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cottontail rabbits and snowshoe 
hares.

Hunters will find upland hunt-
ing rules and shooting times in the 
rules brochure at license vendors 
and Fish and Game offices as well 
as on the department Website at 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov.

Shooting hours for doves and 
sandhill cranes are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset with legal 
times for each day of the 30-day 
season listed on the flyer.

Dove limits are 10 daily with 20 
in possession after the first day. 
Limits for sandhill cranes are 2 
daily with season limit of 9.

A $1.75 federal migratory bird 
harvest information program 
validation is required for dove and 
crane hunting.

There are no sandhill crane con-
trolled hunts. Tags went on sale 
August 1, first-come, first-served. 
Tags cost $15.

The season for forest grouse, 
which include ruffed, spruce and 
blue grouse, runs through De-
cember 31. The daily limit is four, 
whether all of one or mixed spe-
cies, and eight in possession after 
the first day. Only a valid hunting 
license is required for hunting for-
est grouse.

Seasons for cottontail rabbit and 
snowshoe hares runs through 
February 28 for cottontails and 
through March 31 for hares. The 
daily bag limit for both is eight, 
with 16 in possession after the 
first day.

There is no season on pygmy 
rabbits. To distinguish, note that 
cottontail tails are dark above 
and white underneath and the 
pygmy’s tail is buffy gray with no 
white. The cottontail is more than 
a foot long, and the pygmy is less 
than one foot.

Contact the local regional Fish 
and Game office to determine 

whether pygmy rabbits are found 
in your hunting area.

The early fall general turkey 
season begins September 15, and 
seasons for sage grouse, quail, 
and partridge begin September 
19. A separate permit is required 
for hunting sage and sharp-tailed 
grouse. Turkey hunters will need 
tags.

A resident turkey tag costs $19.75, 
and a nonresident tag costs $78.

All hunters need a valid 2009 
Idaho hunting license. 

Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission Monday, 
August 17, set the 2009 

sage-grouse season.
The season in most of Lemhi 

and part of Custer counties was 
reduced to seven days with a daily 
one-bird limit and two birds in 
possession.

There were no changes in sage-
grouse seasons in:

 * Southwestern Owyhee County, 
23-day season from September 19 
through October 11, two-bird daily 
bag limit and four in possession.

 * Northwestern Owyhee County, 
seven-day season from September 
19 through September 25, one-bird 
daily bag limit and two in posses-
sion.

 * Eastern Owyhee County, 
closed.

 * Magic Valley, seven-day sea-
son, from September 19 through 
September 25, one-bird daily bag 
limit and two in possession.

 * The Big Desert West of Inter-
state 15 and south of U.S. Highway 
20, seven-day season, from Sep-
tember 19 through September 25, 
one-bird daily bag limit and two 
in possession.

 * Curlew Grasslands in parts of 
Power, Oneida and Cassia coun-
ties, seven-day season, from Sep-

tember 19 through September 25, 
one-bird daily bag limit and two 
in possession.

 * Southeastern part of the state, 
east of Interstate 15 and south of 
State Highway 26, closed.

 * Most of the Upper Snake 
Region, 23-day season from Sep-
tember 19 through October 11, 
two-bird daily bag limit and four 
in possession.

The southeast, the north and 
most of the western part of the 
state is closed to sage-grouse 
hunting.

Any person hunting sage- or 
sharp-tailed grouse must have in 
their possession a valid 2009 Idaho 
hunting license and a sage-/sharp-
tailed grouse permit validation, 
cost $4.75. For additional details 
contact Idaho Fish and Game, or 
visit http://fishandgame.idaho.
gov/.

F&G commission sets 
waterfowl seasons

The Idaho Fish and Game Com-
mission during its meeting, Mon-
day, August 17, approved water-
fowl seasons for 2009, including 
a new spring light goose hunt in 
parts of the state.

The season will open for the 
maximum number of days al-
lowed by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. A season on canvas-
backs re-opens, the bag limit is 
increased on pintails and season 
restrictions for greater and lesser 
scaup continue.

Waterfowl experts predict a 
good season for Idaho hunters. 
Most of the birds harvested in 
Idaho are produced in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. Habitat condi-
tions in these breeding areas were 
characterized as above-average in 
2009. The pond index increased 45 
percent from 4.4 million in 2008 to 
6.4 million in 2009. The estimated 
mallard abundance increased 10 
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percent from 2008 levels to 8.5 mil-
lion in 2009.

This year, a 107-day fall season 
will open for Canada and greater 
white-fronted geese with a four-
goose daily limit. In addition a 
two-part season for snow and 
Ross’ geese opens in the South-
west, Magic Valley and part of the 
Southeast regions, with a 10-goose 
daily limit.

Waterfowl seasons include:
 * A 107-day season for Canada 

and white-fronted geese runs 
from October 3 through January 
15, 2010, in northern and eastern 
Idaho; and runs from October 10 
through January 22, 2010, in the 
southwestern part of the state.

 o The daily bag limit is four 
geese and a possession limit of 
eight after the first day of the 
season.

 * In northern and eastern Idaho 
the snow and Ross’s geese runs 
from October 3 through January 
15, 2010.

 * A two-part season for snow 
and Ross’ geese runs from October 
22 through January 15 and Febru-
ary 20 through March 10 in a small 
portion of the Southeast Region; 
from October 29 through January 
22 and from February 20 through 
March 10, 2010, in the Southwest 
and the majority of the Magic Val-
ley regions.

The daily bag limit is 10 geese, 
and a possession limit of 20 after 
the first day.

 * For most ducks, the season is 
107 days, running from October 
3 through January 15, 2010, in 
northern and eastern Idaho; and 
from October 10 through January 
22, 2009, in the southwestern part 
of the state.

 * For scaup, the shorter season 
runs from October 24 through 
January 15 in northern and east-
ern Idaho; and from October 31 

through January 22, 2009, in the 
southwestern part of the state.

 * The season re-opens for can-
vasbacks in 2009.

 * The daily bag limit is seven 
ducks; but no more than two 
female mallards, two redheads, 
three scaup, two pintails and one 
canvasback. The possession limit 
is twice the daily limit.

 * The youth waterfowl hunt is 
September 26 and 27, for those 
licensed youth age 15 and under.

Hunters must have a valid 2009 
Idaho hunting license, and any 
person 16 or older who hunts mi-
gratory game birds, such as ducks, 
geese or brant, must have in their 
possession a federal migratory 
bird stamp, at $17.75 and good 
from July 1 through June 30 of 
the following year; and a federal 
migratory game bird harvest in-
formation program validation, at 
$1.75, or $4.75 for nonresidents, 
and good from January 1 through 
December 31 of each year.

Only nontoxic shot may be 
used to hunt waterfowl. For ad-
ditional details contact Idaho Fish 
and Game, the 2009 waterfowl 
brochure or visit the Web site at 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/.

KAnsAs
KDWP WATERFOWL 
HUnTInG COURsEs 

On TAP
Waterfowl Hunt
One-day courses to focus on 

waterfowl hunting techniques, 
wingshooting

PRATT -- The Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Parks 
(KDWP) Hunter Education Sec-
tion is offering two courses in 
advanced hunter education geared 
toward waterfowl hunting. The 
first course will be held Aug. 15 at 
the McPherson Valley Wetlands, 
northwest of McPherson. The 

second course will be held Oct. 3 
at the Kansas Wetlands Education 
Center, located on U.S. Highway 
156 northeast of Great Bend on 
Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area.

If you’ve never participated in 
the thrill of hunting waterfowl, 
or if you’ve hunted before but 
would like to learn more, this is the 
course for you. Each course will 
feature round-robin training, with 
participants learning techniques 
for calling, decoy setting, safety 
and tactics, conservation, duck 
identification, retrieving (with and 
without dogs), and prevention of 
wounding loss. In addition, par-
ticipants will pattern shotguns, 
learn range estimation techniques, 
and practice shooting clay targets 
with nontoxic shotshells. Instruc-
tors will include experienced duck 
hunters gleaned from the ranks of 
KDWP staff and Hunter Education 
Program volunteers.

A $25 pre-registration fee is re-
quired but will be refunded to all 
registrants who show up for the 
course. The registration deadline 
for the August course is Aug. 11. 
The registration deadline for the 
October course is Sept. 29. Each 
class is limited to 40 participants. 
To register, contact the KDWP 
Hunter Education Section at 620-
672-5911. Advanced hunter educa-
tion courses are designed to hone 
the skills of hunters in specific 
areas. They do not meet the state 
requirements for hunter education 
certification.

FIsH AnD WILDLIFE 
sERVICE sURVEY 
COUnTs MORE 
DUCKs In 2009

Promising outlook could mean 
continuation of liberal duck sea-
sons

WASHINGTON, DC -- The pre-
liminary estimate of total ducks 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
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Service’s (USFWS) 2009 Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and Habitat 
Survey was 42 million, which is 
13 percent greater than last year’s 
estimate and 25 percent greater 
than the 1955-2008 average. The 
survey samples more than 2 mil-
lion square miles of waterfowl 
habitat across the northcentral 
and northeastern United States, as 
well as southcentral, eastern, and 
northern Canada, and Alaska. The 
survey estimates the number of 
ducks on the continent’s primary 
nesting grounds.

The annual survey guides US-
FWS waterfowl conservation pro-
grams under authority of the 1918 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, includ-
ing frameworks for states to set 
waterfowl seasons. USFWS works 
in partnership with state biologists 
from the Atlantic, Mississippi, 
Central, and Pacific flyways to es-
tablish regulatory frameworks for 
waterfowl hunting season lengths, 
dates, and bag limits. Kansas is in 
the Central Flyway.

Highlights from the survey in the 
northcentral United States, south-
central and northern Canada, and 
Alaska include the following:

 * estimated mallard population 
of 8.5 million birds, a 10 percent 
increase over last year and 13 
percent above the long-term av-
erage;

 * estimated population of 3.1 
million gadwall, similar to last 
year and 73 percent above the 
long-term average;

 * estimated 7.4 million blue-
winged teal, the second highest 
on record, and green-winged teal 
numbers at an all-time high of 3.4 
million;

 * estimated 3.2 million northern 
pintails, 23 percent more than last 
year but still 20 percent below the 
long-term average;

 * estimated one million red-
heads, similar to last year and 
62 percent above the long-term 
average.

 * estimated 662,000 canvasback, 
35 percent more than last year and 
similar to the long-term average;

 * estimated 4.4 million northern 
shovelers, 25 percent more than 
last year and 92 percent above the 
long-term average;

 * estimated 4.2 million scaup 
(lesser and greater combined), 12 
percent more than last year but 
18 percent below the long-term 
average; and

 * estimated American black 
ducks, ring-necked ducks, Ameri-
can wigeon, bufflehead, gold-
eneyes, and mergansers numbers 
surveyed in eastern North Amer-
ica are similar to last year as well 
as their 1990-2008 averages.

The entire report -- Trends in 
Duck Breeding Populations, 1955-
2009 -- can be downloaded from 
the USFWS website, www.fws.
gov/migratorybirds
HUnTInG ACCIDEnTs 

DECREAsED In 2008
271,000 hunters record only 16 

accidents during 3 million days 
afield

PRATT -- The Kansas Department 
of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) re-
ports that there were 16 hunting 
accidents in 2008, with three fatali-
ties, two of which were not actu-
ally legal hunting incidents. This is 
a decrease of three accidents from 
the previous year and is a very 
small number considering that ap-
proximately 271,000 hunters spent 
more than 3 million days afield.

The three fatalities were unusual 
for Kansas, where hunting fatali-
ties are rare. The first occurred on 
March 24 when the shooter fired at 
a nongame bird roosting in a tree 
behind the victim. Victim leaned 
in to watch and was struck in the 

head with a .22 long rifle bullet. 
Alcohol was involved. The shooter 
was not hunter education certified 
and is now serving time in state 
prison.

The second fatality happened 
on Aug. 1 when a 68-year-old 
hunter returned to his vehicle af-
ter coyote hunting. The man was 
feeling dizzy from the heat and 
possibly had low blood sugar. 
With the safety apparently off, he 
attempted to put a trigger lock on 
his still loaded rifle in the cab of 
his vehicle. The rifle fired, killing 
his wife, who was seated in the 
passenger seat.

The third fatality occurred when 
a 54-year-old hunter swung on 
flushing quail and fired, hitting his 
hunting partner. The victim (age 
64) was at least partially screened 
by heavy weeds. The shooter and 
victim were long time friends 
and hunting partners. Again, the 
shooter was not hunter education 
certified. .

“All these incidents were pre-
ventable with proper observance 
of the rules of safe gun handling 
and common sense,” explains 
Wayne Doyle, KDWP statewide 
hunter education coordinator. “But 
while the fatalities were tragic, the 
small number of accidents reflects 
how hunting is getting safer. The 
last time we had more than 20 ac-
cidents in one year was 1995. By 
any calculation, that means hunt-
ing is safe. The dedication of our 
many volunteer hunter education 
instructors across the state has 
made this happen.”

Swinging on game accounted 
for 7 of the 16 accidents. Upland 
bird hunters were involved in 
half the accidents. There were two 
incidents on opening weekend of 
pheasant season and two on the 
opening weekend of quail season. 
The average age of all shooters 
was 39.
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2009 KAnsAs 
HUnTInG ATLAs 

nOW OnLInE
Atlas locates all Walk-In Hunter 

Access areas and public wildlife 
areas in Kansas

PRATT – The 2009 Kansas Hunt-
ing Atlas, which includes maps 
showing locations of Walk-In 
Hunting Access (WIHA) areas 
and public wildlife areas, is now 
available online at the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks 
(KDWP) website, www.kdwp.
state.ks.us. Printed copies of the 
atlas will be available in late Au-
gust or early September at KDWP 
offices and hunting license ven-
dors around the state.

The atlas provides 60 full-page 
maps covering the entire state. 
Online visitors can view and 
print the complete atlas or select 
specific maps. Each map includes 

an index listing the game species 
most likely to occur on properties 
listed.

For information on hunting sea-
sons and regulations, copies of the 
2009 Kansas Hunting & Furhar-
vesting Regulations Summary will 
be available at Kansas Department 
of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) of-
fices and license vendors around 
the state soon, but hunters can 
view or download the publication 
now at the KDWP website, www.
kdwp.state.ks.us. Type “Hunting 
Regulations” in the search box at 
the department’s homepage or 
click “Hunting/Hunting Regula-
tions.”

2009 KAnsAs 
HUnTInG AnD 

FURHARVEsTInG 
REGULATIOns 

sUMMARY nOW 
OnLInE

Printed copies of the 2009 Kansas 
Hunting & Furharvesting Regula-
tions Summary will be available 
at Kansas Department of Wildlife 
and Parks (KDWP) offices and 
license vendors around the state 
soon, but hunters can view or 
download the publication now at 
the KDWP website, www.kdwp.
state.ks.us. Type “Hunting Regu-
lations” in the search box at the 
department’s homepage or click 
on “Hunting,” then “Hunting 
Regulations.”

New regulations are one of the 
highlights of this annual booklet. 
Regulation changes include the 
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following, listed under “New For 
2009.”

Game Birds
 * Quail and pheasant season 

both open the second Saturday in 
November, Nov. 14 this year, and 
both run through Jan. 31, 2010.

Migratory Game Birds
 * Native dove season days have 

been expanded from 60 days to 70 
days — Sept. 1-Oct. 31 and Nov. 
7-15.

 UP FOR DOVEs: 
HUnTInG sEAsOn 

ALMOsT HERE
Excitement mounts as 

traditional opening 
of hunting season 

approaches with the 
sept. 1 dove season; 10 

days added to this year’s 
season

It’s mid-August, and hunters 
young and old anxiously await the 
traditional opening of fall hunting 
seasons, which begins when dove 
season opens Sept. 1. Preparation 
begins when hunters dust off their 
shotguns and wingshooting skills 
with a little clay target shooting, 
the most important part of prepa-
ration.

While mourning doves are the 
primary quarry, this year, more 
hunters are talking about oppor-
tunities provided by the grow-
ing number of Eurasian collared 
doves, a non-native species. This 
dove has been in Kansas for a 
number of years, but their num-
bers have grown to the point that 
this larger dove can represent a 
significant portion of a hunters 
bag. In addition, Kansans may 
hunt the white-winged dove — a 
native species seen more fre-
quently in recent years — as well 
as the ringed turtle dove, another 
non-native species.

Although most dove hunting 
takes place the first two weeks 
of September, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has given hunters 
an extra 10 days to hunt doves this 
year. The native dove season will 
run Sept. 1-Oct. 31 and Nov. 7-15. 
During this time, the daily bag 
limit of 15 applies to mourning 
and white-winged doves, “single 
species or in combination.” Eur-
asian collared doves and ringed 
turtle doves may be taken in ad-
dition to this daily bag, but they 
must have a fully-feathered wing 
attached while being transported. 
There are no bag and possession 
limits for Eurasian collared doves 
and ringed turtle doves. The pos-
session limit for mourning and 
white-winged doves is 30.

A separate exotic dove season 
will open Nov. 20 and run through 
February 28, 2010. During this sea-
son, only Eurasian collared doves 
and ringed turtle doves may be 
taken; there is no daily bag or pos-
session limit; and doves must be 
transported with a fully-feathered 
wing attached.

One excellent source of hunting 
places can be found in the 2009 
Kansas Hunting Atlas, which 
will be online at the Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife and Parks 
(KDWP) website, www.kdwp.
state.ks.us, in late August. Printed 
copies also will be available in late 
August at many license vendors 
and all KDWP offices. This booklet 
contains maps of Kansas public 
hunting areas, as well as Walk-In 
Hunting Access (WIHA) lands in 
the state.

Another essential tool for the 
hunter is the 2009 Kansas Hunting 
and Furharvesting Regulations 
Summary, currently available on 
the KDWP website and available 
in printed form in late August. 
This booklet contains a list of 
public wildlife areas, as well as il-

lustrations of the four dove species 
that may be hunted.

Because they are migratory 
game birds, doves are federally 
regulated. Federal rules require 
that shotguns be plugged to hold 
no more than three shells. A valid 
Kansas hunting license and Har-
vest Information Stamp (HIP) are 
required to hunt doves, unless 
exempt by law. Those exempt in-
clude hunters younger than 16 or 
65 or older and those hunting on 
their own land.

Seeds freshly planted or other-
wise distributed for the purpose 
of luring, attracting, or enticing 
doves within gun range is illegal. 
Doves may not be hunted in an 
area where grain, salt, or other 
feed has been placed to improve 
dove hunting.

Doves may be hunted over ag-
ricultural crops, other feed, and 
natural vegetation that have been 
mowed, shredded, disked, rolled, 
chopped, trampled, flattened, 
burned, or sprayed. However, 
doves may not be hunted where 
seeds, grains, or other feed has 
been distributed after removal 
from or storage on the field where 
grown.

For more information about dove 
hunting and the law, contact the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife 
and Parks, 620-672-5911, or visit 
the KDWP website, www.kdwp.
state.ks.us.

In addition to obeying the law 
when dove hunting, KDWP is 
asking dove hunters to look for 
leg bands on the mourning doves 
they shoot. This data is necessary 
for understanding population 
trends and responsibly manag-
ing dove harvests. The hunter is 
a critical link in this mourning 
dove banding study. By checking 
all harvested doves for bands and 
reporting banded doves, hunters 
help biologists manage this impor-
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tant migratory game bird. Because 
dove bands are small, hunters can 
easily overlook the bands, so all 
birds taken should be checked.

Report banded mourning doves 
by phoning 1-800-327-BAND 
(2263). Banded birds may also be 
reported on the internet at www.
reportband.gov. Hunters can keep 
the bands and will be provided a 
certificate identifying the age, sex, 
date, and location the bird was 
banded.

2009 KAnsAs 
WATERFOWL 
sEAsOns sET

Wildlife and Parks 
Commission to set 

seasons Aug. 6; similar to 
last year

At an Aug. 6 meeting in Medicine 
Lodge, the Kansas Wildlife and 
Parks Commission approved sea-
sons for late-migrating waterfowl. 
Following frameworks allowed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and recommendations from Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks (KDWP) staff, the upcoming 
2009-2010 late waterfowl seasons 
will allow 74 days of duck hunt-
ing in the Low Plains Zone and 97 
days in the High Plains.

Duck regulations and season 
dates for the fall and winter of 
2009-2010 are as follow.

Bag limits, possession limits, 
shooting hours

 * Five ducks is the daily bag 
limit, which may include no more 
than two redheads, two scaup, 
three wood ducks, and one duck 
from the following group -- one 
pintail, one canvasback, one hen 
mallard, one mottled duck (except 
for the first five days of the season, 
in any zone, when mottled ducks 
may not be taken). The daily bag 
limit for coots is 15, and a daily 
bag limit for mergansers is five, 

which may include no more than 
two hooded mergansers. The coot 
and merganser seasons will run 
concurrent with the regular duck 
seasons.

 * Possession limits for all species 
(ducks, coots, and mergansers) are 
double the daily bag.

 * Shooting hours for all species 
are one-half hour before sunrise 
to sunset.

Duck Season Dates
 * High Plains Zone Youth -- Oct. 

3-4.
 * High Plains Zone (West of U.S. 

283) -- first segment, Oct. 10-Jan. 5, 
2010; second segment, Jan. 23-31, 
2010.

 * Early Zone Youth -- Oct. 3-4.
 * Early Zone -- first segment, Oct. 

10-Dec. 6; second segment, Dec. 
19-Jan. 3, 2010.

 * Late Zone Youth -- Oct. 24-25.
 * Late Zone -- first segment, Oct. 

31-Jan. 3, 2010; second segment, 
Jan. 23-31, 2010.

(For details on zone boundar-
ies, see the 2009 Kansas Hunting 
and Furharvesting Regulations 
Summary, available Sept. 1 at 
most KDWP offices and license 
vendors.)

During the youth seasons, youth 
must be 15 years old or younger 
and accompanied by an adult, 
who cannot hunt. The supervis-
ing adult must be at least 18 years 
old, and the adult does not have to 
have a hunting license or stamps 
required of waterfowl hunters.

For Canada geese, season seg-
ments are Oct. 31-Nov. 8 and Nov. 
11-Feb. 14, with a daily bag limit of 
three. For white-fronted geese, the 
season segments are Oct. 31-Nov. 
8; Nov. 11-Jan. 3, 2010; and Feb. 
6-14, 2010, with a daily bag limit 
of two. The light goose season seg-
ments are Oct. 31-Nov. 8 and Nov. 
11-Feb. 14, 2010, with a daily bag 
limit of 20. (Under a federal Light 

Goose Conservation Order, light 
geese may also be taken from Feb. 
15-April 30, with no bag or posses-
sion limits.)

All waterfowl possession limits 
are twice the daily bag limit, ex-
cept for light geese, which have 
no possession limit.

For falconers, federal frame-
works allow no extended season 
in the High Plains Zone. In both 
the Early and Late zones, the sea-
son runs Feb. 24-March 10, 2010. 
Because of the 107-day hunting 
limit imposed by the federal 
Migratory Bird Treaty, and the 
increased length of the September 
teal season from nine to 16 days, 
there are seven fewer days left for 
falconers in the Early and Late 
zones, and none available in the 
High Plains Zone.

For more details, visit the KDWP 
website, www.kdwp.state.ks.us, 
or phone 620-672-5911.

WEsTAR EnERGY 
nOVICE DOVE HUnT 

sEPT. 4-7
Labor Day weekend event for 

youth 16 and younger
ST. MARYS -- The Westar Energy 

Green Team will host a youth dove 
hunt for novice shooters at Jeffrey 
Energy Center, north of St. Marys, 
on Labor Day weekend, Sept. 4-7. 
Hunts will be on cut but unhar-
vested wheat stubble, guided by 
volunteers in the early morning 
or late afternoon.

These hunts are a great way for 
kids 16 and younger to learn dove 
hunting basics with plenty of 
birds flying at close range. Youth 
must bring their own shotguns, 
be accompanied by a non-hunting 
adult, and have a license and HIP 
stamp if age 16. Shells, decoys, and 
drinks will be provided.

Interested hunters or mentors 
should contact Brad Loveless 
at Westar Energy, 785-575-8115. 



We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine
© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                                     Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com



67
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                           We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                     www.Bdarn.com

Hunters will be accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis, and hunts 
will be scheduled as requests dic-
tate and hunting groups can be 
formed. The registration deadline 
is Friday, Aug. 28.

OCTOBER YOUTH 
WATERFOWL HUnT 

PLAnnED AT CEDAR 
BLUFF WILDLIFE AREA

Fifteen hunters ages 10 through 
16 to be drawn; application dead-
line Sept. 12

The Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks (KDWP) and the 
Hunting Heritage Group Inc.
(HHG), will host a youth water-
fowl hunt in October during the 
youth waterfowl season. The event 
will be held around Cedar Bluff 
Wildlife Area on both public and 
private land. Youth will be divided 
into groups, with each group ac-
companied by a guide.

In addition to the hunt, partici-
pants will participate in a variety 
of classes designed to teach them 
about waterfowl hunting, in-
cluding waterfowl identification, 
calling techniques, and setting 
decoys.

Fifteen hunters will be selected 
to participate. Youth participants 
must be at least 11 years old and 
no older than 15. Candidates for 
the hunt must submit an applica-
tion form by Sept. 12. Application 
forms may be obtained at the 
KDWP website or by phoning 
natural resource officer Jason 
Hawman at 785-743-2942. There 
is no charge for the hunt.

Special hunts like this one are 
part of the Kansas Hunter Re-
cruitment and Retention Program 
called “PASS IT ON.” This pro-
gram addresses the need to recruit 
new hunters and retain existing 
hunters in order to ensure the 
future of hunting.

KEnTUCKY 
Make Adjustments 

When Using steel shot 
for Doves

Public dove fields near areas 
used by waterfowl, such as those 
at Taylorsville Lake or Green River 
Lake Wildlife Management Area, 
require hunters to use non-toxic 
shot only. Lead is toxic to water-
fowl, raptors and other wildlife.

Steel shot is the most common 
type of non-toxic shot. But steel 
and lead are two different animals. 
The hunter planning to enjoy one 
of these non-toxic shot-only fields 
this coming dove season must 
realize this.

Hunters should shoot a few steel 
shells into a patterning board 
to determine how those loads 
respond in their shotgun before 
hitting the field.

“You need to practice with steel 
shot,” said Rocky Pritchert, migra-
tory bird program coordinator for 
the Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources. “It shoots 
a lot different than lead. It holds 
its pattern much truer because the 
pellets don’t deform in the barrel. 
All of those pellets arrive on target 
quicker.”

The lack of malleability in steel 
means you don’t want a tight 
choke on your shotgun. “I never 
use more than improved cylinder,” 
Pritchert said. “I use it the whole 
season. If I can shoot ducks and 
geese with it, I am not worried 
about doves.”

Pritchert feels hunters tend to 
overestimate how far away a dove 
is in a field and this can lead to 
using too much choke with steel 
or lead.

“Hunters generally can’t hit a 
dove over 30 yards away,” he said. 
“A 30-yard dove is a small target. 
Hunters overestimate distance 

because doves are so small and 
move so fast. This can make them 
use too much choke.”

Shot size in steel is slightly bigger 
than what you would normally 
use for doves with lead shot, but 
the difference is negligible.

“I shoot size 6 or 7, usually 7s,” 
Pritchert said. “These sizes are per-
fectly adequate for doves in steel 
loads. The price of steel is also de-
creasing as it becomes more com-
mon. As suppliers put more steel 
shells on shelves, the cost goes 
down. This is happening when the 
cost of lead is increasing.”

Because steel is less dense than 
lead, a 12-gauge field load in size 
7 steel shot holds just 1 ounce 
of shot. Hunters may think they 
are losing some firepower. They 
aren’t.

“Doves don’t take a lot of hits to 
come down,” Pritchert said. “One 
or two steel pellets can bring down 
a dove. Steel is faster than lead. 
Now, you don’t want to shoot 
them in the tail. The best plan is 
still to get several pellets in the 
pilothouse, but you don’t need 
much for a dove.”

Dove season opens Sept. 1. Com-
plete hunting regulations and a list 
of public dove fields are available 
in the 2009-10 Kentucky Hunting 
Guide for Dove, Wood Duck, Teal, 
Woodcock, Snipe and Crow. The 
guide is available at fw.ky.gov 
and wherever hunting licenses 
are sold.

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 
Proposes Waterfowl 

seasons, Opening Day 
Change for spring 

Turkey season
The Kentucky Fish and Wild-

life Commission proposed the 
2009-2010 waterfowl seasons and 
elected officers at its quarterly 
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meeting August 14. Commission 
members also voted to change 
opening day of the general spring 
season for turkey.

The Commission recommends 
all hunting, fishing and boating 
regulations for approval by the 
General Assembly and approves 
all expenditures by the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources. All recommendations 
must be approved by legislators 
before they become law. The Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion must place waterfowl seasons 
within the framework mandated 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice because all migratory game 
birds are under federal control.

Waterfowl seasons include:
Ducks, Coots and Mergansers
· Duck season opens November 

26, 2009 (Thanksgiving Day) and 
closes November 29, 2009. The 
season re-opens December 7, 2009 
and closes January 31, 2010.

· The season dates for scaup are 
now the same as the regular duck 
season. The daily bag limit for 
scaup is two birds as part of the 
six-bird daily duck bag limit.

· Hunters may take one can-
vasback duck this season daily 
as part of the six-bird daily duck 
bag limit.

· Season dates for mergansers 
and coots are the same as the duck 
season dates for the 2009-2010 
seasons. The daily bag limit for 
mergansers is five, only two of 
which may be hooded mergansers. 
The daily limit for coots is 15.

Canada Geese
· Western Goose Zone – Novem-

ber 23, 2009 - January 31, 2010
· Pennyrile-Coalfield Goose Zone 

(including West-Central Canada 
Goose subzone) – November 23, 
2009 – January 31, 2010

· Eastern Goose Zone – Novem-
ber 23, 2009 – January 31, 2010

· Northeastern Canada Goose 
Zone – December 26, 2009 - Janu-
ary 3, 2010 and January 19 – 31, 
2010

White-fronted Geese· Statewide 
– November 23, 2009 – January 
31, 2010

Snow Goose· Regular Season – 
November 23, 2009 – January 31, 
2010

Snow Goose Conservation Order 
Season · Eastern Goose Zone: Feb-
ruary 1 – March 31, 2010

Western, Pennyrile-Coalfield and 
West-Central Goose Zones: Febru-
ary 1 - 5, 2010; February 8 - March 
31, 2010

Youth Waterfowl Season
Eastern Zone: November 7-8, 

2009
Western Zone: February 6-7, 

2010
In other waterfowl-related busi-

ness, hunters at Sloughs Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) may 
now hunt within 25 yards of desig-
nated blinds or blind locations for 
some full-season draw blinds on 
the Powell’s Lake, Jenny Hole and 
Highland Creek tracts. Previously, 
hunters could only hunt from per-
manent department blinds.

Beginning with the 2010-2011 
waterfowl seasons, waterfowl 
hunters using the Ohio River Is-
lands WMA in Livingston County 
must cease hunting and be off the 
area by 2 p.m.

Mobility-impaired hunters will 
now be eligible to participate in 
the mentor waterfowl hunts at 
Minor Clark Fish Hatchery. They 
must possess a mobility-impaired 
access permit obtained from Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife prior to 
the drawing for the hunt and must 
abide by rules already in place for 
the mentor waterfowl hunts.

In turkey-related business, the 
opening of the regular spring tur-
key season will move to the second 

Saturday in April. Previously, the 
regular spring turkey opened on 
the Saturday closest to April 15. 
This new opening day will com-
mence for the 2010 spring turkey 
season. Opening day next year 
will be April 10. Opening day for 
the youth turkey season remained 
unchanged.

In fisheries-related business, 
the Commission recommended 
removing the current horsepow-
er restrictions on boat motors 
on Lake Malone. The 22-foot 
maximum boat length restriction 
remains in place. They also estab-
lished a shoreline use permit for 
development activities on lakes 
owned by Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife. The Commission also 
modified existing regulations 
regarding shoreline use at certain 
department-owned lakes. Existing 
water access structures and boat 
docks will be allowed to remain 
under certain guidelines.

The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
Commission also elected officers 
who will serve until August, 
2010. Dale Franklin, 2nd District 
Commission member, was elected 
chairman while 9th District Com-
mission Member Taylor Orr was 
elected vice-chairman. Dr. James 
Rich, 5th District Commission 
member, was elected secretary.

The next Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission meeting will 
be held at 8 a.m., Friday, December 
4, 2009 at #1 Sportsman’s Lane off 
U.S. 60 in Frankfort. Persons inter-
ested in addressing the Commis-
sion must notify the Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife’s Commissioner’s 
office in writing at least 30 days 
in advance to be considered for 
placement on the meeting agenda. 
People who are hearing impaired 
and plan to attend the meeting 
should contact Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife at least 10 days in advance 
and the agency will provide a 
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translator. To request to address 
the commission, write to Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife, Commissioner 
Dr. Jon Gassett, #1 Sportsman’s 
Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601.

LOUIsIAnA 
WHITE LAKE W.C.A. 
YOUTH WATERFOWL 

HUnT DATE 
AnnOUnCED

The Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) will 
hold youth waterfowl hunts on the 
White Lake Wetlands Conserva-
tion Area (WCA) near Gueydan 
on Nov. 7 and 8. LDWF will spon-
sor the hunts to provide a quality 
experience for young waterfowl 
hunters.

The participants in the hunts will 
be determined by a lottery draw-
ing. Applications for the lottery 
should be submitted to LDWF 
before close of business on Sept. 
24, 2009. One applicant will be 
selected from each of the seven 
geographic LDWF regions in the 
state and one participant will be 
selected from the state at large.

Applicants must be 15 years of 
age and younger. Selected hunters 
must be accompanied in the blind 
by a parent or guardian, though 
the youth will be the only one per-
mitted to possess a firearm.

Applications may be obtained 
by contacting LDWF’s regional 
offices or by visiting the LDWF 
Web site at www.wlf.louisiana.
gov. Completed applications may 
be delivered in person to Room 
461 of the LDWF Building in Baton 
Rouge, or by mail. The mailing 
address is: Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Attention: White 
Lake Youth Waterfowl Hunt at 
P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898.

For more information, contact 
Wayne Sweeney at 337-479-1894.

MInnEsOTA 
K-9 teams are top dogs
A combined K-9 team from the 

Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and Minnesota 
Department of Corrections recent-
ly took top honors at the United 
States Police Canine Association 
(USPCA) regional field trials in 
Hutchinson.

The K-9s scored highest in the 
team categories of agility, obedi-
ence, article recovery, suspect 
search, criminal apprehension 
and criminal apprehension with a 
gun. The competition included 75 
canine units from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin.

“For four dogs from two state 
agencies to take top honors in the 
team category says great things 
about both K-9 programs,” said 
K-9 Conservation Officer Travis 
Muyres of Ham Lake.

Muyres, and his K-9 partner 
Hunter, were joined by Conser-
vation Officer Todd Kanieski of 
Osseo and Saber, Corrections 
Canine Officer Rick Jennings, and 
Corrections Canine Officer Mike 
Langerman. Jennings and Langer-
man work at the Minnesota Cor-
rectional Facility-Lino Lakes.

According to DNR Enforcement 
Director Col. Jim Konrad, “The 
hard work and outstanding per-
formance of DNR officers Muyres 
and Kanieski and their K-9 part-
ners, as well as the Corrections 
canine officers, reflect positively 
on both agencies. I commend 
them.”

K-9 units expand the DNR’s en-
forcement capabilities, noted Kon-
rad. “They play a vital role in our 
agency’s enforcement efforts.”

The DNR K-9 team now moves 
on to national competition in Des 
Moines, Iowa, on Sept. 28.

Goose hunting 
application period set for 
Lac qui Parle controlled 

hunt
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) will 
soon begin accepting applications 
from hunters wishing to reserve 
a date to goose hunt in the con-
trolled hunting zone at the Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Management Area.

Applications, postmarked be-
tween Aug. 24 and Sept. 16, will 
be processed on a first-come, first-
served basis.

To apply, hunters must submit 
a standard 3-1/2 inch by 5-1/2 
inch postcard with full name and 
address, and must list their first 
and second choice of hunting 
dates. The limit is one postcard 
per hunter. Applications should 
be sent to: Controlled Hunt, Lac 
qui Parle Wildlife Management 
Area, 14047 20th ST NW, Watson, 
MN 56295.

Successful applicants will receive 
notification by mail designating 
the date of their hunt, and may 
be accompanied by one or two 
guests. All hunters in the Lac qui 
Parle controlled hunting zone who 
are 18 years of age or older will be 
charged a $3 fee on the day of their 
hunt to partially cover controlled 
hunt expenses.

The DNR will assign goose-hunt-
ing stations during a drawing held 
on the morning of the hunt.

A split regular Canada goose sea-
son of 41 days is proposed at Lac 
qui Parle (West Central Zone). The 
first segment is four-days in length 
beginning Thursday, Oct. 15 thru 
Sunday, Oct. 18. The season will 
then close for five-days reopening 
Saturday, Oct. 24 and continuing 
thru Sunday, Nov. 29.

The reservation system will be in 
effect for the entire goose season.


