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Conference & Symposium. Don’t 
miss this opportunity for outstand-
ing Continuing Education credits 
and networking.

Topics include “Anatomical 
Abnormalities of the Reproductive 
Tract” by Dr. Sara Lyle; “Maxi-
mizing Litter Size” by Dr. Cheryl 
Lopate; “AKC Compliance Issues 
and DNA Program” by Margaret 
Poindexter; “Effects of Diet on 
Reproduction” by Dr. Russ Kelley; 
“Perinatal Monitoring” by Karen 
Copley; and “The Puppy Puzzle” 
by Pat Hastings.

The cost of attendance is $170.00 
if registered by July 24, 2009 or 
$195.00 for on-site registration. Fee 
includes all breaks, lunch and pro-
ceedings manual. Check-in opens 
Saturday at 7:00 AM. The program 
runs from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

Call Erika Werne, Director of 
Education, Communications & Club 
Relations with the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation at (888)682-9696 
for additional information.

Click here for more information 
as well as instructions on how to 
register.

Click here to support important 
research at the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation and please consider a 
recurring gift.

Contact:

Erika Werne

Director of Education, Commu-
nications and Club Relations

AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion

919-334-4010

888-682-9696

www.akcchf.org

American Kennel 
Club and AKC 
Canine Health 

Foundation Release 
Podcast about Bloat 

Research 
The American Kennel Club and 

the AKC Canine Health Foundation 
are pleased to debut the next pod-
cast in the Genome Barks series.

Dr. Leslie Monroe joins us this 
week on Genome Barks. Dr. Monroe 
is currently doing a residency in 
nutrition at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis. She discusses bloat 
and the research that has been done 
in recent years.

The Genome Barks podcast se-
ries features lectures from the highly 
successful AKC-CHF Breeders 
Symposia and provides responsible 
breeders and pet owners an inside 
look at the work being done by the 
AKC and the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation.

New podcasts are released ev-
ery two weeks and can be accessed 
from either the American Kennel 
Club website at www.akc.org or 
the AKC Canine Health Foundation 
website at www.akcchf.org - click on 
“Podcasts.” They are also available 
on Apple’s iTunes® or directly at 
www.genomebarks.com.

Clubs are encouraged to add 
the Genome Barks Podcast link to 
their home pages. Contact the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation to obtain 
graphics and links.

Click here to support important 
research at the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation and please consider a 
recurring gift.

Contact:

Erika Werne

Director of Education, Commu-
nications & Club Relations

AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion

919-334-4010

888-682-9696

www.akcchf.org

American Kennel Club 
Honors Danita Slattin 
of the Sussex Spaniel 

Club of America 
With A Community 
Achievement Award
The American Kennel Club® an-

nounced recently that Danita Slattin, 
President of the Sussex Spaniel Club 
of America and resident of Green-
castle, Indiana has been named a 
recipient of the AKC® Community 
Achievement Award for promoting 
responsible dog ownership. Slattin 
received one of three awards for the 
third quarter of 2009–the Illinois 
Capital Kennel Club and Lynne 
Clements of the Clackamas Kennel 
Club also received recognition.

The AKC Community Achieve-
ment Awards support and recognize 
outstanding public education and 
legislation efforts of AKC-affiliated 
clubs, AKC-recognized federations 
and their members. The AKC se-
lects award recipients who promote 
purebred dogs and responsible dog 
ownership within their communi-
ties or who have successfully intro-
duced, monitored and responded 
to legislative issues affecting dog 
ownership.

Slattin’s work exemplifies what 
AKC club members can do for their 
communities on a grassroots level. 
She is one of the founders of the 
K9 Alec Foundation, which assists 
small communities in obtaining po-
lice dogs. Slattin also volunteers in 
her local schools, where she and her 
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Sussex Spaniels educate children 
about responsible dog ownership. 
She visits nursing homes with her 
therapy dog, Reena, and the pair 
recently participated in their local 
Walk for Babies, raising over $500 
for that cause.  

“We applaud Danita and her 
Sussex Spaniels for volunteering 
their time to support Greencastle,” 
said Sheila Goffe, AKC’s Director of 
Government Relations. “The wide 
range of Danita’s outreach activities 
is a great example of the ways in 
which dog owners can bring a posi-
tive message about dog ownership 
to their communities.”

Nominations for the AKC Com-
munity Achievement Awards are 
accepted year-round. Up to three 
honorees are named each quarter. 
They receive a certificate of appre-
ciation and a $1,000 check payable 
to the club or federation’s public 
education and canine legislation 
efforts

American Kennel 
Club and Cat Fanciers’ 

Association Lend a 
Paw to Ring NASDAQ 

Opening Bell
American Kennel Club® (AKC) 

and Cat Fanciers’ Association® 
(CFA) announced today that Meet 
the Breeds™ Chairperson, Gina 
DiNardo, will ring the NASDAQ 
opening bell on October 14th 2009 
on behalf of leading toymaker and 
NASDAQ Member Company, 
JAKKS Pacific (NASDAQ: JAKK). 
JAKKS is a licensee of the AKC 
and CFA and is a sponsor of the 
upcoming Meet the Breeds event.

AKC and CFA’s Meet the Breeds, 
held October 17 & 18 at the Javits 
Center in NYC, is the world’s larg-
est showcase of cats and dogs. The 
event offers cat and dog lovers the 
rare opportunity to meet nearly 
200 breeds and interact with dogs, 
cats, puppies and kittens.

DiNardo will be joined by the Cat 
Fanciers’ Association and Ameri-
can Kennel Club, including CFA 
President Pam DelaBar and AKC 
President Dennis Sprung.  In addi-
tion to being broadcast on national 
business television at 9:30 am ET, 
the bell-ringing ceremony will be 
webcast live on NASDAQ’s web-
site (http://www.nasdaq.com/
about/marketsitetowervideo.asx) 
and on the NASDAQ MarketSite 
Tower in New York City’s Times 
Square.

“We are honored to ring the 
NASDAQ opening bell on behalf 
of our close partner, AKC and CFA 
pet toymaker, JAKKS Pacific,” said 
DiNardo.”JAKKS has created an 
array of top-notch pet products 
that strengthen the bond between 
pet owners and their faithful com-
panions.”

For more information about Meet 
the Breeds, visit 
www.meetthe-
breeds.com. 
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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

Firearms Industry 
Applauds 

Introduction of 
Fishing and Hunting 

Heritage Bill
The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation, the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, hunt-
ing and shooting sports industry, 
applauded the introduction of 
legislation, the Recreational Fish-
ing and Hunting Heritage and Op-
portunities Act (HR 3749), to greatly 
enhance the ability of federal land 
managers to provide, promote and 
plan for recreational uses that bal-
ance the needs and interests of all 
outdoor enthusiasts.

The bill, introduced by U.S. 
Reps. Dan Boren (D-Okla.) and 
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), requires that all 
federal public land planners evalu-
ate the effects that management 
initiatives have on outdoors activi-
ties and provide a clear analysis of 
how proposed actions would affect 
these traditional users of federal 
public lands.

“This legislation is key to ensur-
ing that our hunting and shooting 
heritage continues to endure, even 
amidst continued threats from 
anti-hunting and anti-gun special 
interest groups, on federal lands,” 
said NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Lawrence G. 
Keane.

The bill specifically directs the 
U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau 
of Land Management to utilize the 
multi-use mandates in their agen-
cies’ respective land-management 
plans to promote sportsmen and 
sportswomen’s access to forest and 

public lands.

The bill would further provide 
federal land managers with the au-
thority to designate specific areas 
for recreational shooting.

“The firearms industry thanks 
Congressmen Boren and Ryan for 
their continued support of sports-
men and women in the United 
States,” concluded Keane.

Firearm Sales Figures for 
September

Data released by the FBI’s Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS) reported 
1,093,230 checks in September 2009. 
This figure is a 12.4 percent increase 
from the 973,003 reported in Sep-
tember 2008 and demonstrates that 
sale of new and used firearms are 
remaining strong and continuing 
to grow.

FBI background checks are 
required under federal law for all 
individuals purchasing either newly 
manufactured or used firearms from 
federally licensed retailers. As such, 
the checks serve as a gauge of sales 
but do not reflect the actual number 
of firearms produced or sold.

The September data follows a 
series of monthly increases dating 
back to November of 2008:

September up 12.4%

August up 12.3%

July up 8.4%

June up 18.1%

May up 15.5%

April up 30.3%

March up 29.2%

February up 23.3%

January up 28.8%

December up 23.8%

November up 41.6%

The increase coincides with a 
rise in excise taxes reported by fire-
arms and ammunition manufactur-
ers, another key economic indicator 
for the firearms industry.

According to the most recent 
Firearms and Ammunition Excise 
Tax Collection Report, firearm and 
ammunition manufacturers paid 
more than $109.8 million in the 
first calendar quarter of 2009, up 43 
percent over the same time period 
in 2008. This dramatic increase fol-
lows a 31.3 percent increase in excise 
taxes from the previous quarter (4Q, 
2008).

The total number of background 
checks reported since the beginning 
of NICS is 106,153,443.

Firearms Industry 
Applauds Senators’ 
Initiative in Fight 

to Preserve Use 
of Traditional 

Ammunition in 
National Parks

A letter signed by numerous 
United States senators to Depart-
ment of the Interior Secretary Ken 
Salazar raising important questions 
about actions by the National Park 
Service (NPS) to ban the use of tra-
ditional ammunition in parks that 
allow hunting has drawn praise 
from the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the trade as-
sociation for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting sports 
industry.

In the letter to Secretary Salazar, 
13 senators detailed their concerns 
about the impact a ban on tradi-
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tional ammunition would have on 
hunters, the economy and wildlife 
populations.

“At this time, the motives be-
hind NPS actions addressing lead 
issues are very unclear. Especially in 
these difficult economic times, this 
action will discourage people from 
hunting and fishing and decrease 
revenue into the Pittman-Robertson 
fund that funds state conservation 
efforts,” read the letter.

The NPS continues to pursue 
a ban on traditional ammunition 
that it announced earlier in the 
year would apply to park person-
nel involved with culling sick and 
wounded animals, and indicated 
it would consider widening the 
ban to all hunters. The firearms 
industry, sportsmen’s groups and 
multiple conservation organizations 
criticized the ban in a press release, 
calling it “arbitrary, over-reactive 
and not based on science.”

“The move by members of 
the United States Senate to step 
in and raise concerns about the 
NPS making any unilateral actions 
concerning traditional ammunition 
is welcomed by conservation and 
sportsmen’s groups throughout 
the country and the entire firearms 
industry,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “This process 
needs to be as transparent as pos-
sible and Congress’ involvement 
will help to ensure that this is the 
case.”

The NSSF has clearly stated in 
communications to the NPS that 
any decision made about federal 
lands with regard to ammunition 
products be based on thorough sci-
entific study of wildlife population 
impacts. Currently, no scientific evi-
dence indicates that wildlife popula-
tions are being negatively impacted 
by hunters utilizing traditional 
ammunition.

The NSSF has clearly stated in 
communications to the NPS that 
any decision made about federal 
lands with regard to ammunition 
products be based on thorough sci-
entific study of wildlife population 
impacts. Currently, no scientific evi-
dence indicates that wildlife popula-
tions are being negatively impacted 
by hunters utilizing traditional 
ammunition.

In concluding their letter to 
Secretary Salazar, the senators were 
very clear as to what they wanted to 
see: “We request that NPS cease all 
actions to prohibit the use of lead 
products on NPS lands by private 
citizens and NPS personnel.”

Signatories on the letter in-
clude:

Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY)
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)
Sen. James E. Risch(R-ID)
Sen. Jim Bunning (R-KY)
Sen. Roger F. Wicker (R-MS)
Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC)
Sen. Michael B. Enzi (R-WY)
Sen. Robert F. Bennett(R-UT)
Sen. John Thune (R-SD)
Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC)
Sen. Mike Johanns (R-NE)
Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK)
Sen. David Vitter (R-LA)

NSSF Launches 
Campaign to Educate 
America About ‘Most 

Misunderstood 
Firearm’

Modern Sporting Rifles -- based 
on the AR-15 platform -- Are Widely 
Owned

by Hunters and Target Shooters 
and Are Not ‘Assault Weapons’

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation has launched a national 
media campaign designed to correct 
widespread misperceptions among 

gun owners and non-gun owners 
about AR-15-style rifles, also known 
as modern sporting rifles.

“The best-selling rifles in Amer-
ica today are those based on the 
AR-15 platform -- they are today’s 
modern sporting rifles -- yet they 
remain America’s most misunder-
stood firearm because of confusion 
caused by their cosmetic features,” 
said Steve Sanetti, president of the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion, trade association for the fire-
arms industry.

Sanetti said the confusion is 
understandable because a modern 
sporting rifle looks like a military 
firearm, like an M-16, for example. 
“We want people to understand that 
these civilian sporting rifles function 
just like many other sporting rifles, 
as semi-automatics, firing only one 
round with each pull of the trigger, 
and are widely used by hunters and 
target shooters and for home pro-
tection. They are not ‘evil’ or ‘bad’ 
firearms, as some would have you 
think,” Sanetti emphasized.

The media campaign illustrates 
how for more than 100 years rifles 
used by the military that possess 
battlefield requirements of accuracy, 
ruggedness and reliability became, 
understandably, popular civilian 
sporting rifles. This military-to-ci-
vilian evolution can be seen in some 
of the most famous rifle models of 
all time, including the 1903 Spring-
field bolt-action rifle of World War 
I, the Garand semi-automatic rifle of 
World War II and the M-16 rifle of 
the Vietnam era. In the case of the 
M-16, its civilian version, the AR-15, 
was modified so that it functioned 
only as a semi-automatic.

Today’s AR-15-style modern 
sporting rifles are just another step 
in the evolution of the tools hunt-
ers and target shooters use to enjoy 
their activities. These rifles may not 
look like current hunting rifles, but 
remember, your current hunting 



We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine
© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                                     Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com
rifle probably doesn’t look much 
like your grandfather’s rifle either.

Sanetti emphasized that these 
AR-15-platform sporting rifles are 
not “assault weapons,” as they are 
frequently and incorrectly labeled 
by organizations, media and elected 
officials who would like to ban 
them. “An assault weapon is fully 
automatic -- a machine gun -- while 
rifles based on the AR-15 platform 
are semi-automatic,” said Sanetti. 
“Civilian ownership of fully auto-
matic firearms has been severely 
restricted since 1934.”

The multi-pronged campaign 
will use print, video and Web-based 
components to reach as wide an 
audience as possible, with empha-
sis placed on educating sportsmen 
whose preference for traditional-
looking firearms can lead them to 
misunderstand AR-15-platform 
rifles and to even describe them us-
ing terms such as “assault weapon,” 
which inadvertently lends sup-
port to those wanting to ban these 
rifles.

The campaign’s educational ads 
have been placed in major firearm 
and sporting magazines such as 
Field & Stream and Outdoor Life 
and on outdoor cable television 
networks. The campaign’s materials 
can also be seen on a dedicated Web 
site, which expands the educational 
messages delivered in the media 
campaign to promote an even bet-
ter understanding of how civilian 
sporting rifles have evolved from 
military rifles over time.

The Web site offers video, a 
timeline of military-to-civilian rifle 
evolution plus interactive features 
that identify the components and 
functionality of modern sporting 
rifles. There is also a facts section 
of the site, where gun owners can 
arm themselves with facts to correct 
individuals, media and organiza-
tions who are misinformed about 
these rifles.

“We ask everyone who values 
their gun ownership rights to cor-
rect misunderstandings about the 
use and operation of these modern 
sporting rifles,” said Sanetti. “If we 
let misinformation go unchecked, 
we only assist those who would 
ban ownership of these and other 
types of semi-automatic firearms, 
like your duck-hunting shotgun. We 
can’t let that happen.”

Visit the Web site at www.nssf.
org/MSR to learn more about mod-
ern sporting rifles.

SUPREME COURT 
TO HEAR CASE 

AFFECTING 
OUTDOOR MEDIA 

The U.S. Supreme Court is 
slated to hear oral arguments in 
U.S. v. Stevens on Oct. 6. NSSF 
alerted conservation, sportsmen 
and outdoor media groups to this 
case previously and filed an amicus 
brief with the court. The case centers 
around a 1999 federal statute used 
to prosecute a Virginia man on 
animal cruelty-related charges that 
could similarly be used to prosecute 
retailers for stocking and selling 
books, DVDs or art depicting hunt-
ing scenes. In the 2004 case, the de-
fendant was initially convicted, but 
the decision was later overturned 
by the Third Court of Appeals as a 
violation of the First Amendment. 
NSSF opposes animal cruelty which 
is illegal in every state, but hunting 
scenes -- which date back to cave 
drawings -- are not representative 
of such criminal behavior. The Hu-
mane Society of the United States 
has filed an amicus brief for the 
government.

Wisconsin Governor 
Signs Families Afield 

Bill BARRIERS 
REMOVED IN 29 

STATES
A nearly five-year effort to re-

move barriers for young hunters in 
Wisconsin came to a close Thurs-
day when Gov. Jim Doyle signed 
legislation that will provide young 
people ages 10 and over with the 
opportunity to get in the field and 
experience hunting with a licensed 
mentor. The legislation is the 
culmination of nearly five years 
of work for the Families Afield 
program, founded by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation 
and the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance. 
The cornerstone of the program 
has been the apprentice hunting 
concept, which is embodied in the 
new Wisconsin law. “Replacing 
our ranks as older sportsmen leave 
hunting is critical to conservation 
and hunting,” said NSSF President 
Steve Sanetti. “This new law is a 
major tool for accomplishing that 
important task.”
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State News

ALABAMA
Alabama Dove Season 

Dates Finalized
The Alabama Department of 

Conservation and Natural Re-
sources announces that the 2009 
dove seasons for the north and 
south zones are finalized with the 
first day of hunting in the north 
zone on September 5 and the first 
day of hunting in the south zone 
on October 3. Both zones will hunt 
under a 70-day split season with a 
15-a-day bag limit.

The south zone includes Bald-
win, Barbour, Coffee, Covington, 
Dale, Escambia, Geneva, Henry, 
Houston and Mobile counties. 
The remaining counties are in the 
north zone.

The season dates are:
NORTH ZONE: 15-a-day – 15 in 

Possession
12 O’clock noon until Sunset 

(Afternoon Shooting Only) Sep-
tember 5

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) September 
6 – October 4

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) October 
24– November 7

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) December 
12 – January 5, 2010

SOUTH ZONE: 15-a-day – 15 in 
Possession

12 O’clock noon until Sunset 
(Afternoon Shooting Only) Oc-
tober 3

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) October 
4 – November 1

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) November 
26 – November 29

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) December 
5 – January 9, 2010

The mourning dove is the most 
abundant game bird in Alabama 
and is pursued by thousands of 
hunters. “Dove hunting is a great 
way to introduce new hunters, 
especially youth, to hunting,” said 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries 
Director Corky Pugh. “Hunters 
don’t have to be still and quiet and 
temperatures in the early season 
are not cold.”

ADCNR reminds hunters to use 
all safety precautions, including 
not shooting low birds. In addi-
tion, all hunters are encouraged to 
wear eye and ear protection.

For further information on Ala-
bama hunting seasons, go to www.
outdooralabama.com.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise steward-
ship, management and enjoyment 
of Alabama’s natural resources 
through five divisions: Marine 
Police, Marine Resources, State 
Lands, State Parks, and Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries.

Waterfowl Numbers 
Up; Habitat Conditions 

Favorable 
Conditions for a successful wa-

terfowl season for Alabama hunt-
ers appear to be excellent as the 
special early teal and goose sea-
sons approach.

David Hayden, waterfowl expert 
with the Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natural Re-

sources’ Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries Division, said abundant 
rainfall throughout the nesting 
areas, as well as along the Central 
Flyway, has improved the habitat 
significantly.

“Water conditions have been 
good this year,” Hayden said. “I’m 
optimistic that we’ve had good 
food production. Hopefully there 
will be a lot of seed and good mast 
crop with plenty of acorns for the 
birds. We’ve still got August, Sep-
tember and October to go through, 
and we could have some dry peri-
ods, but it looks good now.”

Waterfowlers get their first op-
portunity in the field with the 
special Canada goose season, 
which runs Sept. 1-15. The bag 
limit is five per day with 10 in 
possession.

The special teal season is set for 
Sept. 5-20 with a daily bag limit 
of four and a possession limit of 
eight.

“Teal numbers are up this year 
so we hope that the cooler weather 
they’ve had this summer up north 
will mean more birds in our area 
when the early season opens,” 
Hayden said.

For the regular waterfowl sea-
sons, the seasons for ducks, coots 
and mergansers are Nov. 27-28 and 
Dec. 5-Jan. 31.

The liberal bag limit is still in ef-
fect, although the limits on several 
species have changed. Hunters 
may take six ducks per day with 
no more than four mallards, only 
two of which may be female. The 
bag limits on other species are: 3 
wood ducks, 1 mottled duck, 1 
black duck, 2 redheads, 1 pintail, 
2 scaup and 1 canvasback. Last 
year canvasback harvest was pro-
hibited. However, Hayden said the 
population has recovered enough 
to allow one canvasback in the 
bag limit.
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The goose seasons are Sept. 26-

Oct. 7 and Dec. 5-Jan. 31. The daily 
bag limit is 5 with no more than 2 
Canada geese or 2 white-fronted 
geese. The possession limit of 
5 shall include no more than 4 
Canada geese and white-fronted 
geese in aggregate.

The use of non-toxic shot is re-
quired for waterfowl hunting in 
Alabama. A valid hunting license 
and state and federal waterfowl 
stamps are required, as well as 
a Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) permit. Shooting hours are 
one-half hour before sunrise to 
sunset statewide except for the 
area of the Mobile-Tensaw Delta 
north of Battleship Parkway, west 
of Alabama Highway 225, south 
of the CSX Railroad tracks, and 
east of the west bank of the Mobile 
River. In that area of the Delta, 
shooting hours are one-half before 
sunrise until 12 noon Monday 
through Thursday. Friday through 
Sunday shooting hours will be 
one-half hour before sunrise until 
sunset.

Visit http://www.outdoorala-
bama.com/hunting/season-lim-
its/ for all hunting regulations for 
the upcoming seasons. The Ala-
bama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources promotes 
wise stewardship, management 
and enjoyment of Alabama’s 
natural resources through five 
divisions: Marine Police, Ma-
rine Resources, State Parks, State 
Lands, and Wildlife and Freshwa-
ter Fisheries. 

Conservation 
Department Schedules 

Youth Dove Hunts
The Wildlife and Freshwater 

Fisheries Division of the Alabama 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources announces 
registration for the Ninth Annual 
Youth Dove Hunts begins Aug. 24 

for the North Zone and Sept. 21 for 
the South Zone. South Zone coun-
ties include Baldwin, Barbour, 
Coffee, Covington, Dale, Escam-
bia, Geneva, Henry, Houston and 
Mobile counties. The remaining 
counties are in the North Zone.

In cooperation with landown-
ers, local volunteers, businesses 
and organizations, dove hunts are 
scheduled in 30 counties through-
out the state. To participate, youth 
hunters must be age 15 or younger 
and accompanied by an adult at 
least 25 years old (or a parent) 
who holds a valid state hunting 
license and a Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) stamp. All hunters 
are encouraged to wear eye protec-
tion and earplugs.

North Zone hunts begin Sept. 5 
and South Zone hunts begin Oct. 
3. There is no cost, but pre-regis-
tration is necessary for all youth 
dove hunts. Hunt schedules, con-
tact information, schedule changes 
and updates may be found on the 
Department’s Web site at www.
outdooralabama.com/hunting/
youth-hunts/youthdove.cfm. 

Before each hunt, a short wel-
come session with reminders on 
hunting safety will be conducted. 
According to Conservation of-
ficials, dove hunting is a perfect 
way to introduce youngsters to 
the hunting tradition and spend 
quality time with family members. 
“The youth dove hunts are tailor-
made for first-time hunters,” said 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries 
Division Director Corky Pugh. 
“The emphasis is on having fun 
while enjoying a safe, quality dove 
hunt.” To date, approximately 
13,000 young hunters have partici-
pated in these annual hunts.

ARIzONA 
Game and Fish moves 
forward on proposed 

local shooting range near 
Flagstaff

Directs further evaluation of two 
potential alternate sites

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission has unanimously 
voted to enter into agreement with 
the Coconino National Forest for 
the proposed land exchange that 
would enable the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department to acquire 
a site for the development of a lo-
cal/community shooting range in 
northern Arizona.

At its June 27 meeting in Phoe-
nix, the commission directed the 
Game and Fish Department to 
execute an Agreement to Initiate 
(ATI) with the Coconino National 
Forest for the proposed Willard 
Springs property, and to simul-
taneously investigate two other 
potential site locations.

The Cochrane Hill and the Win-
ona/Telephone Range sites, both 
Coconino National Forest proper-
ties, will undergo cultural surveys 
to determine if acquiring either of 
these sites would more adequately 
meet the critical need for a local 
recreational public shooting range 
near Flagstaff, Ariz. Both alternate 
sites are located 30 minutes east of 
Flagstaff, north of I-40.

“While results from the cultural 
studies may negate the need to 
further consider either of these 
alternate sites, we want to start en-
gaging with the citizens that reside 
near Winona,” said Ty Gray, the 
department’s assistant director of 
information and education. “Com-
ments, concerns or suggestions 
may be emailed to nazsr@azgfd.
gov. Additionally, the department 
will be inviting those neighboring 
residents to an open discussion, in 
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late summer to early fall, when we 
can provide them with more de-
tails and answer any questions.”

The commission reviewed a total 
of 23 potential alternate sites that 
included public, private, state, and 
tribal lands in an effort to identify 
the most suitable location and pos-
sibly reduce the timeline or costs 
associated with developing a fully 
operational local/community 
public shooting range.

The commission’s guidelines for 
a site to be considered included 
the size of site (local/community 
range with the potential to expand 
to a regional range), site proxim-
ity/location (within a 30 minute 
drive from downtown Flagstaff), 
timeline (operational in a 3-5 year 
period if possible), and budget 
(consideration given to cost).

Flagstaff is the largest city in 
Arizona without a public shooting 
range, forcing recreational shoot-
ers to use makeshift areas, such as 
cinder pits in the forest, and caus-
ing law enforcement personnel to 
travel to other cities with shooting 
ranges for training. A local shoot-
ing range is approximately 60-80 
acres and provides multi-purpose 
shooting sites that may include 
rifle sight-in, pistol, shotgun, clay 
target, and archery venues.

To stay updated, or to learn more 
about the progress on the North-
ern Arizona Shooting Range, visit 
www.azgfd.gov and select “North-
ern Arizona Shooting Range” un-
der “In the Spotlight.”

Grant funds aid 
Arizona’s youth hunting 

and shooting sports 
programs

NRA Foundation’s grant pro-
gram provides funding to Arizona 
Game and Fish Department’s re-
cruitment efforts

The Arizona Friends of the NRA 
(National Rifle Association) and 
the NRA Foundation recently 
awarded the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department $25,000 in grant 
funds to purchase a mix of air gun 
rifles, air gun pistols, .22 rimfire 
rifles and shotguns to be used in 
introductory hunting and shoot-
ing sports programs.

“The NRA Foundation’s state 
grant program provides much 
needed funding toward expand-
ing and improving our programs,” 
said Ashley Lynch, shooting sports 
program coordinator with Game 
and Fish. “The grant is an increase 
of $9,000 from last year’s grant 
and a portion will go to good 
use buying quality air gun rifles 
and pistols, which allows us to 
hold shooting events in areas that 
can’t accommodate .22 or shotgun 
shooting.”

Once purchased, youth shotguns 
and .22-caliber rimfire rifles will 
be packaged into “loaner kits.” 
These kits will be used by depart-
ment staff and can be loaned to 
partnered sportsmen’s groups and 
other organizations to run marks-
manship workshops or small 
game hunting camps designed to 
introduce families to shooting and 
hunting throughout the state.

Lynch added, “A key element 
to the success of these traditional 
American pastime programs is 
being able to provide participants 
with a quality, safe and functional 
firearm to make their first experi-
ence positive and rewarding.”

 There continues to be a grow-
ing demand for target shooting. 
Each year, the department receives 
more requests from organizations 
like the Scholastic Clay Target 
Program, Boy Scouts of America, 
Future Farmers of America, hunter 
education instructors and more to 
host target-shooting events than 

they can run, mainly because of 
limited equipment resources.

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation research reports in-
dicate there are nearly 48 million 
men and women who are inter-
ested in shooting and are simply 
waiting for an invitation. Grants 
of this kind will assist the depart-
ment’s already successful shoot-
ing education programs. Target 
shooting is self-rewarding, builds 
hand-eye coordination skills, and 
teaches patience, discipline, and 
the understanding and respect 
for firearms. Shooting sports and 
hunting are rated among the safest 
forms of outdoor recreation.

To learn more about the depart-
ment’s many outreach programs, 
visit www.azgfd.gov/getoutside.

ARIzONA DOVE 
SEASONS SET – VERY 

GOOD SEASON 
ExPECTED

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission has set the dove, 
band-tailed pigeon and sandhill 
crane seasons for the 2009-10 hunt-
ing seasons. The online regula-
tions should available by mid-July, 
with the printed regulations being 
distributed around the last week 
of July.

“We usually have some of the 
best dove hunting in the United 
States, and this year is shaping 
up very nicely. I’m seeing lots and 
lots of fat white-winged doves out 
there right now,” said Migratory 
Bird Biologist Mike Rabe.

Rabe offered a caveat -- there 
is always a chance many of the 
white-winged doves could mi-
grate before the season begins, 
especially if the state is bombarded 
by intense late-summer storms.

For mourning doves, back-to-
back years of good winter pre-
cipitation with accompanying 
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seed production and good dove 
reproduction last summer should 
result in a robust population this 
year.

“The key for mourning dove 
hunting is not the population as 
much as their accessibility. With 
lots of seeds available in the desert, 
they might be dispersed again this 
year. But then again, that can in-
crease hunting opportunities and 
spread out the hunters as well,” 
Rabe said.

The downside is, once again, the 
diminishing urban areas to hunt 
doves, especially in the Valley of 
the Sun, although urban expansion 
may have slowed significantly due 
to the tough economic times.

Once again this year, the early 
dove season is Sept. 1-15 with half-
day shooting in the desert zone for 
adult hunters and full-day shoot-
ing for youth. For the mountain 
zone it is all-day shooting.

The juniors-only hunt at the Rob-
bins Butte Wildlife Area is sched-
uled for Sept. 5-6. Young hunters 
can expect to be treated to the 
traditional pancake and sausage 
breakfast provided by Chandler 
Rod and Gun Club following the 
hunt. This is an excellent introduc-
tion hunt for youngsters. There are 
even experts on hand if needed to 
help mentor.

The collared dove season was 
once again set for year-long hunt-
ing with an unlimited bag limit. 
The regulations provide illustra-
tions on how to tell the difference 
between the different dove spe-
cies.

The late dove season is Nov. 20, 
2009 to Jan. 3, 2010 (all-day shoot-
ing).

“With a great Gambel’s quail 
season expected in central Arizona 
this year, hunting dove and quail 
together should be almost irresist-
ible, especially for those new to 

hunting. Rabbit populations are 
also good this year,” Rabe said.

Young hunters and others new 
to hunting will want to check the 
Game and Fish Web site at www.
azgfd.govfor a listing of introduc-
tory hunting workshops or camps. 
The department is teaming up 
with sportsmen’s organizations 
and the goal is to have at least two 
dozen camps during the upcom-
ing season.

Band-tailed pigeons
While populations are increasing 

for sandhill cranes and the dove 
season looks promising, don’t get 
your hopes up for band-tailed 
pigeons.

“Even though we had a tremen-
dous mast crop such as acorns last 
year and will likely be good again 
this year, we just don’t have much 
in the way of band-tail numbers 
in Arizona. In fact, band-tailed 
pigeon populations are usually 
spotty and can vary greatly from 
year to year,” Rabe said.

The band-tailed pigeon hunt is 
from Sept. 11-Oct. 4 in the north 
zone where the majority of hunt-
ing occurs (Hunt Units 1 through 
15C, 16A, 17 through 20A, 23, and 
24A) and in the south zone from 
Sept. 18-Oct. 4.

Arizona seasons set for 
waterfowl and spring 

hunts
This may be summer, but there is 

an interesting way to have autumn 
and spring on your mind.

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission on Aug. 1 approved 
the hunting regulations for the up-
coming waterfowl season and the 
spring hunts for 2010. So fire up 
your computers on Aug. 21, which 
is when both regulations should 
be available online at www.azgfd.
gov. Although it is always pos-
sible that the regulations could be 

posted a few days early if the stars 
and ducks align.

Waterfowl and snipe
For general waterfowl and snipe, 

the overall general season will be 
a liberal season, 101 days in each 
of the state’s two zones.

The season begins Oct. 9 in the 
mountain zone and Oct. 23 in the 
desert zone. The mountain zone 
season ends Jan. 17 while the des-
ert zone ends Jan. 31. However, 
for scaup ducks, the season is only 
86 days, with a delayed start but 
ending at the same time in each of 
the zones.

There are two other changes, can-
vasback ducks are legal to take this 
year (last year was closed) and the 
bag for pintail has been increased 
from one to two.

Included in the regulations are 
two juniors-only hunts. There is 
an early season junior hunt Oct. 
3-4 in the mountain zone, and then 
a late season junior hunt Feb. 6-7, 
2010 in the desert zone. Both hunts 
are great opportunities for kids, 
17 and under, to have the field to 
themselves.

While it may come as a surprise, 
Arizona offers a number of good 
duck hunting opportunities across 
the state from jumping stock tanks 
in the desert to decoying and call-
ing ducks over lakes, streams, and 
marshes.

Water conditions throughout the 
state are good to average, which 
is the key to holding ducks that 
migrate from the northwest. As 
the season progresses, keep your 
eye on the weather forecasts for 
Idaho and Utah. When those states 
experience freezing weather and 
cold fronts, Arizona will typically 
see new ducks arriving shortly 
after. To get started in duck hunt-
ing all you need is a shotgun and 
some non-toxic shot. However, hip 
waders are a great asset. After that, 
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it is just plain addictive. There is 
nothing like sitting on the edge of 
a marsh, while the sun rises and 
listening to the whistling wings 
of ducks coming into your decoy 
spread.

All waterfowl hunters 14 and 
older need a general hunting 
license (those younger must be 
accompanied by a licensed adult). 
Additionally, a state waterfowl 
stamp and a federal duck are re-
quired for those 16 and older. For 
those hunting snipe, coots and 
moorhens a state migratory bird 
stamp is required for those 16 and 
older. New this year is an alternate 
duck stamp using a youngster’s 
artwork from the federal duck 
stamp contest; however, it is only 
available at the Phoenix Game and 
Fish office. Regular Arizona duck 
stamps are available at most retail-
ers who sell licenses.

To learn more about 
waterfowl hunting, visit 
www.azgfd.gov/hunting 

and select “Waterfowl 
Hunting.”

2010 Spring Turkey, Javelina, 
Buffalo and Bear Spring Hunts

It might be easier than you think 
to wrap your mind around spring 
even though the heat of summer is 
still making you sweat. It won’t be 
long before the 2010 spring hunt 
regulations are posted and you can 
begin applying.

Many of these hunts require a 
hunt permit-tag allocated through 
the drawing process. Hunters can 
submit an application as soon as 
the regulations are posted on the 
department’s Web site.

Applications must be received 
by U.S. mail or hand delivered by 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. (MST) 
and postmarks do not count. There 
is no online application system. 
For more details about applying 

for a tag through the draw, visit 
www.azgfd.gov/draw.

The good news is the commis-
sion continues to offer hunts not 
tied to the lottery process. There 
are many nonpermit-tags for 
direct purchase over-the-counter 
at any license dealer, including 
the juniors-only spring turkey 
season, the archery-only javelina 
hunts in metro units, as well as 
general and archery-only spring 
bear seasons.

First introduced in the spring of 
2009, the over-the-counter juniors-
only turkey hunt is a big success, 
with excellent participation and an 
overwhelming support from the 
sportsmen’s community.

To facilitate the new program, the 
department partnered with many 
organizations and hosted a couple 
of mentored hunting camps to 
encourage beginning young hunt-
ers to get involved. These camps 
were so successful that there will 
be three camps during the opening 
weekend in the spring of 2010.

If you’re a new hunter, you can 
find out more about these event 
and more like them at www.azgfd.
gov/hunting and check out the 
“Mentored Hunting & Juniors-on-
ly Events 2009-10 Season” feature 
on the right side of the page.

Kids 14 and under interested 
in getting started in hunting big 
game, such as javelina, turkey, 
deer, and are required to take an 
Arizona certified hunter education 
course.

The department offers a variety 
of courses from the introductory 
course, combo course to the latest 
online self-paced course. Each of-
fers plenty of lessons in addition 
to hunter and firearm safety.

If you are planning a hunt in 
the spring, now is the time to get 
your hunter education completed. 
To find a class near you that suits 

your schedule, visit www.azgfd.
gov/education and select “Hunter 
Education.”

Upcoming hunting 
season opening dates

(For detailed season dates, bag 
limits and laws, check the appro-
priate regulations at www.azgfd.
gov/rules.)

 * Year-round: Rabbit season (cot-
tontail and jackrabbits)

 * Sept. 1: Dove season
 * Sept. 5-6: Robbins Butte ju-

niors-only dove hunt
 * Oct. 2: Squirrel season
 * Oct. 2: Quail season (excluding 

Mearns’)
 * Nov. 20: Dove late season
 * Nov.27: Mearns’ quail season 
Dove season is winging our way 

rapidly
The Sept. 1 dove season opener 

is rapidly winging our way and 
it’s shaping up to be a very good 
year, but keep your fingers crossed 
for the hordes of fat white-winged 
doves don’t migrate south.

“I am seeing lots of fat white-
winged dove this year, but there 
is no guarantee they will still be 
here on opening day,” says Mike 
Rabe, the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department’s migratory bird bi-
ologist.

Overall, Rabe says the state 
has good dove numbers carry-
ing over from last season and 
above-average winter and spring 
precipitation this year. “We should 
see another very good dove season 
in September. However, the recent 
drying trend and sputtering mon-
soons could have birds focused 
more around agricultural areas 
and dependable water sources.”

The Tuesday dove opener this 
year should reduce some of the 
opening-day demand, so it may 
be worth taking a day off for some 
wing shooting opportunities. 


