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Kojac Kennels
German Shorthaired Pups and started Dogs

Professional year round training
Competition or Hunting Dogs

Call about puppies 
and young dogs avail-

able.
Want a good 

all-around dog? 
Come see us.

FC CH Kojac’s K-Man at Stud
Jerry Jordan (319) 443-2604
3303 56th St Trail, Center Point, IA 52213

www.kojackennels.com

Make Adjustments When 
Using Steel Shot for Doves

Public dove fields near  
areas used by water 
fowl, such as those 

at Taylorsville Lake or Green 
River Lake Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, require hunters to 
use non-toxic shot only. Lead is 
toxic to waterfowl, raptors and 
other wildlife.

Steel shot is the most com-
mon type of non-toxic shot. But 
steel and lead are two different 
animals. The hunter planning 
to enjoy one of these non-toxic 
shot-only fields this coming 
dove season must realize this.

Hunters should shoot a few 
steel shells into a patterning 
board to determine how those 
loads respond in their shotgun 
before hitting the field.

“You need to practice with 
steel shot,” said Rocky Pritch-
ert, migratory bird program 
coordinator for the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wild-
life Resources. “It shoots a lot 
different than lead. It holds its 
pattern much truer because the 
pellets don’t deform in the bar-
rel. All of those pellets arrive on 
target quicker.”

The lack of malleability in 
steel means you don’t want a 

tight choke on your shotgun. “I 
never use more than improved 
cylinder,” Pritchert said. “I use 
it the whole season. If I can 
shoot ducks and geese with it, I 
am not worried about doves.”

Pritchert feels hunters tend 
to overestimate how far away 
a dove is in a field and this can 
lead to using too much choke 
with steel or lead.

“Hunters generally can’t hit 
a dove over 30 yards away,” he 
said. “A 30-yard dove is a small 
target. Hunters overestimate 
distance because doves are so 
small and move so fast. This 
can make them use too much 
choke.”

Shot size in steel is slightly 
bigger than what you would 
normally use for doves with 
lead shot, but the difference is 
negligible.

“I shoot size 6 or 7, usu-
ally 7s,” Pritchert said. “These 
sizes are perfectly adequate for 
doves in steel loads. The price 
of steel is also decreasing as 
it becomes more common. As 
suppliers put more steel shells 
on shelves, the cost goes down. 
This is happening when the cost 
of lead is increasing.”

Because steel is less dense 
than lead, a 12-gauge field load 
in size 7 steel shot holds just 
1 ounce of shot. Hunters may 
think they are losing some fire-
power. They aren’t.

“Doves don’t take a lot of 
hits to come down,” Pritchert 
said. “One or two steel pellets 
can bring down a dove. Steel is 
faster than lead. Now, you don’t 
want to shoot them in the tail. 
The best plan is still to get sev-
eral pellets in the pilothouse, 
but you don’t need much for 
a dove.”

Dove season opens Sept. 1. 
Complete hunting regulations 
and a list of public dove fields 
are available in the 2009-10 
Kentucky Hunting Guide for 
Dove, Wood Duck, Teal, Wood-
cock, Snipe and Crow. The 
guide is available at fw.ky.gov 
and wherever hunting licenses 
are sold.

Steel Shot
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Commemorate 
Your Dog’s 
AKC Title 

With A 
Medallion 

New York, NY – The American 
Kennel Club® announced today 
that it will be offering AKC® Title 
Medallions to all owners whose 
dogs have earned titles at AKC 
events. The medallion is modeled 
after the original American Kennel 
Club Silver Championship Medal 
that was offered to AKC champions 
of record in 1910.

“As we look back on our his-
tory, our 125th Anniversary is a 
great time to bring back this 
tradition,” said AKC Presi-
dent and CEO Den-
nis Sprung. “These 
medallions illustrate 
how our dogs are 
part of AKC’s his-
tory and allow fan-
ciers to proudly dis-
play their achieve-
ments.  They also 
make a special gift to 
congratulate someone 
on earning a title.”

The AKC Title Medallion can be 
ordered for any dog with an AKC 
title and comes with a certificate 
of authenticity which verifies the 

achievement as well as space on 
the back of the medallion for the 
dog’s name and title to be engraved. 
Owners can choose between two 
sizes: a small medallion that can 
be incorporated into jewelry and 
a larger size that can be displayed. 
Either size is $25.

All past and pres-
ent AKC title hold-
ers are eligible 
to purchase the 
medallion, which 
will be available 
i n  D e c e m b e r 
2009 through the 

AKC online store. 
In the future, when 

AKC-registered dogs 
complete a title, they will 

receive a customized order form and 
an additional blank form to order 
medallions when they receive their 
AKC title certificate.

Memories
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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Becoming A Better Shot
By Alex Brant

I am quite competitive, but mostly just with my 
self. If I feel that I’m doing something well, I’m  
happy. If I feel that I’m not shooting as well as I 

should be, I’m not a happy camper. Ironically, it is often 
from these days that I learn the most.

If I miss a single target, I try to let it pass and go 
on to the next. If, however, I’m having a slump, I try to 
think why. Indeed, I’ve been known to talk to myself; 
not so loudly that neighbors hear, but enough to get 
curious glances from my loaders.

For me, shooting below par normally revolves 
around old habits-fiends, not friends. First among them 
is confidence. Often I know a target is dead right as I 
start my gun mount. This does not happen often, but 
when I have this feeling it’s close to infallible. If I miss 
a few birds that I shouldn’t and my confidence wavers, 
I tend to become too deliberate, too exact, looking 
for the lead. This old habit comes from my clay days 
-maintained/ sustained lead. But when brought over to 
game shooting this caution translates to a slowing of the 
barrels, or, perhaps the worse sin of all, double-checking 
the sight picture by looking at the barrels (or the bead) 
instead of the bird, which causes the gun to Stop.

I recently read somewhere that you must “read the 
line, feel to lead.” This is truly great advice. Yes, there 
is a sight picture, a gap that varies with speed, distance, 
angle of the target, and the speed at which you move the 
barrels. (Accelerating the barrels, or more follow through 
for maintained-lead shooters, is the key to hitting longer 
birds.) And this sight picture varies dramatically. Yet shot-
gun shooting is a hand-eye game, very much like throwing 
a ball to someone running at full speed. The brain, with 
training and practice, knows what is correct. With experi-
ence, the unconscious mind knows what is best. The kiss 
of death is to try to make something that works work even 
better, as that will make you revert to checking your bead, 
slowing your barrels, and shooting behind the target. When 
you throw a ball to someone you look at the target, not 
your hand; it’s the same with shooting.

Some of the advice you get from gun scribes and 
shooting coaches is good, some bad, and some on the 
borderline of bizarre. Always consider whether the 
advice offered makes sense for the way you shoot. For 
example, I recently read a shooting magazine in which 
a leading coach wrote that he was missing archangels 
miles in front. He didn’t realize it until a picker men-
tioned it to him after the drive. Actually, I doubt that 
because birds at sixty yards need loads of lead. More 
likely he was off-line, but perhaps the advice got him to 
focus better. Also, I have absolutely no idea how a picker 
could tell where our expert’s shot was going relative to 
the birds from some distance behind the line.

I recently spent a couple of weeks shooting in Ar-
gentina. I could not shoot my way out of a wet paper 

Thanks to Lyons Press we 
have offered you an excerpt 

from The Complete Guide to 
Wingshooting by Alex Brant
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bag for the first three boxes or so 
of shells. I was over-leading, but 
I believe it was for a very curious 
reason; I am primarily a tall pheas-
ant shot. When you compare the size 
of the eared dove to even a small 
hen pheasant, the visual distinc-
tions are dramatic. Subconsciously, 
I was computing a thirty-yard dove 
as a sky-high pheasant and dialing 
in the same lead with which I was 
accustomed. Also, a pheasant with 
a tail wind is a much faster target. 
When I changed my lead after trial 
and much error and cut back 60 to 
80 percent, my ratio went from 5 to 
1 to 1.2 to 1.

For the remainder of the trip I 
limited myself to five boxes per ses-
sion, as that was as much pounding 
from my fixed-breech 12 gauge as I 
felt comfortable with shooting morn-
ing and afternoon, day after day. A 
20- or 28-gauge is sufficient, if prop-
erly choked, for even the tallest dove. 
I had brought the 12-gauge because 
on this trip we were also shooting 
ducks and geese in different areas. 
The heavy loads the outfitter sup-
plied were also unnecessary.

More goofy advice: Another 
writer suggested shooting low on 
classic partridge. Mistakenly think-
ing that this fellow knew what he 
was writing about, I decided to try it 
on my first day of partridge shooting 
last season. I hit my partridge. Low. 
Too low. With a fast, low target, just 
go through the line and shoot, don’t 
formulate, formalize, or over-think. 
Partridge are about reactions, albeit 
trained, practiced reflexes.

One other bit of odd advice I’ve 
heard repeated is to focus on the air 
in front of the bird. I beg your par-
don? You can only focus on an object 
that has reflective qualities, such as 
the page you’re reading or a bird in 
the air. Don’t believe me? Focus out 
across a field, eyes toward the sky. 
Try focusing five feet in front, now 
twenty. No difference, is there? This 

advice perverts the laws of physics, 
optics, and cognition. Take it at your 
own peril. Focus on the bird, see the 
barrels peripherally, and all will be 
right with the world.

COACHING AND 
PRACTICE

Some dog breeds naturally and 
instinctively point, others retrieve, 
and still others herd. Man has in-
stincts, as well. Unfortunately, he 
does not have an instinct to shoot. 
He must be trained to shoot. It can 
be coached. It is reactive. Perhaps it 
is even a conditioned reflex; reward 
comes in seeing a target break or a 
bird fold. It is nonetheless a misno-
mer, almost a malapropism, to call 
it instinctive. A better way to put it 
is that the unconscious mind knows 
better when to slap the trigger than 
the conscious mind trying to delib-
erately measure lead. This is true. 
But this is not instinct.

One shooting coach, who bills 
himself (a la Sherlock Holmes) as a 
“shooting consultant,” describes the 
correct lead as about 1 1/4” inches, 
ideally measured-get this-off the 
middle of the sides of the barrel. 
His logic runs something like this: 
The gap in real terms increases 
with the distance from the barrel, 
the angle formed remaining con-
stant. However, lead as a function 
of distance is not linear. And this 
theory doesn’t take into account 
over-unders versus side-by-sides 
or large versus small gauges, all 
of which would affect the angle in 
relation to 1 1/4” inches because the 
distance from the side of the barrel 
in relation to the centerline of the rib 
keeps changing.

Reading off the middle of the 
side of the barrel does force you to 
shoot high, though, which may help 
on crossers that are often missed 
low. If you don’t pivot your feet 
there is a physical tendency- run-
ning out of swing-to come off-line 
in a downward arc (rainbowing). 

But Joe Nickerson’s advice, from 
The Shooting Man’s Creed, to place 
a top hat on the bird and shoot for 
the top is much better. Just keep 
in mind, for a bird that has set its 
wings and is dropping ignore this 
advice and just go through the bird 
to establish the correct line. A gun 
that fits is also critical.

An interesting way to practice 
staying on a true straight line is to try 
mounting on the line where a wall 
meets a ceiling, beginning at various 
times, perhaps 30 to 60 degrees to the 
front. Try to stay on this line as you 
mount and move your gun. This is 
the same line exhibited by a bird in 
level flight. A right-handed shooter 
will probably find birds to the left 
easier if he drops the right shoulder 
somewhat. Practice keeping your 
barrels perpendicular to the line. 
Make this a habit; it is useful.

Practicing your gun mount for 
five minutes a day will do wonders 
for your shooting. You’ll also dis-
cover whether a little bit of weight 
training might help you. There is no 
need to go overboard in this regard, 
but if fatigue takes its toll too early 
you won’t shoot your best.

One of the best bits of advice 
I’ve ever received came from leg-
endary shooter Smoker Smith: “Try 
to make things as easy as possible.” 
With clays, for example, that could 
mean standing at one side of the cage 
rather than in the middle or taking 
the first clay at a spot that makes 
picking up the second bird of a re-
port pair much smoother. In game 
shooting, if most birds are coming 
over your left shoulder you might 
want to slightly shift your feet and 
even your gaze to make the shots as 
easy as possible.

The Complete Guide To Wing-
shooting by Alex Brant Reprinted 
with permission Copyrights  Lyons 
Press 2005
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Program helps biolo 
gists track harvest,  
calculate population 

trends

PRATT -- For the seventh 
year, the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) 
is cooperating in a mourning 
dove banding project involving 
more than two dozen states. The 
agency is asking dove hunters to 
look for leg bands on the mourn-
ing doves they shoot during the 
regular dove season, which runs 
Sept. 1-Oct. 31 and Nov. 7-15. The 
purpose of this banding project 
is to estimate annual survival 
rates, harvest rates, and distri-
bution of the harvest, as well as 
to refine techniques for future 
dove-banding projects. This data 
is necessary for understanding 
population trends and responsi-
bly managing dove harvests.

Mourning doves are captured 
in wire ground traps baited with 

millet or sunflower. Open traps 
are set and baited for several 
days until the doves get used to 
going in and out of the traps to 
eat the seed. Once doves have 
become accustomed to the traps, 
funnels are attached that allow 
the birds to enter but not escape. 
Traps are checked regularly, and 
trapped doves are removed and 
carefully inspected to determine 
age and sex based upon feather 
color and patterns of feather re-
placement and wear. The doves 
are banded with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service bands inscribed 
with unique numbers and a toll-
free telephone number and/or a 
website. Then they are released.

Last year, 2,452 doves were 
banded in Kansas. In 2007, the 
harvest rate averaged 4.7 percent 
of the overall estimated dove 
population.

The hunter is a critical link 
in this study. By checking all 

harvested doves for bands, and 
reporting banded mourning 
doves, hunters help biologists 
manage this important migra-
tory game bird. Because dove 
bands are small, hunters can eas-
ily overlook them. KDWP asks 
dove hunters to carefully check 
all doves bagged for the presence 
of a leg band.

Report banded mourning 
doves by phoning 1-800-327-
BAND (2263). Banded birds may 
also be reported on the internet 
at www.reportband.gov. Hunters 
can keep the bands and will be 
provided a certificate identifying 
the age, sex, date, and location 
the bird was banded.

In addition to the regular 
dove season, Kansas has a season 
for non-native Eurasian collared 
and ringed turtle doves. This sea-
son runs Nov. 20-Feb. 28, 2010. 
Four species of doves -- mourn-
ing, white-winged, Eurasian-
collared, and ringed-turtle -- are 
legal to hunt in Kansas during 
the regular seasons; however, 
mourning doves are the only 
commonly-harvested dove spe-
cies in the state and the only ones 
being banded.

Kansas typically has one of 
the largest mourning dove breed-
ing populations and ranks in the 
top 10 in dove harvest. For more 
information on the dove-banding 
program in Kansas, phone Helen 
Hands at 620-793-3066 or email 
her at helenh@wp.state.ks.us.

Dove Banding Program Relies 
On Help From Hunters 

Banding
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Ridding Ourselves Of Mean 
Dogs

By Dennis Guldan

Mean dogs. We all have  
seen them. We may  
even know a breeder 

who specializes in them, but I don’t 
think they have any place in our 
bloodlines.

Yea I know I hear :”if you want 
a high performance dogs you will 
need to deal with some eccentrici-
ties.” That may be the case. And I can 
deal with some of the strange things 
high performance dogs do, but not 
being mean and wanting to fight.

I have heard it comes with the 
territory. That’s BS. If you have 
been reading Bird Dog & Retriever 
News any length of time you may 
remember the picture of Mary 
Howley of Candlewoods Kennel. 
One of the most winning retriever 
breeders anywhere. When we met 
her, the dual National Champion 
Lottie and the sire of more winning 
retrievers then you can shake a stick 
at, all were sitting on the front steps 
with red-white and blue kerchiefs 
with red white and blue painted 
toe nails and the nicest dogs you’d 
ever meet. 

When we recently did a meet 
the breeder column on Cedar Hill 
Setters north of the Twin Cities, one 
of the winningest English Setter 
kennels in the area, we never knew 
we were at a breeder by the sounds 
of these mellow dogs. Great dogs 
and bloodlines know when they are 
in the field and should turn it on, 
subpar bloodlines do not.

I was at a recent event with a 
lot of dogs and Jenny was with me. 
There was a breeder there who had 
a reputation as a good field breeder, 
not great, just good. Well a bunch 
of dogs where staked out and we 
went into the meeting. All the time 
we were in the meeting I could hear 
growling and barking out of one ve-
hicle. It was from this breeders dogs. 
And it wasn’t just ONE of their 
dogs, it was all of them. Kinda tells 
you something about their priorities 
and bloodlines. 

So what do we do? 
First, bad dogs as bad kids come 

out of great bloodlines. We can’t do 
much about the kids, but we sure 
can shut the mean dog bloodlines 
down. If that means spay or neuter, 
that’s fine. The worse offenders 
should be put down, period.

Second if you are at a hunt test 
or field trial contact the person 
running the trial. I’m not thrilled 
about staking out my dogs next to 
another that is showing their teeth 
and pulling on their stake. That’s 
how people get hurt and dogs get 
killed. The AKC does not allow for a 
dog to be mean in the field, the mar-
shall should at least know of the is-
sues before they enter the field. And 
once warned, the problem “may” be 
corrected by the owner. 

But further the owners of mean 
dogs should be brought to task to ex-
plain the behavior of their dogs. I ask 
them about it. Sometimes they never 
have been asked about it before. But 

being confronted about it may be the 
first step in correction.

If they don’t correct it, it doesn’t 
take long in the small industry we 
live in before the word gets out and 
the bloodlines get a bad name, no 
breeder can afford. And God knows 
what that does to our breeds if the 
word gets out in the public that the 
breed can be mean. So pay attention 
to dogs and demeanor, we don’t need 
any more mean dogs.

Publisher Pulpit
Words and venting from your publisher Dennis Guldan
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Iowa Pheasant Update

Currently in progress, the  
DNR’s annual August  
roadside pheasant count 

easily ranks as our most popular fish 
and wildlife survey. Although up-
coming results of the spring nesting 
seasons have always been of great 
interest to Iowans, that interest may 
have never been higher than it is 
this summer.

Times are tough. After enduring 
a recent series of long hard winters, 
above average snowfall, abnormally 
wet and cool spring nesting seasons, 
unprecedented flooding during 
2008, and a catastrophic ongoing 
loss of habitat, it is little wonder that 
Iowa pheasant numbers have fallen. 
During the 2008 hunting season, the 
state’s pheasant harvest plunged 

to a dismal 
383,000 roost-
ers which was 
t h e  l o w e s t 
ever recorded. 
No surprise 
that  pheas-
ant hunters 
are currently 
on the edge 
of their seats 
w o n d e r i n g 
what to ex-
pect when this 
year’s season 
rolls around 
at the end of 
October.

“Habitat 
and weather 
are the two 
factors that 
always deter-
mine pheas-
ant popula-
tions,” says 
DNR Pheas-
ant Biologist, 

Todd Bogenschutz. “Unfortunately, 
neither of those factors have been 
pheasant friendly during the last 
few years.”

Annual snowfall is something 
that plays a critical role in winter 
pheasant mortality, says Bogen-
schutz. Plain and simple --- snow 
days kill pheasants. Statewide, Iowa 
received 32 inches of snowfall last 
winter. The norm is 25 inches of 
snow. And although this spring of-
fered somewhat of a reprieve and a 
closer to normal weather scenario, 
overall temperatures remained 
below those needed for optimum 
production.

“Iowa pheasants really need a 
break,” says Bogenschutz. “If we 
could get a mild winter followed 
by a warm and dry nesting season, 
we would see a big and positive 
change in pheasant numbers. Last 
year’s flooding was a disaster, and 
this year was certainly better. Right 
now, we’re hoping to at least see 
a moderate increase in statewide 
pheasant numbers when the August 
surveys are complete.”

Gamebird populations are dy-
namic and it’s normal for pheasant 
numbers to fluctuate up or down 
with changing weather conditions, 
says Bogenschutz. But what birds 
cannot compensate for is the loss of 
habitat. In 1993, more than 2.2 mil-
lion acres of grassland nesting cover 
was enrolled in Iowa’s Conservation 
Reserve Program [CRP]. Bird popu-
lations soared and hunters bagged 
nearly 2 million roosters that fall.

But as 10-year CRP contracts 
have expired, Iowa’s grassland acre-
age has declined steadily --- particu-
larly across the northern half of the 
state. Current CRP enrollment has 
dropped to 1.7 million acres state-
wide, and we’re scheduled to loose 
another 85,000 acres [the equivalent 
of 132 square miles of nesting habi-
tat] in the state this September. An 
additional 230,000 CRP acres will 

Iowa Pheasants Face Hard 
Times

By Lowell Washburn
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expire in 2012.

“It’s hard for people to visual-
ize what that kind of habitat loss 
really looks like,” says Bogenschutz. 
“Most people can’t accurately pic-
ture what something like 5,000 acres 
or 10,000 acres even looks like. What 
I tell them, is to close their eyes 
and try to imagine a 300-mile-long, 
eight-mile-wide strip of continuous 
CRP grassland running all the way 
from Omaha to Davenport. That’s 
the amount of CRP nesting cover 
we’ve already lost in Iowa, with 
more coming out this fall. When 
you describe it to people that way, 
you can see the wheels start to turn,” 
said Bogenschutz.

The good news is that, for the 
first time in a long time, Iowa farm-

ers will soon have an opportunity 
to sign up and compete for a brand 
new round of ten-year, CRP con-
tracts. Although no one thinks the 
program is likely return to its 1990s 
level, the new sign up does have the 
potential to stem habitat loss and 
increase grassland nesting cover for 
pheasants and other upland wildlife 
species.

“At this point it’s really difficult 
to speculate what will happen, but 
one thing is sure,” says Bogenschutz. 
“We definitely need to keep CRP on 
the landscape. We need to fight 
tooth and nail to keep every single 
acre that’s still out there. At least 80 
percent of Iowa’s pheasant harvest 
occurs on private land. Pheasant 
populations live or die by how those 
private lands are managed.” 

Send in your 
photos and 

stories, we’ll 
share them 

with everyone.
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Youth Hunts

Wolf River Quail Unlimited Youth hunt
From Johnny McFarland
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From left to right: Johnny McFarland, Stephen Yee, Seth Baskin, 
Jacob Lynch, Elliot Chapman, Beauregard, Chris Winston, and Zoe.


