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decline in population when set-
aside acres were returned to agri-
cultural production. Hunters saw 
the pheasant population boom 
from 5.9 million birds in 1957 to 
11 million in 1958.

Congress ended the Soil Bank 
Program in 1964. The pheasant 
population dropped from 10 mil-
lion to half that in 1964, and was 
just 2.2 million by 1966.

The pheasant population aver-
aged around 3 million birds for 
most of the next 40 years, until the 
advent of the CRP program. The 
population jumped from 5.5 mil-
lion in 2002 to 8.7 million in 2003.

Suddenly, South Dakota hunters 
were living “the good old days” 
as pheasant numbers topped 10 
million for the first time since the 
early 1960s.

“It is an undeniable history,” 
Switzer said. “Whenever there has 
been idle farmland containing un-
disturbed nesting cover, we’ve had 
fantastic pheasant numbers. When 
land returned to crop rotation, the 
pheasants declined.”

Switzer noted that GFP has been 
actively working to save the CRP 
program for several years. “By 
working with our partners, we feel 
we have been an effective voice for 
South Dakota and for the CRP pro-
gram. But, the real strength comes 
from our landowners and other 
residents speaking in support of 
a program that has provided nu-
merous wildlife benefits and an 
economic boon for our state.”

One result of the work has been 
the SAFE Program, or State Acres 
For Wildlife Enhancement. South 
Dakota landowners have fully 
maximized the state’s allotment 
for the program and currently lead 
the nation with over 50,000 acres 
in the federal program.

In addition, GFP has been work-
ing with partners to implement a 

Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program (CREP).  With an 
announcement coming this fall, 
landowners in the James River 
Watershed will have a financially-
attractive CRP option that can be 
used to enroll or re-enroll up to 
100,000 acres of CRP with public 
access.

Duck Season Opens 
Saturday

Hunters in the Low Plains North 
and Middle Zones of South Dakota 
will be the first into the marshes 
and fields when duck season 
opens on Saturday, Sept. 26.  Hunt-
ers in the remaining portions of 
the state will have to wait until 
Oct. 10.

The daily bag limit for ducks 
has changed from 2008.  Hunters 
will now be able to have 6 ducks, 
including no more than five mal-
lards (two of which can be hens) 
two scaup, two redheads, three 
wood ducks, one pintail or one 
canvasback.

Hunters should be aware of an 
incorrect season listing on pages 
32 and 33 of the 2009 South Dakota 
Hunting Handbook.  The correct 
dates for the High Plains duck 
season are Oct. 10 – Jan. 14.

Hunters are encouraged to visi-
tor our webpage for information 
on zone boundaries and new daily 
bag restrictions for ducks and on 
the SD goose seasons

Early Goose Hunters 
Should See High Bird 

Numbers
With the early Canada goose sea-

son approaching, Game, Fish and 
Parks Department officials are pre-
dicting excellent hunting through-
out eastern South Dakota.

“Hunters should be able to find 
plenty of birds,” said GFP Region 4 
Wildlife Manager Scott Lindgren. 
“With the water and habitat condi-

tions around the area, geese have 
had an exceptional year.”

While hunting opportunities 
will be good for hunters, area 
farmers have additional concerns 
and challenges with the increased 
population of resident Canada 
geese, in particular damage to 
soybean fields.

“We have had farmers calling 
our office with depredation com-
plaints,” said Lindgren.  “We are 
hoping sportsmen will assist with 
curtailing future depredation by 
taking advantage of the Early Fall 
Canada goose season.”

Lindgren said that most of the 
geese shot in the September season 
are resident geese and the ones 
that have been causing depreda-
tion on agriculture crops. “Hunt-
ers are the best way to control their 
population. By October, northeast-
ern South Dakota begins seeing 
more migrant Canada geese; they 
are not the ones causing the dep-
redation.”

Hunting early Canada geese is 
no easy task however. “Most of the 
hunting pressure occurs opening 
weekend and this can be the most 
difficult time to get permission to 
hunt private land,” said Lindgren. 
“Access is much better after the 
first week and hunting gets very 
good in the middle of September. 
Even though we have high num-
bers of geese in all of northeastern 
South Dakota, scouting is still the 
key. Plenty of geese use public 
hunting areas for resting areas, so 
they can be good as well.”

The GFP has also added some 
special waterfowl access areas in 
Day and Marshall Counties to help 
waterfowl hunters gain access in 
high depredation areas. These 
areas are in the 2009 Walk In Area 
Atlas, which will be available this 
week, or for more information 
call the Webster GFP office at 345-
3381.
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Licenses are available for non-
residents for $45, are valid for the 
entire September season and can 
be purchased by mail, online at 
http://www.sdgfp.info/licenses.
htm, at the Sportsman’s Cove 
in Webster, or the Cowboy 2 in 
Watertown at the junction of high-
ways 212 and 81. Non-residents 
will also need their federal water-
fowl stamp.

Resident hunters need a small 
game or combination license. In 
addition, they must have the state 
Migratory Bird Certification and a 
federal waterfowl stamp.

“We want to encourage hunters 
landowners who have encoun-
tered goose depredation to utilize 
hunters in this unique situation. 
This is a great opportunity for 
hunters to introduce kids and 
others who are not active goose 
hunters. If hunters can provide 
assistance to producers while en-
joying the outdoors and the sport 
of hunting, we see it as a win-win 
for everyone,” said Lindgren.

The Early Canada Goose Season 
runs September 5-30. The daily 
limit is 5 birds with a 10 bird pos-
session limit.

For more information, visit www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunting/wa-
terfowl/Fallgoose.htm
Dove Season Reminders

September is upon us and it 
brings to South Dakota the open-
ing of the most popular hunting 
season in the United States, dove 
season.

“Dove season is a great opportu-
nity for sportsmen to get out and 
enjoy the outdoors, nice weather 
and a great way to introduce 
someone new to shooting sports,” 
said Game, Fish and Parks Chief 
Game Manager Tom Kirschen-
mann.

Kirschenmann reminds sports-
men of some unique rules for 

hunting doves:
    * Dove hunters must be 50 

yards from any public road or 
highline wire

    * Dove hunters must have a 
state Migratory Bird Certification

    * Dove hunters may not shoot 
a dove unless the dove is flying

    * Dove hunters may not use a 
gun capable of holding more than 
three shells

    * When hunting on public 
ground, dove hunters must use 
non-toxic shotshells

    * Dove hunters may not hunt 
doves in a state park or recreation 
area, except the portion of Angos-
tura State Recreation area lying 
west of the dam.

    * Dove hunters 17 years or 
younger may not hunt doves 
unless accompanied by a parent, 
guardian or responsible adult

The South Dakota Mourning 
Dove Season runs statewide from 
Sept. 1-Oct. 30, with a daily limit 
of 15 and a possession limit of 30. 
Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset.

For more information on the 
dove season visit: www.sdgfp.
info/Wildlife/hunting/Doves.
htm
  Brood survey indicates 

another good year for 
pheasants

The S.D. Game, Fish and Parks 
Department counted an average of 
6.32 pheasants per mile in 2009 as 
part of its annual pheasant brood 
survey, the fourth highest state-
wide count in the past 45 years.

Although this year’s statewide 
index has decreased from last year, 
the 2009 statewide pheasant per 
mile count is 13 percent higher 
than the 10-year average.

In 2007 GFP reported the high-
est brood route survey count in 
over 40 years. The count went 

even higher in 2008. Even though 
pheasant numbers remain strong, 
the 2009 survey reveals a 26 per-
cent decrease from 2008.

“The pheasant brood route sur-
vey is the standard for gauging 
how the pheasant population is 
doing,” GFP Secretary Jeff Vonk 
said. “Our data represents a very 
good reflection of pheasant num-
bers in the areas we survey. While 
our pheasant population is down 
from 2008 record, the good news 
is there are still a lot of pheasants 
out there heading into the hunting 
season.”

“In the past 45 years only 2005, 
2007 and 2008 have a higher 
pheasant per mile count than we 
found this year,” Vonk said

GFP surveys 110 routes of 30 
miles each over a three week pe-
riod from late July to mid August. 
Survey data is used to calculate a 
pheasants per mile index for these 
routes. GFP can then compare 
the number of pheasants within 
each local area on a year-to-year 
basis, and also against a 10-year 
average.

“Considering the tremendous 
pheasant populations we’ve had 
the past couple of years, I believe 
even with this decline South 
Dakota will continue to offer the 
premier pheasant hunting oppor-
tunity in the nation,” Vonk said. 
“For a historical perspective, we 
had a pheasant per mile count of 
2.69 birds in 2002, yet hunters still 
harvested over 1.2 million roosters 
that year.”

According to Vonk, one key 
element that has sustained good 
pheasant populations over the 
past several years has been the 
quality habitat resulting from the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Federal cutbacks in the 
program have resulted in a loss 
of 24 percent of the CRP land in 
South Dakota over the past three 
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years.

South Dakota’s regular pheasant 
season opens on Saturday, Oct. 17 
and runs through January 3. The 
statewide youth season is Oct. 3 
through Oct. 7, and the resident-
only season on public land runs 
Oct. 10 through Oct. 12.

The detailed 2009 Pheasant 
Brood Survey Report, complete 
with a look at pheasant counts in 
the different local areas around 
the state, can be found on the GFP 
Web site at: www.sdgfp.info/
Wildlife/Hunting/Pheasant/
Outlook.htm.

TExaS
Weekly Migratory Bird 

Hunting Report
Weekly migratory bird hunting 

reports are posted from early Sep-
tember through early February.

North Zone Dove: The High 
Plains are wet from recent rains. 
An abundance of water in playa 
lakes has doves scattered around 
watering sources. Corn, milo and 
sunflowers continue to produce 
near Amarillo and Dumas. Abilene 
and Lubbock hunters have seen 
the same results. Red River hunt-
ers continue to be plagued by 
rain showers and muddy fields. 
The region received another three 
inches over the weekend. This 
week’s mild forecast should do 
nothing to prompt new migrants 
to head to Texas, however, the 
bright moon might. The season 
runs through Oct. 25. Prospects 
are fair to good.

Central Zone Dove: Showers 
across Central Texas hurt the dove 
flight over the weekend. Rains 
moved across the state from the 
west and brought much needed 
rain to San Antonio and Austin. 
Whitewings continue to find corn 
and milo fields in and around San 
Antonio. Much of the rain has 
moved birds to the high ground 

and gravel roads. New birds 
showed last week around Katy, 
Brookshire and Columbus. Beau-
mont and Dayton fields saw an 
influx of mourning doves. Heavy 
downpours along zone lines near 
IH-10 east of Houston hurt the 
flight over the weekend. Stephen-
ville, Brownwood and Waco fields 
have been good for near-limits. 
The season runs through Oct. 25. 
Prospects are fair to good.

South Zone Dove: Those who 
dodged rain showers over the 
weekend saw better shoots in 
South Texas over milo, corn and 
goatweed. Rio Grande Valley hunt-
ers have shot limits of whitewings 
in sunflowers. After rains, doves 
have headed to high ground where 
they have hung out around trees 
and gravel. El Campo, Bay City 
and Port Lavaca have seen steady 
flights and an influx of birds, 
however, weekend rains scattered 
concentrations and changed flight 
patterns. Stiff southerly winds 
forecasted for the coast this week 
could disperse birds even more. 
Another round of cooler air is not 
expected until next week. The sea-
son runs through Nov. 3. Prospects 
are fair to good.

Waterfowl Migration: The first 
real sign of specklebellies showed 
on the heels of last week’s cool 
front. Specks hit rice fields on the 
prairie and have been grubbing 
on waste grain. Another influx 
of blue-winged teal was noticed 
on ponds as well. Some outfit-
ters have said they have never 
seen so many bluewings at this 
point in the season. Redheads 
and pintails continue to find the 
shoalgrass shorelines around Port 
O’Connor and Rockport. Pintails, 
shovelers and wigeons have been 
seen on prairie ponds as well. 
The coast received lots of rain 
over the past two weeks which 
has already helped habitat. Playa 

lakes in the Panhandle are abun-
dant, too. Northeast Texas lakes, 
reservoirs and rivers have plenty 
of water as well. The High Plains 
Mallard Management Unit duck 
season runs Oct.24–25 and Oct.30, 
2009–Jan. 24, 2010. The North and 
South zones run Oct.31–Nov.29 
and Dec.12–Jan. 24, 2010.

WiScONSiN
Ring-necked pheasant 

season opens October 17 
at noon

Spring surveys reveal fewer 
wild, naturally-reproducing birds, 
in 2009

Hunters heading out to Wis-
consin’s prairies and marshes in 
search of ring-necked pheasants 
this fall may have to sharpen their 
skills to be successful this season 
according to state wildlife officials. 
The 2009 pheasant hunting opens 
statewide at noon Oct. 17 and 
closes on Dec. 31.

“Wisconsin’s wild, naturally-
reproducing pheasant population 
experienced another challenging 
winter,” said Scott Hull, DNR up-
land game biologist. “Both major 
surveys used to gauge pheasant 
populations in the spring showed 
decreases in 2009. The spring 
crowing count survey showed a 
36 percent decrease and the ru-
ral mail carrier pheasant survey 
showed a 35 percent decrease in 
the number of roosters counted 
compared to 2008.”

Brood survey information col-
lected in July and August, how-
ever, showed a 25 percent increase 
in the number of broods seen 
per observer and an increase in 
the average brood size from 4.6 
young per brood in 2008 to 5.3 
in 2009. While spring pheasant 
counts were down, the increase in 
brood production is a sign that the 
pheasant population is starting to 
rebound from the impact of 2008’s 



103
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                           We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                     www.Bdarn.com

record rainy spring. “Good brood 
production in 2009 will offset some 
of the overwinter mortality we 
observed heading into the 2009 
breeding season,” said Hull. “This 
is certainly a positive sign for 
pheasants and pheasant hunters as 
we approach the fall opener.”

During the 2008 pheasant hunt-
ing season, more than 70,000 
hunters went out in search of 
pheasants and reported harvesting 
360,207 birds. The top counties for 
harvest included Kenosha, Dane, 
and Dodge.

What to look for
In Wisconsin, research has shown 

that wetlands are one of the most 
important year-round cover types 
for pheasants. Areas within the 
pheasant management counties 
that contain adequate winter cover 
such as cattail and shrub-carr 
marshes, well established native 
prairie fields, and areas with 15 
percent or more of the landscape in 
idle grassland will have the high-
est pheasant densities. It will be 
important for hunters to identify 
areas with high quality habitat 
and concentrate hunting efforts 
in that area.

Pheasant stocking 
program

This fall Department of Natural 
Resources wildlife biologists plan 
to stock 71 public hunting grounds 
with approximately 45,000 game 
farm pheasants. This is a slight 
decrease from 2008 when 52,000 
game farm pheasants were stocked 
on 70 public hunting grounds. The 
decrease is partially the result of 
higher feed and gas costs.

Hunters can check the Pheasant 
Stocking on State Properties on 
the DNR Web site for the 2009 
Pheasant Stocking Information 
Sheet identifying public hunt-
ing grounds slated for pheasant 
stocking. Stocked public hunting 

grounds are primarily located 
in the southern part of the state. 
Hunters should carefully verify 
which public hunting grounds 
have a 2 p.m. closure and/or allow 
hen pheasant hunting.

More information on the 2009 
pheasant population outlook is 
available as part of the 2009 Fall 
Hunting and Trapping Forecast. 
See the 2009 Small Game Hunting 
Regulations available on the hunt-
ing and trapping regulations page 
for additional details.

Bag limits
On Oct. 17 and 18, the daily bag 

limit is one cock and possession 
limit is two. For the remainder 
of the season the daily bag limit 
is two cocks and the possession 
limit is four. Some public hunting 
grounds offer both hen and rooster 
pheasant hunting (requires free 
permit and tags) and/or 2 p.m. 
closure times. The 2 p.m. closure 
requirements are only in effect for 
the first two weeks of the pheasant 
season, from Oct. 19 to Nov. 3. A 
pheasant stamp is required to hunt 
pheasants statewide.

NEW pheasant hunting oppor-
tunities through the Mentored 
Hunting Program

Effective September 1, 2009 just 
in time for the fall hunting seasons, 
hunters age 10 or older, born on or 
after January 1, 1973 can obtain a 
hunting license and hunt, without 
first completing hunter education, 
provided they hunt with a mentor 
and comply with all of the require-
ments under the Mentored Hunt-
ing Program.

For additional information and 
requirements of the program, visit 
the Mentored Hunting Program 
Web site.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Hull, DNR 
upland wildlife ecologist - (608) 
267-7861, Sharon Fandel, assistant 

upland wildlife ecologist - (608) 
261-8458 or Bob Manwell - (608) 
264-9248

Northern zone duck 
season opens Sept. 26

Wisconsin duck hunters will 
again enjoy the maximum 60-day 
season in 2009 and are reminded 
that the Northern and Southern 
duck hunting zones have differ-
ent opening and closing dates 
and a split in the Southern Zone 
as follows.

Other than on opening days, 
the hunt begins a half hour before 
sunrise.

Northern Zone: Opens at 9 a.m. 
Sept. 26 through Nov. 24.

Southern Zone: A split season 
opens at 9 a.m. Oct. 3 through Oct. 
11 and reopens at 9 a.m. Oct. 17 
through Dec. 6.

“Wisconsin waterfowlers should 
have a good hunting season,” 
said Kent Van Horn, migratory 
game bird ecologist for the state 
Department of Natural Resources. 
“Overall, continental populations 
of waterfowl game species are 
healthy and abundant.”

Bag limits
The daily bag limit is six ducks 

in total, not to include more than 
four mallards of which only one 
may be a hen, three wood ducks, 
one black duck, two redheads, 
two scaup, one canvasback, and 
one pintail. Two important federal 
regulation changes from 2008 are 
that the canvasback season is open 
for 60 days and the scaup season 
will allow a 2-bird daily bag for 
the entire 60 days. These changes 
are in response to good breeding 
conditions and increased duck 
populations recorded during the 
2009 continental waterfowl sur-
veys.

The daily bag limit for mergan-
sers is five to include no more than 
two hooded mergansers. The daily 
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bag limit for coot is 15.

“Breeding and brood rearing 
habitat in Wisconsin was about av-
erage this spring, but lately condi-
tions have become drier,” said Van 
Horn. “As always, hunters who do 
the early legwork – scouting for 
good wetland conditions, current 
duck use, and securing landowner 
permissions, will be the ones hav-
ing a good hunt.”

Many of the ducks harvested in 
Wisconsin come from birds that 
breed in the state’s wetlands.

“The four most abundant ducks 
in Wisconsin’s fall hunting harvest 
are mallards, wood ducks, green-
winged teal and blue-winged 
teal,” Van Horn said.

Licenses and stamps
Licenses and stamps required 

include a Wisconsin small game 
license, a Wisconsin waterfowl 
stamp and a federal migratory 
bird stamp. The $15 federal stamp 
can be purchased at a post office 
or hunters have the option of 
purchasing the federal stamp at 
license vendors for a $2.50 sur-
charge. The purchase will be noted 
on their license and the stamp 
itself will arrive weeks later in the 
mail. State licenses, permits, and 
stamps are also available through 
the Wisconsin Online Licensing 
Center.

Harvest information 
Program

Waterfowl hunters must also 
register each year with the fed-
eral Harvest Information Program 
(HIP), which places them on a 
list of hunters that may receive a 
mailing asking them to provide a 
summary of their waterfowl har-
vest. They are also reminded of the 
new law which allows “mentored” 
hunting opportunities for 10-11 
year olds or anyone who has not 
yet taken Hunter Education.

Bag checks will be performed 

at select hunting locations in the 
state again this fall. Avian influ-
enza testing will also occur at 
these sites.

Additional information is avail-
able on the Waterfowl in Wiscon-
sin pages of the DNR Web site and 
in the 2009 Wisconsin Fall Hunting 
and Trapping Forecast.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn (608) 
266-8841, James Christopoulos 
(608) 261-6458, or Bob Manwell 
(608) 264-9248

Preliminary results of 
upland game bird brood 

production present 
mixed picture for 2009

Upland game bird brood success 
was mixed in 2009 due to variable 
spring weather and habitat condi-
tions, according to state wildlife 
managers.

Each year, Department of Natu-
ral Resources wildlife staff report 
the number and size of game 
bird broods they observe in the 
field from mid-June through late 
August. At the end of the survey 
period, these reports, known as 
the 10-Week Brood Survey, are 
complied and summarized by the 
wildlife research program.

“This year’s brood rearing con-
ditions were slightly cooler and 
significantly dryer compared to 
last year,” said Scott Hull, DNR 
upland wildlife ecologist. “State-
wide this year’s brood rearing 
season was on the whole better 
than 2008, but 2008 was a fairly 
poor year because of significant 
spring rain events.

“These surveys provide a rough 
estimate of game bird brood pro-
duction. Combined with other 
spring surveys and harvest infor-
mation it can help us determine 
the overall status of game birds in 
the state.”

The following are preliminary 
survey results for the turkey, 
ring-necked pheasant and ruffed 
grouse brood surveys.
Ring-necked Pheasants
Pheasant broods observed per 

hour were up 25 percent compared 
to 2008 but remain below the long-
term average. Average size of a 
brood was also up in 2009 with 5.3 
young per brood in 2009 compared 
to 4.6 in 2008.

“Pheasant hunters should expect 
similar numbers on the landscape 
as in 2009. While brood production 
was up this year, overall pheasant 
numbers are down according to 
spring survey results”, according 
to Hull.

Ruffed Grouse
Ruffed grouse populations con-

tinue to do well as this popular 
game bird approaches the peak of 
its 10-year population cycle. The 
average number of broods seen 
per hour increased 31 percent from 
2008 levels, up for the second year 
in a row. Brood size remained the 
same in 2009, 4.4 young per brood, 
as in 2008.

“There was also a statewide in-
crease in the number of breeding 
ruffed grouse shown in the spring 
drumming counts,” Hull says. 
“Ruffed grouse hunters should 
expect a good season this year 
with brood production and overall 
grouse numbers up.”

More information is available on 
the Hunting in Wisconsin pages 
of the DNR Web site and in the 
2009 Fall Hunting and Trapping 
Forecast.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Hull (608) 267-
7861 or Sharon Fandel (608) 261-
8458
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Woodcock season opens 
Sept. 19

 The American woodcock hunt-
ing season opens on Sept. 19 and 
runs through Nov. 2. The daily bag 
limit is three birds with a posses-
sion limit of six. Overall, hunters 
should expect to see woodcock 
numbers similar to the last few 
years and, depending on the 
weather, should enjoy a good 
fall.

Hunters are reminded that blaze 
orange clothing and ground blind 
rules are in effect during the Oct 
10-11 Youth Gun Deer Hunt state-
wide and during the Oct 15-18 
antlerless only gun deer hunt in 
Herd Control Deer Management 
Units. Waterfowl hunters are 
exempt from the blaze orange 
requirements.

HIP Certification and 
gun restrictions

Only shotguns capable of hold-
ing three or fewer shells with bores 
10 gauge or smaller are legal for 
hunting migratory game birds 
such as woodcock. Woodcock 
hunters also must be registered for 
the Harvest Information Program 
(HIP), a federal program that helps 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
monitor the harvest of migratory 
bird species by randomly selecting 
a sample of HIP registered hunters 
and asking them to participate in 
a harvest survey.

Many hunters hunt ruffed grouse 
and woodcock at the same time. 
Requirements for HIP registra-
tion and hunting with a shotgun 
limited to holding three shells are 
not required for ruffed grouse. 
However, these regulations must 
be followed if hunting both species 
at the same time.

Becoming HIP registered is a 
simple process. When hunters 
apply for a license they area asked 

if they intend to hunt migratory 
game birds in Wisconsin this year. 
If they answer “yes,” they are 
asked about the number of ducks 
and geese harvested last year and 
whether or not they hunted other 
migratory birds. Once those ques-
tions are answered, the hunter is 
HIP registered.

Over the last 30-plus years, the 
woodcock population across its 
range in the Midwest and north-
east U.S. has shown a steady de-
cline which biologists believe is 
primarily related to changes in for-
est habitat. However, in Wiscon-
sin, this decline appears to have 
leveled off, with no significant 
change over the last decade.

Interest in pursuing the “timber-
doodle” throughout the forests of 
Wisconsin remains high with more 
than 14,000 woodcock hunters 
spending more than 65,000 days in 
the field in 2008. Wisconsin ranks 
second in the nation for woodcock 
harvest at about 36,000 birds.

Detailed woodcock hunting reg-
ulations can be found in the Small 
Game Hunting Regulations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn, DNR 
Migratory Game Bird ecologist - 
(608) 266-8841; James Christopou-
los (608) 261-6458 or Bob Manwell 
- (608) 264-9248

Early canada goose, 
mourning dove seasons 

open Sept. 1
The first of the fall hunting 

seasons arrives on Sept. 1 with 
the opening the early September 
Canada goose and mourning dove 
seasons.

The early Canada goose season 
runs from Sept. 1-15 and is open 
statewide (with the exception of 
the Burnett county subzone). This 
season requires a separate $3 early 
Canada goose permit. The dove 
season runs Sept. 1 through Nov. 

9.
“The early Canada goose hunt 

directs harvest efforts on Wiscon-
sin breeding Canada geese,” says 
Kent VanHorn, DNR waterfowl 
ecologist. “Successful hunters 
know that resident geese often 
change their feeding and move-
ment patterns as September ap-
proaches. Scouting ahead of time 
and staying mobile during the 
season offers the best chances for 
success.”

The Early Canada Goose Sea-
son hunting regulations [PDF] 
and the mourning dove hunting 
regulations [PDF] are available in 
portable document format (PDF) 
on the DNR Web site.

Wisconsin’s Waterfowl Breed-
ing Population Survey showed 
a resident goose population of 
148,293 (up 27 percent from 2008) 
and last year hunters harvested 
a record 24,276 birds during this 
early goose hunt.

The 10 year trend for mourning 
doves shows the populations to 
be stable, with a 0.8 percent in-
crease. On average, about 14,000 
Wisconsin hunters harvest 140,000 
mourning doves each year. As 
with Canada geese, mourning 
dove hunters should benefit from 
pre-season scouting to see where 
birds are flying as they move be-
tween roosts, water, and feeding 
areas.

New Mentored Hunting 
Law in effect

“At this time of year, particularly 
over the holiday weekend, many 
people are spending time outdoors 
and we encourage everyone to 
respect each other’s interests,” 
adds VanHorn. “Also, Sept. 1 is 
the first day the new mentored 
hunting law is in effect. The law 
allows any licensed hunter to take 
anyone 10 years of age or older 
hunting under certain conditions. 
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Specifics are available on the DNR 
Web site. It’s a great way to intro-
duce someone new to hunting and 
pass on the traditions we love and 
cherish.”

Dove hunting regulation 
and safety reminders

    * Doves are migratory 
birds so hunters must use 
a plugged shot gun with 
a capacity not to exceed 3 
shells in the magazine and 
chamber combined.

    * Dove and all migra-
tory bird hunters must be 
HiP certified. HiP certi-
fication is free and avail-
able at all locations where 
hunting licenses are sold.

Remember to  avoid 
shooting at doves near 
power lines and horizon-
tally at low-flying birds 
where other hunters may 
be present. Following the 
basic rules of firearms 
safety should avoid these 
situations.

FOR MORE iNFORMa-
TiON cONTacT: James 
christopoulos (608) 261-
6458 or Bob Manwell (608) 
264-9248
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Gun Show calendar Of Events

alaska 
Aug 1-2 Gun Show Sullivan 
Arena Seward Highway 
Anchorage

Sept 5-6 Gun Show Holiday 
Inn Convention Center 1500 
S 48th St Springdale

Nov 28-29 Gun Show Holi-
day Inn Convention Center 
1500 S 48th St Springdale

alabama 
Aug 22-23 Gun Show Caha-
ba Shriners Pulaski Pike & 
Winchester Rd Huntsville

Sept 5-6 Gun Show Civic 
Center 2 Miles From I65 
Culman

Oct 24-25 Gun Show Lau-
derdale Coliseum 702 E 
Veterans Dr Florence

Nov 28-29 Gun Show Civic 
Center North Expo Hall 
Birmingham

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Caha-
ba Shriners Pulaski Pike & 
Winchester Rd Huntsville

arkansas 
Nov 7-8 Gun Show State 
Fairgrounds Hall Of Indus-
try 2600 Howard St Little 
Rock

Dec 19-20 Gun Show State 
Fairgrounds Hall Of Indus-
try 2600 Howard St Little 
Rock

arizona 
Aug 1-2 Gun Show Tonto-
Apache Gym Payson

Aug 22-23 Gun Show Ro-
deo Center Williams

Sept 26-27 Gun Show Civic 
Center 5750 W. Glenn Dr 
Glendale

connecticut 
August 15-16 Gun Show 
Danbury Plaza Danbury

Oct 24-25 Gun Show Dur-
ham Fairgrounds Durham

Oct 31-1 Gun Show Bev-
erly Hills Suites Hotel 383 S 
Center St Windsor Locks

Florida 
Aug 1-2 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Panama City

Aug 22-23 Gun Show Cen-
tral Florida Fairgrounds 
Orlando

Aug 29-30 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Pensacola

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Fair-
grounds CR 42 & 452 Eu-
stis

Georgia 
Sept 5-6 Gun Show Confer-
ence Center 1 Meeting Place 
Valdosta

Sept 26-27 Gun Show Expo 
Center 3650 Jonesboro Rd 
SE Atlanta

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Expo 
Center 3650 Jonesboro Rd 
SE Atlanta

iowa 
Sept  11-13 Gun Show 
Hawkeye Downs 4400 6th 
St Cedar Rapids

Sept 25-27 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 4H Building Des 
Moines

Nov 6-8 Gun Show Adven-
tureland Des Moines

Nov 13-15 Gun Show 
Hawkeye Downs 4400 6th 
St Cedar Rapids

Oct 3-4 Gun Show Hon-Dah 
Resort Pinetop

Oct 24-25 Gun Show Expo 
Center 3750 E Irvington Rd 
Tucson

Nov 7-8 Gun Show Verde 
Valley Fairgrounds Cot-
tonwood

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Expo 
Center 3750 E Irvington Rd 
Tucson

california 
Aug 1-2 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 199 E Hazel St 
Gridley

Aug 29-30 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1658 South Airport 
Way Stockton

Sept 5-6 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Bakersfield

Sept 12-13 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Fresno

Sept 12-13 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 900 Fairgrounds 
Dr Vallejo

Sept 12-13 Gun Show Sea-
side Park 101 Freeway & 
Calif St Ventura

Sept 19-20 San Jose Gun 
Show Fairgrounds San 
Jose

Oct 10-11 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 900 North Broad-
way Turlock

Oct 17-18 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 900 Fairgrounds 
Dr Vallejo

Oct 31-1 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1210 West 10th St 
Antioch

Nov 7-8 Gun Show Seaside 
Park 101 Freeway & Calif 
St Ventura

Nov 14-15 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 1658 South Airport 
Way Stockton

Nov 21-22 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Bakersfield

Nov 21-22 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 800 All American 
Blvd Roseville

Nov 28-29 San Jose Gun 
Show Fairgrounds San 
Jose

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Fresno

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 900 Fairgrounds 
Drive Vallejo

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Event 
Center Paso Robles

colorado 
Aug 1-2 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver

August 29-30 Gun Show 
Crowne Plaza I-70 to Cham-
bers Rd Aurora

Sept 26-27 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver

Oct 17-18 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver

Nov 5-6 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver

Nov 21-22 Gun Show 
Crowne Plaza I-70 to Cham-
bers Rd Aurora

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Mer-
chandise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver


