency will accept applica-
tions for reservations on 15 man-
aged wetland areas from Sept. 1 
through 18. Hunters can apply by 
calling 800-829-2956 or by visiting 
www.mdc.mo.gov/7559. Appli-
cants need the nine-digit identi-
fication number found at the top 
of their hunting or fishing permit. 
The number also is shown next 
to the bar code on Conservation 
Heritage Cards.

Drawing results will be available 
at the same phone number and 
Web site Oct. 1.

The Every Member Draws proce-
dure will be in effect at seven man-
aged wetland areas again this year. 
The Conservation Department 
tested the system at Eagle Bluffs 
and Otter Slough Conservation 
Areas (CAs) during the 2004-2005 
and 2005-2006 hunting seasons 
and found that it increases the 
number of people who get to hunt. 
Every Member Draws will be in 


