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Nevertheless, look for that to push 
over to Saturday and Sunday go-
ing into the Labor Day weekend. 
Dove hunting is an Arizona tradi-
tion with more than 35,000 hunters 
participating each year.

Be sure to get your shotgun shells 
now. The ammunition demand is 
outpacing supply.

Also, even more than in past 
years, scouting is essential. Your 
dove hunting location last year 
could be a subdivision this year, 
or more realistically, fields that 
were sitting fallow last year might 
have crops this year. Check it out 
in advance.

The early dove season runs from 
Sept. 1-15 with half-day hunts in 
the south zone and full-day hunts 
in the north zone and statewide for 
youth hunters 17 and under. The 
late season offers all-day hunt-
ing statewide from Nov. 20, 2009 
through Jan. 3, 2010.

“Those who go scouting a few 
days before their hunt will have 
the best success. Mourning doves 
are very mobile, strong flyers, and 
even if they were recently using 
a sorghum field, it doesn’t mean 
they will be there a week later,” 
says Rabe. “Of course a windy 
and rainy monsoon storm the 
week before the opener, like we 
had last year, could disperse birds 
throughout the desert range and 
have flight numbers dispersed and 
sporadic.”

Where to go
If you are a novice hunter, or 

just new to the state, there are a 
number of organized hunts of-
fering mentoring to help you get 
started. To get the latest details 
on dove events visit www.azgfd.
gov/hunting . Here are a few to 
get you started:

 * Sept. 1-3: Habitat fundraiser 
dove hunt (fee required), Texas 
Hill Farms, Roll (east of Yuma)

 * Sept. 5-6: Juniors-only dove 
hunt, Robbins Butte Wildlife 
Area, near Buckeye (pancake and 
sausage breakfast provided by 
Chandler Rod and Gun Club)

 * Sept. 5: Juniors-only dove 
hunt, Texas Hill Farms, Roll (east 
of Yuma)

 * Sept. 12: New hunters only 
dove hunt, East Valley location to 
be determined 

Furthermore, the department 
is teaming up with local sports-
men’s organizations with a grant 
program to host mentored hunting 
camps throughout the 2009-10 
season to teach new hunters how 
to hunt dove, quail, rabbit, squir-
rel, and other game animals, to 
learn more visit www.azgfd.gov/
hhwg.

 Fall draw results now 
available for Arizona’s 
big game and pheasant 

hunters
Leftover tags for deer, turkey, 

and javelina tags to be issued 
first-come

The 2009 fall drawing process 
for big game and pheasant hunts 
is complete, and the more than 
106,000 applicants can now find 
out if they’ve been drawn by vis-
iting the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department’s Web site at www.
azgfd.gov/draw.

Applicants can obtain draw re-
sults for deer, fall turkey, fall jav-
elina, bighorn sheep, fall buffalo 
and pheasant hunt tags by provid-
ing a department ID Number and 
date of birth. Draw results are also 
available by telephone at (602) 942-
3000, select option two.

Game and Fish officials report an 
increase in applications over last 
year, and said that hunt permit-
tags will be mailed out to success-
ful applicants no later than Aug. 14 
(archery deer tags will be mailed 

out earlier). Refunds for unsuc-
cessful applicants will be mailed 
out to applicant “A” no later than 
Sept. 4 (less application fees).

For those individuals who 
missed the draw or were unsuc-
cessful in getting a permit-tag, 
there are more than 4,500 leftover 
tags remaining. Remaining tags, 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis, include more than 
3,500 deer tags, more than 400 
fall turkey tags, and more than 
500 tags for the juniors-only fall 
javelina hunts.

For a detailed list of leftover per-
mits, visit www.azgfd.gov/draw 
or call (623) 236-7702. For those 
who qualify, there are military 
hunts available for Fort Huachuca. 
For additional information, call 
(520) 533-2549.

There are now two ways to ob-
tain a leftover tag. Applications 
will be accepted by mail only after 
8 a.m. (MST) on Aug. 3. Addition-
ally, beginning at 8 a.m. (MST) 
on Aug. 10, hunters can obtain a 
leftover tag in person from any of 
the seven Arizona Game and Fish 
Department offices. Click here for 
a list of office locations.

“We are introducing this in-per-
son first-come, first-served system 
to streamline the process to obtain 
a leftover permit, and to provide 
a more timely service to our cus-
tomers,” said Harry Seck, assistant 
director of special services. “We 
also feel this improvement will aid 
hunter participation.”

Youth hunters are also remind-
ed that fall turkey tags can be 
purchased over-the-counter at 
any department office or license 
dealer. Additionally, if a youngster 
participated in the spring youth 
turkey hunt, but didn’t harvest a 
bird, their tag is also good for the 
fall season. Hunters that lost their 
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tag can get a duplicate at any de-
partment office for $4.

Additionally, the forecast for 
the nearly six-month long general 
hunting season for dove, quail, 
squirrel, rabbits, ducks and more 
is shaping up to be average to very 
good, depending on the species 
and area. Families are reminded to 
reserve a few weekends this year 
for introducing a youngster to the 
core principles of hunting. Many 
of these species offer lots of excite-
ment, learning opportunities, and 
of course, great table fare for the 
whole family. To learn more about 
hunting in Arizona, visit www.
azgfd.gov.

Dove, pigeon, sandhill 
crane hunt regulations 

are online
Applications accepted for lim-

ited crane hunts between Aug. 3 
and Sept. 1

Hunters hibernating during 
the sizzling summer can now go 
online and get the 2009-10 Ari-
zona Dove and Band-tailed Pigeon 
Regulations, as well as the 2009 
Arizona Sandhill Crane Regula-
tions, at www.azgfd.gov. Printed 
copies should be in Arizona Game 
and Fish Department offices and 
license dealers statewide by Aug 
1.

For those interested in the lim-
ited permits available for a san-
dhill crane hunt, applications 
must be submitted to Game and 
Fish, by mail only, starting Aug. 3 
and received no later than Sept. 1. 
Postmarks do not count.

This is the second year for a 
special juniors-only crane season, 
and the department anticipates 
hosting a youth hunt camp to 
mentor kids hunting these amaz-
ing prehistoric-looking creatures. 
There are 25 juniors-only permits 
this year, available only by the ap-
plication process.

Successful sandhill crane ap-
plicants will receive three hunt 
permit-tags this year, compared 
to two in years past. Applicants 
can choose from seasons for gen-
eral, archery-only, or, for those 
ages 17 and younger, the juniors-
only hunt. Forms and information 
needed to apply are available at 
department offices, license dealers 
and online.

Dove outlook
Hunters are reminded that it’s 

not too early to start preparing for 
dove season. Opening in Septem-
ber, the season is expected to be 
very good due to a high number of 
birds carrying over from last sea-
son and above-average winter and 
spring precipitation this year.

Dove hunting is an Arizona 
tradition with more than 35,000 
hunters participating each year. 
It provides an ideal hunting op-
portunity for families and novice 
hunters.

Arizona Game and Fish hosts 
open houses for spring big game 
and fall waterfowl hunting recom-
mendations

The proposed spring hunt rec-
ommendations for the 2010 spring 
turkey, javelina, buffalo and bear 
regulations, as well as the recom-
mendations for 2009–10 waterfowl 
and snipe regulations, are avail-
able now for review at all of the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s regional offices.

These hunt recommendations are 
formulated according to the exist-
ing hunt guidelines approved by 
the Arizona Game and Fish Com-
mission in August 2007, so hunters 
will see similar structures as they 
did this year.

“Other than relatively minor 
permit adjustments in response 
to changing wildlife populations, 
hunters should see a familiar pack-
age for 2010,” said Chief of Game 

Management, Brian Wakeling. 
“We are proposing to continue two 
over-the-counter programs, the 
juniors-only spring turkey season 
and the archery-only javelina sea-
son for metro units. We had some 
good feedback and feel these are 
invaluable improvements for in-
troducing youth to hunting.”

A total of six open houses will 
be held at the department’s re-
gional offices. At each of the open 
houses, a knowledgeable staff 
person will be available to discuss 
regional hunt recommendations 
and answer questions. No formal 
presentation will be provided. 
The remaining scheduled open 
houses are:

 * Flagstaff – Tuesday, Aug. 4, 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Region 2 
Game and Fish office, 3500 S. Lake 
Mary Road, (928) 774-5045.

 * Mesa – Tuesday, Aug. 4, from 
6-8 p.m. at the Region 6 Game 
and Fish office, 7200 E. University 
Drive, (480) 981-9400.

 * Pinetop – Wednesday, Aug. 
5, from 6-8 p.m. at the Region 
1 Game and Fish office, 2878 E. 
White Mountain Blvd., (928) 367-
4281.

 * Yuma – Thursday, Aug. 6, from 
6-8 p.m. at the Region 4 Game and 
Fish office, 9140 E. 28th St., (928) 
342-0091.

For driving directions and a map 
of each location, click here.

If you are unable to attend one 
of these open houses, both of the 
hunt recommendations are posted 
on the department’s Web site, and 
you may download a PDF file to 
review at your leisure. The rec-
ommendations will be posted at 
www.azgfd.gov/huntguidelines 
under the “Recommendations” 
section heading.

The spring big game hunt and 
fall waterfowl regulations will be 
presented to the Arizona Game 
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and Fish Commission for consid-
eration Saturday, Aug. 8, during 
its regular meeting in Phoenix at 
the Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment headquarters on 5000 
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, 
AZ. 85086. For a full agenda, visit 
www.azgfd.gov/commission un-
der “Meeting Agenda.”

CAliForniA
 Waterfowl Hunting 

Clinic offered in Colusa 
County

Contact: Lieutenant Dan Leh-
man, DFG Advanced Hunter Edu-
cation Program Coordinator, (916) 
358-4356 Kyle Orr, DFG Commu-
nications, (916) 322-8958

As waterfowl season quickly 
approaches, the Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG) is offering a 
clinic for hunters in Colusa County 
on August 15.

Two experienced instructors, 
Assistant Chief Mike Carion and 
Warden Aaron Freitas, will lead 
this clinic, which is part of DFG’s 
Advanced Hunter Education pro-
gram. Students will learn about 
decoy placement, blind design, 
ballistics, calling, duck identifica-
tion, K-9 considerations, gear and 
garb, game care and cleaning, 
cooking tips and safety. All skill 
levels are welcome to attend.

The clinic will be held at the 
Wilderness Unlimited RV Park 
in Williams from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The cost is $40 for adults; children 
16 years and younger are free but 
must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian.

Participants can register online 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/huntered/
advanced or request a registration 
form by mail by calling (916) 358-
4356. Once registered, participants 
will be provided with a workshop 
agenda, a map to the facility and a 
list of items to bring.

For more information about this 
clinic or other Advanced Hunter 
Education clinics, contact Lieuten-
ant Dan Lehman at the number 
above or by e-mail at dlehman@
dfg.ca.gov

DFG AnnounCes 
2009 WAterFoWl 

PoPulAtion 
estimAtes

Contact: Shaun Oldenburger, 
Department of Fish and Game, 
(916) 445-3763 DFG Office of Com-
munications, (916) 322-8911

A 2009 Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) waterfowl survey 
indicates that the number of mal-
lards statewide remains steady, 
but the overall duck population 
has declined.

Conducted by DFG in late April 
and early May, the Waterfowl 
Breeding Survey estimates that 
there are 510,800 ducks of all spe-
cies in the state. This is an eight 
percent decrease from 2008, when 
DFG found 554,300 ducks. Mal-
lards, the most abundant duck in 
the survey, remain essentially un-
changed in number - DFG found 
302,000 mallards this year, up only 
slightly from the 297,100 found 
in 2008. However, the number of 
mallards is currently 18 percent 
below the long-term average for 
this species.

“Preliminary age ratios in the 
mallard harvest indicated poor 
production in 2008,” said Shaun 
Oldenburger, a wildlife biologist 
with DFG’s Waterfowl Program. 
“We expect better waterfowl 
production this year, due to in-
creased late spring precipitation 
that improved habitat conditions 
in some areas.”

The DFG survey covered the 
majority of the suitable waterfowl 
nesting habitat in the state, includ-
ing wetland and agricultural habi-
tats in northeastern California, the 

Central Valley from Red Bluff to 
Bakersfield, and the Suisun and 
Napa-Sonoma marshes. Since 
1955, DFG has conducted this 
survey with a fixed-wing aircraft; 
California Waterfowl, a coopera-
tive partner, provides assistance 
by surveying a sample of transects 
by helicopter.

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS) is conduct-
ing its own breeding population 
surveys throughout Alaska, the 
north-central United States and 
Canada, all of which are primary 
breeding grounds for California’s 
wintering duck population. This 
data, along with the waterfowl 
population estimates from DFG 
and other states, is used by USFWS 
in setting regulation frameworks 
for outside dates, maximum sea-
son lengths and maximum bag 
limits in the Pacific Flyway.

The USFWS frameworks will be 
considered by the Fish and Game 
Commission when setting Califor-
nia waterfowl hunting regulations 
in August. 

DFG Announces 
California upland Game 
Bird stamp Art Contest
Lorna Bernard, DFG Office of 

Education and Outreach, (916) 
322-8932

Karen Fothergill, DFG Wildlife 
Branch, (916) 445-3703

The California Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG) is launch-
ing a national contest to select the 
artwork for the 2010 state upland 
game bird stamp.

The chosen design will become 
the first of the Encore Edition of 
the California upland game bird 
stamp. The Encore Edition marks 
the return of the contest format 
after three years of commissioned 
stamp artwork.

The contest is open to all U.S. 
residents age 18 and over. Origi-
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nal artwork will be accepted from 
October 26 until the November 20, 
2009 contest deadline. Entries can 
be in any medium, but must fea-
ture the mourning dove (zenaida 
macroura). At least one mourning 
dove in the image must have an 
aluminum band with the numbers 
“682” on its right leg.

An upland game bird stamp is 
required for hunting migratory 
and resident upland game birds 
in California. The money gener-
ated from stamp sales can only be 
spent on upland game bird-related 
conservation projects, the creation 
of hunting opportunities, and out-
reach and education.

DFG sells about 200,000 up-
land game bird stamps annually, 
including sales to art collectors. 
In addition to the stamps, DFG 
typically issues signed, limited 
edition prints that are valued by 
art collectors.

The upland game bird stamp 
contest will be judged by a panel 
of experts in the fields of ornithol-
ogy, wildlife conservation, art and 
printing. The winning artist will be 
selected during a public judging 
event to be held in November.

The winning entry will be re-
produced on the 2010 California 
Upland Game Bird Stamp and will 
be available to the public as col-
lectible limited edition prints.

For contest information and 
entry forms, please visit the DFG 
Web site at www.dfg.ca.gov/
upstamp.

DFG offers upland 
Game Hunting Clinics in 

september
Contact: Lieutenant Dan Leh-

man, Advanced Hunter Education 
Program Coordinator, (916) 358-
4356 DFG Office of Communica-
tions, (916) 322-8911

The Department of Fish and 
Game’s (DFG) Advanced Hunter 
Education Program, in conjunc-
tion with Quail Unlimited and 
Wilderness Unlimited, offers two 
upland game hunting clinics on 
Sept. 26. The first clinic will be 
held at the Wilderness Unlimited 
property in Williams in Northern 
California, one hour north of Sac-
ramento. The second clinic will be 
held at Peace Valley near Lebec 
in Southern California, one hour 
north of Los Angeles.

Both clinics are scheduled from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The cost is $40 
for adults; children 16 years and 
younger are free but must be ac-
companied by a paid parent or 
guardian.

The clinics include information 
on hunting quail, chukar and 
pheasant. Topics covered include 
hunting regulations, huntable 
lands, proper types of firearms 
and ammunition used for upland 
game hunting, proper clothing, 
habits and habitats of upland 
game, hunting alone vs. hunting 
with others, hunting with or with-
out a dog and dog demonstrations. 
Other topics include field first-
aid for hunters and dogs, hunter 
responsibilities and ethics, game 
care and cooking. All skill levels 
are welcome to attend.

Participants can register online 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/huntered/
advanced or request a registration 
form by mail by calling (916) 358-
4356. Once registered, participants 
will be provided with a workshop 
agenda, a map to the facility and a 
list of items to bring.

For more information about this 
clinic or other Advanced Hunter 
Education clinics, contact Lieuten-
ant Dan Lehman at the number 
above or by e-mail at dlehman@
dfg.ca.gov

ColorADo
Youth Archery & 

shotgun shooting Clinic 
in el Paso County

Youngsters interested in the 
sports of archery and shotgun 
shooting are invited to attend a 
free one-day event at the Ramah 
State Wildlife Area Archery Range, 
Sat., Sept. 12, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Activities include a shotgun tar-
get & fun shoot, a laser gun com-
puterized shooting station, a 3-D 
archery shoot, and instruction.

“This is a great opportunity for 
youngsters to learn about shoot-
ing sports and try their hand at 
using a bow and learning about 
firearms safety,” said Steve Lucero, 
an education coordinator with the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife. 

Instructors from the DOW 
and trained volunteers will help 
youngsters learn the finer points of 
shooting shotguns and bows.

The DOW will furnish the equip-
ment.

The Ramah Archery Range is 
located four miles west of the 
town of Ramah at the Ramah State 
Wildlife Area along U.S. Hwy 24 in 
northeastern El Paso County.

All ages are welcome. Boys and 
girls under the age of 16 must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Activities will run continuously 
throughout the event.

For more information, call 719-
227-5207.
Commission to Finalize 
Waterfowl regulations 

for 2009 season at 
August Workshop in 

Frisco
The Commission will finalize 

2009 waterfowl season dates and 
bag limits and will hear public 
comment on the five-Year Review 
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of the Big Game Season Structure 
at its August 10th workshop in 
Frisco.

The workshop will be held from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. at the Holi-
day Inn – Summit County, 1129 
North Summit Boulevard.

The Commission will consider 
amending 2009 waterfowl and 
migratory bird hunting seasons 
for the Pacific and Central Flyway 
portions of Colorado including 
season dates and bag and posses-
sion limits. Federal regulations 
have set more liberal parameters 
for the Commission to consider. 
Possible Central Flyway changes 
include: Allowing for pintails and 
canvasbacks to be taken during the 
entire season instead of just the 
first 39 days with a daily bag limit 
of one bird per species and also 
allowing for a daily bag limit of 
three wood ducks instead of two.

In the Pacific Flyway, the Com-
mission will have the option to 
allow for a daily bag limit of one 
canvasback, two pintails instead 
of one and allowing for a daily 
bag limit of three scaup instead 
of two, during the first 86 days of 
the season.

The Commission maintains the 
ability to keep regulations more 
restrictive than federal regula-
tions, and is therefore not required 
to make these changes. 

Division of Wildlife staff will 
also present the Commission with 
draft guidelines and alternatives 
for the 2010-2014 big game Season 
Structure. Limited Elk Game Man-
agement Unit nominations will be 
included in this presentation.

The Commission will hear public 
comment on the Five-Year Review 
of Big Game Season Structure 
agenda item at all meetings and 
workshops during the process. 
Anyone who would like to com-
ment is asked to fill out a “blue 
sheet” –Request to Speak Before 

the Wildlife Commission - and 
give it to any Division of Wildlife 
staff. Comment may be given on 
any aspect, but will be most effec-
tive if directed at the portion of the 
Big Game Season Structure topic 
being discussed at that meeting. 
The time of testimony may be lim-
ited by the Commission chair. The 
usual time limit is three minutes. 
The Commission is scheduled to 
finalize the 2010-2014 Big Game 
Season Structure at its September 
2009 meeting.

Drafts of the Middle Park Deer 
Management Plan (D-9, GMU’s 
18, 27, 28, 37, 181 and 371) and the 
State Bridge Deer Management 
Plan (D-8, GMU’s 15, 35, 36 and 
45) will be presented to the Com-
mission by Division staff.

Constituents can listen to Com-
mission meetings and workshops 
through the Division’s Web site. 
This opportunity is provided to 
keep constituents better informed 
about the development of regu-
lations by the Commission and 
how they and Division staff are 
resolving issues facing Colorado’s 
wildlife.

People can listen to the live audio 
feeds of the meeting by clicking 
on the “listen to audio” link on 
the “Wildlife Commission” Web 
page during the meeting. Broad-
casts are only available during the 
meeting.

To view the entire agenda for the 
August Commission Workshop, 
please visit: http://wildlife.state.
co.us/Wildlife Commission/.

The Colorado Wildlife Com-
mission is an 11-member board 
appointed by the governor. The 
Commission sets Division of Wild-
life regulations and policies for 
hunting, fishing, watchable wild-
life, land purchases and property 
regulations. 

DelAWAre
Delaware’s dove, 

resident Canada goose 
and teal seasons to open 

in september
Hunting opportunities offered at 

State Fish and Wildlife Areas
Delaware hunters will be able to 

start honing their wing shooting 
skills on Tuesday, Sept. 1 with the 
opening of the mourning dove and 
resident Canada goose seasons. 
On Wednesday, Sept. 2, hunters 
can start adding teal to their bag. 

The Division of Fish and Wildlife 
offers many early season hunting 
opportunities on its wildlife areas 
throughout the state. In some loca-
tions, hunting hours may be more 
restrictive than the general frame-
work due to other activities taking 
place on the wildlife areas.

New Castle County
Dove
In New Castle County, large sun-

flower fields have been planted at 
the Cedar Swamp Wildlife Area 
on the Rocks and Guestford tracts. 
Sorghum has been planted on the 
Bell Tract of Cedar Swamp. Hunt-
ing spots are chosen by a lottery 
held at noon at the Cedar Swamp 
check station located on Collins 
Beach Road. Hunting days will be 
Sept. 1, Labor Day Monday, Sept. 
7, and all Saturdays in September. 
Hunting hours are 1 to 5 p.m. All 
other areas of Cedar Swamp out-
side of zones 1, 2, 8 and 9 are open 
daily to dove hunting according to 
all state and federal regulations. 

The Baxter Tract of the Augustine 
Wildlife Area has two sunflower 
fields open throughout the dove 
season with no special permits 
required. Shooting hours for these 
fields are one-half hour before 
sunrise to sunset.

Resident Canada Geese
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Resident Canada goose hunt-
ing will be available on the C&D 
Canal Wildlife Area and on and 
around Reedy Island in the Dela-
ware River. No special permits are 
required.

September Teal
 In New Castle County, 11 blind 

sites on the Port Penn Tract of 
the Augustine Wildlife Area will 
be open for the early teal sea-
son. These blinds are available 
by permit only through lottery 
drawings held at the Augustine 
check station at the end of North 
Congress Street in Port Penn. Lot-
tery drawings are held daily two 
hours before legal shooting time 
throughout the season. September 
teal hunting is also permitted in 
the ponds and impoundments of 
the C&D Canal Wildlife Area ex-
cept that no hunting is permitted 
within the retriever training area. 
No special permits are required 
for this area. 

Kent County
Dove
Kent County state wildlife areas 

offer several dove hunting op-
portunities with both lottery and 
non-lottery hunts. Lottery permit 
hunts are available at the Milford 
Neck Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) Penuel Tract, the Nor-
man G. Wilder WMA Caulk Tract 
and the Ted Harvey WMA Logan 
Lane and Buckaloo Tracts. Permits 
to hunt the sunflower fields on 
these areas are issued through a 
noon lottery at the Little Creek 
checking station located on Route 
9/Bayside Drive just south of the 
town of Little Creek. These areas 
are hunted on opening day, Labor 
Day, and Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays in September only. 

For those not interested in the 
lottery hunts, dove hunting op-
portunities are available at both 
the Blackiston and Norman G. 
Wilder wildlife areas where sun-

flower fields have been planted. 
These sites are open all days of the 
dove season with hunting hours 
from one-half hour before sunrise 
to sunset. 

Resident Canada Geese 
Several Kent County wildlife 

areas have resident Canada goose 
hunting opportunities. At the 
Milford Neck WMA, all of the 
waterfowl hunting blind sites will 
be open on a first come-first served 
basis. In addition, Blackiston, 
Norman G. Wilder (Petersburg 
and Willow Grove Tracts), Mil-
ford Neck and Little Creek (Davy 
Crockett Tract) will be open for 
September goose hunting with no 
restriction to blinds or blind sites. 
Additionally, at the Woodland 
Beach and Roberts tract permit 
required blinds, resident goose 
hunting will be allowed while 
hunting September teal.

September Teal 
Daily lotteries for blinds will 

be held at the Woodland Beach 
WMA for marsh blinds, blinds 
on Taylor ’s gut impoundment 
and the McKay Tract. At the Ted 
Harvey WMA, Roberts Tract and 
river blinds 32-44 will be avail-
able through a daily lottery at the 
Little Creek WMA. Lotteries will 
be held 1 1⁄2 hours before legal 
shooting time at the Woodland 
Beach Checking Station and 2 
hours before legal shooting time 
at the Little Creek Checking Sta-
tion. Other Wildlife Areas open for 
teal hunting include Milford Neck 
WMA, and the Little Creek Davey 
Crockett Tract. All teal hunting on 
the above areas will be every day 
of the September season from 1⁄2 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 

Sussex County
Dove
Dove hunting on managed fields 

will be available on the Assa-
woman and Nanticoke Wildlife 

Areas. At Assawoman, permits 
will be issued from the check 
station beginning at noon on the 
first Saturday in September with 
hunting hours from 1-6 p.m. Dove 
fields are located on the Muddy 
Neck portion of the area on the 
Short Tract. Hunting on this area 
will be on Saturdays only during 
the month of September. Hunters 
should be aware that due to deer 
damage and flooding, sunflowers 
were severely damaged in 2009 
and hunting success may be lim-
ited. Dove hunting will be allowed 
on other unmanaged areas with a 
permit.

At the Nanticoke WMA, there 
are corn and sunflowers at the 
George Adams Field and the Dirt 
Pit Fields. No permits or check out 
are required and there are no limits 
on the number of hunters. Dove 
hunting is allowed on other un-
managed areas without a permit.

All other Wildlife Areas in Sussex 
County are open for dove hunting 
with no permits required.

Resident Canada Geese
No resident goose hunts are 

planned for Sussex County on 
State Wildlife Areas. No resident 
goose flocks are present on areas 
accessible for hunting.

September Teal 
Prime Hook State Wildlife Area 

is closed to teal hunting to remain 
compatible with Prime Hook Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge’s policy of 
leaving the area undisturbed. No 
other Sussex County state wildlife 
areas fall within the September 
teal season zones.

GENERAL HUNTING INFOR-
MATION

September season dates are:
 * Doves: Sept. 1-26
 * Resident Canada Geese: Sept. 

1 –25
 * Teal: Sept. 2 –19. 
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The September teal season has 

been expanded from 9 days to 16 
days. Since the season starts very 
early, most blinds on State Wildlife 
Areas will not be grassed.

In 2009, non-toxic shot must be 
used for all dove hunting on state 
wildlife areas during the month of 
September.

In addition to a Delaware hunt-
ing license, hunters will need to 
have registered with the Fed-
eral Harvest Information Pro-
gram (H.I.P) to get a registration 
number. Hunters can call toll free 
877-335-2447 to register.

If hunting from a blind that was 
selected through a lottery, all hunt-
ers in the blind are required to 
have the $20 annual blind permit 
that can be purchased where hunt-
ing licenses are sold. 

Hunting maps for State Wildlife 
Areas are available online at www.
fw.delaware.gov or by calling 302-
739-9912. 

FloriDA 
Dove Club permits still 
available for one area

Contact: Office of Licensing and 
Permitting 850-488-3641

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
has Dove Club permits remaining 
for one of its special-opportunity 
dove fields.

As of July 20, 24 permits are 
available for Caravelle Ranch 
Wildlife Management Area in Put-
nam County. Permits are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The deadline to purchase them is 
11:59 p.m. (EDT) Sept. 9. 

Sportsmen can purchase Dove 
Club permits by submitting a 
completed Special-Opportunity 
Dove Club Permit Worksheet to 
any county tax collector’s office or 
authorized license agent. Permits 
also are available online at www.

wildlifelicense.com or by calling 
toll-free 888-HUNT-FLORIDA 
(486-8356). 

Worksheets are on the Web at 
MyFWC.com/Hunting under 
“Limited Entry Hunts.”

A permit allows one adult and 
one youth, under age 16, to par-
ticipate in all scheduled hunts for 
a designated dove field for up to 
eight days. These Saturday, half-
day hunts cost $150 and enable 
both the permit holder and youth 
to take a daily bag limit of birds 
each.

For more information on these 
great dove-hunting opportunities, 
visit MyFWC.com/Dove

FWC and Delta 
Waterfowl offer free 

duck-hunting workshop 
in lake mary

Contact: Jamie Feddersen, 321-
726-2862

Waterfowl hunting may be one 
of Florida’s best-kept secrets. 
Wetlands cover vast expanses of 
the state, and much of this habitat 
is open and available to the public 
for duck hunting. With more than 
20 species of migratory ducks that 
winter here and a hunter-harvest 
success rate that is nearly double 
the national average, Florida 
is simply a great place to hunt 
ducks.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
and Delta Waterfowl want to help 
open up the world of duck hunt-
ing to newcomers to the state or 
anyone else interested in the sport 
with a free waterfowl-hunting 
workshop on Saturday, Sept. 19, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The work-
shop will be at Gander Mountain, 
3750 Flagg Lane, Lake Mary.

The popular workshop will 
cover all the basics and more: 

 * hunting ethics,

 * waterfowl identification,
 * rules and regulations,
 * places to hunt,
 * decoys and patterns,
 * shotguns and ammunition,
 * boats and motors,
 * clothing and camouflage. 
Instructors for the workshop are 

FWC waterfowl biologist Jamie 
Feddersen and Delta Waterfowl - 
Central Florida Chapter President 
Matt Goldschmidt. Peter Henn, 
land manager for St. Johns River 
Water Management District, will 
talk about hunting opportunities 
on water district lands.

“We’re really excited about do-
ing this workshop,” Feddersen 
said. “It’s a great opportunity for 
beginning duck hunters to learn 
from folks who have a bit more 
experience.”

For more information, call Fed-
dersen at 321-726-2862 or Gold-
schmidt at 407-468-0773.

illinois
illinois Controlled 
Pheasant Hunting 

reservation information 
now Available online
Online applications for IDNR-

managed sites begin Aug. 10
SPRINGFIELD, IL – Controlled 

pheasant hunting opportunities 
will be available at 18 Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) sites this fall, and the 
2009-10 season dates and permit 
reservation information are now 
available online. 

Fourteen of the sites are operated 
by the IDNR, while four other sites 
will continue to be operated in a 
public/private partnership ar-
rangement between the IDNR and 
concessionaire T. Miller, Inc.

“The controlled pheasant pro-
gram provides an upland game 
hunting experience for thousands 
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of hunters in Illinois each year and 
is a great opportunity for young 
hunters to have success,” said 
IDNR Director Marc Miller. “We 
hear frequently about how much 
the program is appreciated and 
we are pleased to be able to offer it 
again this year. Now is the time to 
check the web site and make plans 
for the upcoming season.” 

The online permit reservation 
system for the 14 IDNR-operated 
sites opens Aug. 10 and permit 
information, season dates, and 
other information are now avail-
able. Detailed information and 
permit reservations are now avail-
able for the four sites managed 
by T. Miller, Inc. Hunters need to 
review the application instructions 
and season information accessible 
online prior to submitting an ap-
plication.

Hunters should be aware of 
changes in the controlled pheasant 
hunt fee system for this season. 
The daily permit fee for the con-
trolled pheasant program is now 
$25 for resident hunters and $35 
for nonresident hunters. The daily 
permit fee applies to each hunter. 
Unlike recent years, daily permit 
fees for reserved permit hunters 
on IDNR-operated sites will be 
collected at the site hunter check 
station on the hunt date. Hunters 
will need to be prepared to pay 
permit fees with cash. IDNR-op-
erated sites will not accept checks 
and are unable to accept credit or 
debit cards.

The public/private partnership 
controlled pheasant hunting areas 
are Chain O’Lakes State Park in 
Lake County, Silver Springs State 
Park in Kendall County, Ramsey 
Lake State Park in Fayette County, 
and Horseshoe Lake State Park 
in Madison County. Information 
about controlled pheasant hunting 
at these sites is available on the 
concessionaire’s website at www.

tmillerinc.com or via a link on the 
IDNR website at http://www.dnr.
state.il.us.

Of the 14 sites operated by the 
IDNR, four offer only the Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunt opportunity 
for young hunters between the 
ages of 10-15. Those four sites are 
the Mackinaw River State Fish and 
Wildlife Area in Tazewell County, 
Clinton Lake State Recreation Area 
in DeWitt County, Edward Madi-
gan State Fish and Wildlife Area 
in Logan County, and Sangchris 
Lake State Park in Christian and 
Sangamon Counties.

Nine sites provide lengthy hunt-
ing seasons for hunters as well as 
special hunting days for young 
hunters. Those nine sites are John-
son Sauk Trail State Park in Henry 
County, the Des Plaines State Fish 
and Wildlife Area in Will County, 
Kankakee River State Park in 
Kankakee County, the Iroquois 
County State Wildlife Area, Mo-
raine View State Recreation Area 
in McLean County, Sand Ridge 
State Forest in Mason County, 
Jim Edgar Panther Creek State 
Fish and Wildlife Area in Cass 
County, Eldon Hazlet State Recre-
ation Area in Clinton County, and 
Wayne Fitzgerrell State Recreation 
Area in Jefferson and Franklin 
Counties. 

The Green River State Wildlife 
Area in Lee County provides 13 
days of controlled pheasant hunt-
ing during a season that extends 
from early November until just 
after Christmas. 

At Des Plaines, Moraine View 
and Eldon Hazlet, hunting op-
portunities are available for hunt-
ers with disabilities where special 
vehicles are provided to assist 
with the hunt.

Online permit reservations for 
the first drawing period on IDNR-
operated sites will be accepted 

from 8:30 a.m. on August 10 
through midnight on August 23. 
Two additional drawing periods 
are scheduled thereafter. Hunters 
need to review the application 
instructions and season informa-
tion on the controlled pheasant 
hunting website prior to submit-
ting an application. To navigate 
to the controlled pheasant hunting 
website once the IDNR website 
http://www.dnr.state.il.us has 
been accessed, hunters should 
follow these directions:

On the IDNR Home Page click 
on the “Hunting” icon

Then click on “Upland/Small 
Game Hunting”

Then click on “Controlled Pheas-
ant Hunting Areas Permit Reser-
vation System”

IDNR-operated controlled pheas-
ant hunting sites will continue to 
have a portion of their hunter 
quota allocated to standby hunt-
ers. Standby hunters acquire per-
mits and pay permit fees at the site 
hunter check station on the day of 
the hunt. For those sites involved 
in the Illinois Youth Pheasant 
Hunt, standby permits are only 
available at Edward Madigan 
State Fish and Wildlife Area and 
Sangchris Lake State Park. 

Hunters without computers 
are encouraged to gain access to 
the controlled pheasant hunting 
online reservation systems by 
checking with family or friends 
or by using a computer at their 
local public library. Completing 
a permit reservation online takes 
less than five minutes.

For complete details, check the 
controlled pheasant hunting web-
site at http://www.dnr.state.il.us 
or the T. Miller, Inc. website at 
www.tmillerinc.com. 



We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine
© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                                     Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com

u.s. Fish and Wildlife 
service regulations 

Committee Approves 
illinois seasons

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Regulations 
Committee, this week, approved 
Illinois Department of Natural Re-
sources (IDNR) recommendations 
for 60-day duck seasons in each of 
the state’s three waterfowl hunting 
zones, along with Canada goose 
hunting seasons of 85 days in the 
North and Central zones and 66 
days in the South Zone for the 
2009-2010 waterfowl season. 

The Illinois seasons, based on 
a five-year plan for waterfowl 
hunting in the state that was 
implemented beginning in 2006, 
include opening the regular duck 
and Canada goose seasons on Oct. 
17 in the North Zone and Oct. 31 
in the Central Zone. The duck and 
Canada goose seasons will open 
on Nov. 14 in the South Zone. 

The state’s regulations, which 
were reviewed by the IDNR Natu-
ral Resources Advisory Board, are 
subject to final formal approval by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) later this summer. 

The USFWS Adaptive Harvest 
Management Report selected a 60-
day duck season with a daily bag 
limit of six ducks not to include 
more than four mallards (two of 
which can be hens), three wood 
ducks, two redheads, two scaup 
(entire 60-day season this year), 
one canvasback (full 60-day sea-
son this year), one black duck, and 
one pintail (full 60-day season this 
year). The duck breeding popula-
tion in the midcontinent area of 
North America of 42 million ducks 
was the fourth highest recorded 
since 1955. 

In addition to the dates for the 
regular waterfowl hunting seasons 
this fall, the IDNR also announced 

regulations for teal hunting and 
early Canada goose hunting in 
September. 

The early-season goose hunt is 
scheduled for Sept. 1-15, while the 
teal season is Sept. 5-20.

Preliminary results of the 2008 
Illinois Waterfowl Hunter Survey, 
a random survey of approximately 
5,000 waterfowl hunters, indicate 
that 58 percent of hunters in the 
North Zone and 60 percent of 
hunters in the Central Zone felt 
last year’s duck season dates were 
about right. In the South Zone, 43 
percent of hunters believed last 
year’s duck season dates were 
about right when the season 
opened on Thanksgiving Day. The 
survey indicated that 50 percent of 
South Zone hunters prefer that the 
season start on Nov. 14 or earlier, 
compared with 43 percent who 
want the season to start on Nov. 26. 
IDNR is recommending the earlier 
start to the season in the South 
Zone after four consecutive years 
of later starts. Nearly two-thirds 
of South Zone hunters surveyed 
object to the season opening the 
same weekend as the first firearm 
deer season (the first weekend of 
firearm deer hunting this fall will 
be Nov. 20-22). 

The 2009-2010 regular Canada 
goose seasons include a continu-
ous 85-day season in the North 
Zone (Oct. 17-Jan. 9), a split 85-day 
season in the Central Zone (Oct. 
31-Nov. 15 and Nov. 24-Jan. 31), 
and a split 66-day season in the 
South Zone (Nov. 14-15 and Nov. 
29-Jan. 31).

The Illinois snow goose seasons 
for 2009-2010 will open on the 
same dates as the regular water-
fowl seasons and run continuously 
through the end of each zone’s 
regular Canada goose season. The 
Conservation Order snow goose 
hunting seasons will begin the 

day after the regular Canada goose 
season ends in each zone and con-
tinue through next Mar. 31.

The September 2009 Canada 
goose season (Sept. 1-15) includes 
a daily bag limit of five geese in 
the Northeast, North and Central 
zones and two geese per day in the 
South Zone (possession limits are 
twice the daily bag limit). 

Illinois’ 16-day teal hunting sea-
son will be Sept. 5-20, with a daily 
limit of four teal (possession limit 
of eight). Federal rules allow for a 
16-day teal season when the blue-
winged teal breeding population 
is more than 4.7 million. 

The Illinois 2009-2010 waterfowl 
hunting seasons are outlined be-
low. Final approval by the USFWS 
is expected in September.

ioWA 
iowa Pheasant Harvest 

Hits record low
DES MOINES - Based on results 

of licensed hunters who pursued 
small game in Iowa, an estimated 
383,000 rooster pheasants were 
harvested during the 2008-09 sea-
son, the lowest total on record and 
marking only the second time since 
1958, Iowa’s pheasant harvest did 
not reach 500,000 roosters.

Unfortunately for Iowa pheas-
ant hunters, both times hap-
pened within the last eight years, 
and both followed winters rated 
among the most severe in Iowa’s 
history.

“The good news is that so far, 
we are having a good nesting 
season and if the weather holds 
through the middle of June, our 
pheasant population could see 
an increase of up to 20 percent,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 
wildlife biologist with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 
“There are three factors to hav-
ing a good pheasant population: 
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a mild winter; a warm and dry 
spring and large chunks of habitat. 
Missing one of those can impact 
the population. Unfortunately in 
the past 10 years, the trends for 
all these factors have been mostly 
negative.”

Bogenschutz said he was not too 
surprised with the harvest totals 
because he saw a preview in the 
annual August roadside survey.

That poor pheasant forecast also 
may have led to fewer hunters 
taking to the field. Based on the 
hunter survey, an estimated 86,000 
hunters pursued pheasants, which 
is an all time low in Iowa.

iowa Pheasants Face 
Hard times

Currently in progress, the DNR’s 
annual August roadside pheasant 
count easily ranks as our most 
popular fish and wildlife survey. 
Although upcoming results of 
the spring nesting seasons have 
always been of great interest to 
Iowans, that interest may have 
never been higher than it is this 
summer.

Times are tough. After endur-
ing a recent series of long hard 
winters, above average snowfall, 
abnormally wet and cool spring 
nesting seasons, unprecedented 
flooding during 2008, and a cata-
strophic ongoing loss of habitat, it 
is little wonder that Iowa pheasant 
numbers have fallen. During the 
2008 hunting season, the state’s 
pheasant harvest plunged to a 
dismal 383,000 roosters which 
was the lowest ever recorded. No 
surprise that pheasant hunters are 
currently on the edge of their seats 
wondering what to expect when 
this year’s season rolls around at 
the end of October.

“Habitat and weather are the 
two factors that always determine 
pheasant populations,” says DNR 
Pheasant Biologist, Todd Bogen-

schutz. “Unfortunately, neither 
of those factors have been pheas-
ant friendly during the last few 
years.”

Annual snowfall is something 
that plays a critical role in winter 
pheasant mortality, says Bogen-
schutz. Plain and simple --- snow 
days kill pheasants. Statewide, 
Iowa received 32 inches of snow-
fall last winter. The norm is 25 
inches of snow. And although 
this spring offered somewhat of 
a reprieve and a closer to normal 
weather scenario, overall tem-
peratures remained below those 
needed for optimum production.

“Iowa pheasants really need a 
break,” says Bogenschutz. “If we 
could get a mild winter followed 
by a warm and dry nesting season, 
we would see a big and positive 
change in pheasant numbers. Last 
year’s flooding was a disaster, 
and this year was certainly better. 
Right now, we’re hoping to at least 
see a moderate increase in state-
wide pheasant numbers when the 
August surveys are complete.”

Gamebird populations are dy-
namic and it’s normal for pheasant 
numbers to fluctuate up or down 
with changing weather conditions, 
says Bogenschutz. But what birds 
cannot compensate for is the loss 
of habitat. In 1993, more than 2.2 
million acres of grassland nest-
ing cover was enrolled in Iowa’s 
Conservation Reserve Program 
[CRP]. Bird populations soared 
and hunters bagged nearly 2 mil-
lion roosters that fall.

But as 10-year CRP contracts have 
expired, Iowa’s grassland acreage 
has declined steadily --- particu-
larly across the northern half of 
the state. Current CRP enrollment 
has dropped to 1.7 million acres 
statewide, and we’re scheduled 
to loose another 85,000 acres [the 
equivalent of 132 square miles of 
nesting habitat] in the state this 

September. An additional 230,000 
CRP acres will expire in 2012.

“It’s hard for people to visualize 
what that kind of habitat loss re-
ally looks like,” says Bogenschutz. 
“Most people can’t accurately 
picture what something like 5,000 
acres or 10,000 acres even looks 
like. What I tell them, is to close 
their eyes and try to imagine a 
300-mile-long, eight-mile-wide 
strip of continuous CRP grassland 
running all the way from Omaha 
to Davenport. That’s the amount 
of CRP nesting cover we’ve al-
ready lost in Iowa, with more 
coming out this fall. When you 
describe it to people that way, you 
can see the wheels start to turn,” 
said Bogenschutz.

The good news is that, for the 
first time in a long time, Iowa 
farmers will soon have an oppor-
tunity to sign up and compete for a 
brand new round of ten-year, CRP 
contracts. Although no one thinks 
the program is likely return to its 
1990s level, the new sign up does 
have the potential to stem habitat 
loss and increase grassland nest-
ing cover for pheasants and other 
upland wildlife species.

“At this point it’s really difficult 
to speculate what will happen, 
but one thing is sure,” says Bo-
genschutz. “We definitely need to 
keep CRP on the landscape. We 
need to fight tooth and nail to keep 
every single acre that’s still out 
there. At least 80 percent of Iowa’s 
pheasant harvest occurs on private 
land. Pheasant populations live or 
die by how those private lands are 
managed.” 

iDAHo
upland game seasons 

open
Fall upland game hunting starts 

September 1, with seasons for 
mourning doves, forest grouse 
and sandhill cranes as well as 


