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Training

Just Ducky Kennel 
& Spaniel Training Academy

3-time Boykin Spaniel Society National Open Champion, HRCH 
UH Curlee Gurlee and 5 Generations of Just Ducky Boykin Spaniels earning 

HR, HRCH and GRHRCH titles
At Just Ducky Academy each dog is trained ac-

cording to his/her personality.

Pamela O. Kadlec, Dean of Retriever Studies
79 Wood Duck Drive, Edgefield, SC 29824
(803) 637-2007 www.boykinspaniel.com

Which Is Easier To Train Male 
Or Females?

Forget Emotions And Notions, Here Are The Facts
By Dave Duffey

Which is easier to train  
m a l e  o r  f e m a l e 
dogs?

Fifty years ago, my answer 
would have been one word, and 
probably wrong. Today (in an at-
mosphere of concern over sexism, 
political correctness and pseudo-
sympathetic sensitivities) my hon-
esty will be questioned by both 
those who advocate diplomacy and 
those seeking fact or truth, even if 
it hurts.

Let’s begin by taking the easy 
way out. For many people, when it 
comes to training, the sex of the dog 
is not going to make a noticeable 
difference. That is a general answer. 
Your question was directed to me, 
an individual and each reader of this 
column has her or his own personal 
opinion. Feel free to disagree. You 
ain’t me and I ain’t you.

That I personally find bitches 
easier to train than dogs is going to 
startle a lot of casual acquaintances: 
even some who know me well. 
Furthermore, most frequent 
recommendations to most 
amateur trainers is that 
they will progress faster 
and enjoy training their 
dogs more if the pupils 
are female. For most 
pro trainers, the sex of 
the animal is irrelevant. 
Lad or lass, they should 
be able to make it work. 

But amateurs need all the help from 
a dog they can get. A female will be 
more cooperative and quicker to 
learn than a male.

That long-ago knee-jerk reaction 
to the question of which gender 
should be easiest to train was based 
on a stereotypical misconception 
that males were not only stronger 
and tougher, but smarter. I apolo-
gize for growing up and maturing 
in an era when men worked sick, 
played hurt, didn’t cry and felt pro-
tective about the incomprehensible 
opposite sex.

I have been told that when I 
answer the phone, a difference in 
my tone and demeanor is so evi-
dent that an observer immediately 
knows if the caller is male or female. 
Whether that is patronizing, sweet-
talking or being unusually courte-
ous to a woman may be debatable.

This spills over into dealing with 
dogs. As one observer put it, “Duffey, 
watching you while you are training, 

I notice those male dogs don’t get 
away with a thing. They put a foot 
down wrong and, you’re all over 
them. But let the females mess up and 
you don’t even scold them!”

Genes or testosterone don’t 
have anything to do with it. There 
was a time when boys and girls were 
treated distinctly and when a man 
came home from a trip he hugged 
and kissed his wife and daughters 
and shook hands or back-patted 
his sons.

Because of that indoctrination, I 
suspect it is easier to be patient with 
a bitch in training. That is a good 
thing, particularly for a man who 
holds persistency to be a greater vir-
tue when dog training than patience 
and is an impatient man. Eliciting a 
canine response with coaxing and 
gentle coercion makes the training 
process much more enjoyable for 
both trainer and dog than having 
to force the issue.

Modem day dog trainers may 
have been “brought up” differently. 
Both dog lovers and people hug-
gers may dislike anthropomorphic 
comparisons. But, like their human 
counterparts, female pups mature 
faster, catch on quicker and are more 
teachable and biddable than male 
pups and young dogs.

This is the major reason for rec-
ommending female pups to amateur 
trainers. Pros know the males will 
come around in time and are pre-
pared to temper their independence. 
Male antics don’t discourage them. 

For any trainer and most par-
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ticularly for the man or woman training his 
or her own dogs, nothing works better than 
early success.

Getting positive response and coop-
eration from a pup early on encourages 
the trainer to do more with his or her pup. 
This results in a satisfactorily trained dog. 
Catching on intuitively and wanting to 
please is evident more often in females in 
training than with inclined-to-buck-the-
system males. It is all too easy for an inex-
perienced trainer to become discouraged 
when incipient maleness raises its ornery 
head, avoid training, or flail away before 
taking a deep breath.

Question: My American Water Spaniel 
isn’t hard-mouthed but he doesn’t like to 
give up the dummy or bird once he has 
picked it up. I know not to play tug of war, 
but short of prying something out of his 
mouth, is there any way to get him to drop 
the bird on command?

Answer: There is. I have outlined this 
technique before but something that works 
as well as this bears repeating. For want of 
a better term, lets call it a “flank pinch.” Its 
rate of success puts it as close to guaranteed 
to cure the type of “lockjaw” you describe 
as anything in dog training can be.

On each hind leg, dogs have a mem-
brane-like web (similar to the flap of skin 
that lies between your thumb and index 
finger) that attaches the front of the thigh 
to the side of the belly.

When your dog freezes on a dummy 
or bird in the mouth, hold what’s being 
retrieved in one hand and with the other, 
grasp a handful of that flap and lift up on 
it. Your dog will release the object without 
a tussle. Whether or not, over time, a dog 
figures out the command “drop” means he 
can avoid the flank pinch by obeying, you’ll 
get the job done one way or another with 
no side effects.

Dave Duffey hails from Bowler, WI
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Buy The Book
Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we 

offer you seven pages from this book to decide 
if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Countrysport 
Press we have offered you 

an excerpt from Grouse 
Dogs by Richard Weaver

Grouse Dogs 
By Richard Weaver

Chapter 6 The Making of a Grouse 
Dog

Of such is the great grouse dog, a rare indi 
vidual, that can be properly placed with 
out hesitation on the pinnacle of bird dog 

development. William Harnden Foster said it best in 
New England Grouse Shooting many years ago. Few 
who have been there and have hunted these birds day 
after day, season after season, throughout the course of 
a lifetime would disagree. Great grouse dogs are spe-
cial individuals from unique bloodlines, dogs who are 
given the opportunity over and over again to point and 
retrieve grouse for their two-legged companions.

To this grouse hunter, they are also gentle, loving 
companions who are as at home on the couch as they 
are in the grouse woods. The companion grouse dog is 
a compromise of intensity in the woods; the intelligence 
to know how to use it; and the common sense to know 
when to turn it on and off. There are old bloodlines, bred 
and hunted by men who were there and who did it-men 
like William Harnden Foster, George Ryman, Burton 
Spiller, and George Bird Evans, to name a few. These 
men were grouse hunters who bred grouse dogs, and 
they knew what a real grouse dog should be. They may 
have differed on some of the particulars, but they all 
wanted dogs that hunted to the gun and retrieved to the 
gunner. Unfortunately, many of the characteristics valued 
in those dogs are being lost in modern bloodlines, both 
through careless breeding and on purpose. While I have 
trained a thousand-plus dogs of all types and breeds, I 
am an English-setter man at heart. As a result, some of 
my observations will be breed specific, but most are just 
about grouse dogs.

As a grouse hunter, dog trainer, and sometime breeder, 
I strive for the dog that has enough intensity to get out 
there and do the required work, yet enough biddability to 
do it for me, not just itself. Before proceeding, allow me to 
pass on that I define intensity the way the old-timers did, 
not the way it is often perceived today. Intensity means 
my dog is all hunt, every second it is down in grouse 
cover, hunting at whatever range and pace its genetics and 

training allow. That leaves range and speed as a matter 
of personal choice to be dictated by the cover, the quarry, 
the age and condition of the hunter, and other personal 
preferences.

A faster dog is not a better dog and vice versa. A 
grouse dog hunting in the thickest cover at forty yards 
may have as much intensity as a ground-eating plains 
quail dog working at a quarter of a mile. They are dif-
ferent creatures with different circumstances to handle 
and different genetics with which to do it. Yes, there 
are plodders that do not put enough distance between 
themselves and the hunter to encounter and point undis-
turbed grouse. Then, too, there are wild-eyed racehorses 
who are worthless when their whereabouts are always 
in question, dogs that cannot be reached in time to get 
a shot when they do point. When it comes down to it, 
range and speed are matters of personal preference, and 
far too often they are the focus of discussions on what a 
grouse dog should be.
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What I prefer may not be what 
you prefer, and that is as it should be. 
There are already too many arbitrary 
standards in too many competitions 
set by people who often do little, if 
any, grouse hunting. Certain char-
acteristics are declared superior, and 
those who dare to take another path 
are shouted down.

What follows is one grouse hunt-
er’s idea of what a grouse dog should 
be: First, I prefer a dog that predomi-
nately air-scents. An air-scenting dog 
that quarters efficiently will locate 
more birds, more quickly, and at a 
greater distance than a ground track-
er. As a result, such a dog will also 
be less likely to bust jumpy grouse. 
This narrows my choice to setters 
and pointers, with setters being my 
personal preference.

Second, I prefer a dog that is 
pensive and very much “within itself.” 
From Rose’s first season, she has been 
all business. When I put her down, she 
relieves herself, then eyes me with that 
“let’s -go-to work” look. There is no 
racing around like a fanatic whose drive 
is overriding its brain. My hunting part-
ners have expressed opinions such as, 
“That dog doesn’t take a step without 
thinking” and “She hunts like a cat.”

Third, I like a dog that has a 
steady, graceful pace that will carry it 
all day in grouse woods, do so again 
tomorrow, and so on. To a great extent 
this is an extension of item number 
two about dogs with a thoughtful 
approach to hunting, yet grace of 
movement and a ground-covering 
stride. In the ridge-and-valley region 
of our Appalachians, a dog that is too 
reckless will not physically survive 
the rigors of rocks, deadfalls, inclines, 
greenbriers, red briers, and so on. Rose 
floats through grouse woods, her feet 
almost not touching the ground, and 
the grouse are unaware of her pres-
ence until the moment of the point.

Fourth, a grouse dog should lock 
on point at the first hint of a scent 
particle in the air. There should be no 
moving on to confirm scent, no excited 
racing around to locate the source, no 
concern for position or style. The dog 

should hold the posture it is caught 
in at the moment scent is detected, 
and there should be no doubt. From 
that moment forward, the only move-
ment might be a head swivel or eye 
glance to tell me, “Boss, if you cross 
the stream and go around that tree 
you will be in perfect position, the 
bird is right there.” Gun-dog style is 
truly in the eyes of the beholder, and 
my eye prefers the old standard of a 
straight line from the tip of the tail to 
the tip of the nose. It always evokes 
thoughts of generations past and of 
the great grouse dogs and hunters 
that went before us.

Fifth, I like a handsome, physi-
cally substantial dog, with females 
weighing from forty-five to sixty 
pounds and males from fifty-five to 
seventy pounds. I like dual-type set-
ters, because in addition to hunting 
ability, I appreciate aesthetics. If I can 
have both, why settle for less?

Sixth, good grouse dogs know 
how to handle difficult, running 
birds. They should point, catwalk, 
point, and so on in a straight line, 
head up, keeping the exact same 
amount of scent in their nostrils. 
More scent will result in a bumped 
bird and less scent in an escaped bird. 
This is another place where a pensive 
temperament will serve the dog well. 
Burton Spiller wrote of an invisible 
string attached from the bird to the 
dog’s nose, pulling it along at exactly 
the same distance.

Seven, a grouse dog must have 
the instinct to retrieve and the disposi-
tion to “hunt dead” indefinitely. With 
these instincts, a competent handler 
will be able to develop the dog into a 
determined finder of downed birds. 
A pup that will pick up and carry 
objects will retrieve. Teaching a dog 
to complete retrieves and hunt dead is 
the job of the handler. The instincts to 
do so have been lost in many modern, 
competitive bloodlines. A real grouse 
dog does what it can to ensure that 
crippled birds are not lost.

These seven traits do not fully 
define what I look for in a grouse 
dog, but they are among the most 

important. My ideal candidate excels 
in three general areas: hunting abil-
ity, conformation, and temperament. 
In picking a young pup from a litter 
at seven weeks or so, I must depend 
upon the breeding for hunting ability. 
Conformation can be scrutinized well 
enough to rule out undesirables and 
narrow the choice. From the remain-
ing few pups, the deciding factor 
will be temperament. The pensive 
temperament that I am looking for can 
be seen in the pup’s daily interaction 
with its littermates. When a scuffle is 
underway, the pup I want is the one 
that will sit and observe-not afraid-
and when it sees some vulnerability 
will enter the fray to gain advantage-
calm, thoughtful, controlled.

How do you find a good grouse-
dog? First and foremost, seek people 
who are breeding real grouse-dog 
pups out of real grouse dogs, ones 
that actually hunt and produce birds 
for the gun. Ask for a demonstration 
of the sire and/or dam, and an ex-
planation of their owner’s breeding 
philosophy. Keep looking until you 
find a situation where the humans 
involved inspire confidence and 
trust, and the dogs represent what 
your idea of a grouse dog is. Then, 
wait! It is most important to pick the 
proper breeder and litter. If you have 
done so, the process of choosing an 
individual pup will be much more 
certain. You may be best served by 
picking to the middle of the litter in 
size and temperament, ruling out 
the smallest and largest, as well as, 
the most timid and most precocious. 
If you have found a good litter, this 
technique should serve you well.

Finally, raising a grouse-dog 
prospect is much like raising a young 
human athlete. Teach it the funda-
mentals of its sport, practice fair 
chase, and let the dog enjoy its time 
afield. If the talent is there, you and 
your pup will succeed. Great grouse 
dogs are the product of good genetics, 
good handling, and a lot of birds.

Grouse Dogs by Richard Weaver 
Reprinted with permission 

Copyrights  Countrysport Press 2005
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Hunting Partners

Looking Forward To It
By Loyde Childs

“Come on along” or “do you 
want to go” are some of the opening 
phrases used in inviting us to join 
others in activities. Regardless of 
what we are going to do, one person 
must take charge and be the leader. If 
you are not the leader then you must 
feel comfortable with the people you 
join.

By saying”come on along” the 
feeling is that you are wanted. Using 
“ do you want to go” can sometimes 
present an uneasy numbness in 
that you may feel you weren’t the 
first choice, or that you may not be 

qualified.

If the invitation is to be part of  
a hunting party with strangers it 
could be similar to a job interview. 
When you accept the opportunity, 
do your best, be willing to be part of 
the group and help in anyway you 
can. You may find a new friend or 
hunting partner.

“Perfect hunting partners are 
people in roughly the same physical 
shape as you are, with hunting eth-
ics similar to your own. They don’t 
criticize your dog overly much even 

when it deserves it 
They’ll either offer 
to drive or chip in 
some gas money. 
They won’t claim 
every bird that both 
of you happen to 
shoot at. They may 
razz you a bit over 
an easy miss, but 
know to lay off if 
you’re in the dol-
drums or a slump”

The above is a 
quote I like from 
L a r r y  B r o w n ’ s 
book- “ From A 
Pheasant Hunter’s 
Notebook” - 1992. 
To this I would add 
that hunting part-
ners must be honest 
and willing to share 
in all the work and 
planning of each 
trip. Partners must 
always be looking 
out for each other’s 

well being. They shouldn’t be 
whiners because not all plans and 
situations work out. Therefore, they 
should try to be positive and learn 
from the experience of the hunt.

Once partnerships have been 
formed it is the foundation for 
promotion and expansion of the 
hunting culture. New hunters can be 
introduced to the game because the 
partners have bonded their experi-
ence and have something to offer.

Young hunters starting out 
need mentors with the knowledge 
to teach them the basics. To do this 
mentors must make hunting fun and 
enjoyable. Only when new hunters 
can relate to situations you have 
encountered will they feel confident, 
and want to relive the perceptions 
you have given them.

Each of us should take the re-
sponsibility to take a young person 
afield to be part of our hunting 
group. There is no better feeling in 
my opinion than to have a chance 
to be a teacher when you are well 
versed in the subject being taught. 
The rewards of working with young 
people will enlighten your senses.

The “flip side” of this is the se-
nior hunter. Statistics are showing 
that most hunters today are leaving 
the field when they are in their early 
sixties. However, there are many 
hunters that hunt well into their sev-
enties and longer. They are not look-
ing for a mentor but rather someone 
to take them hunting. Most of these 
people no longer have a hunting 
partner. They still would like to go 
hunting and need the companion-
ship of others to help them with the 
tasks they can not accomplish with 
age. Many have done their part as 
mentors and like the youth we need 
to give them our support.

Take someone hunting they are 
all “LOOKING FORWARD TO IT”

Loyde Childs hails from Marshall, 
WI
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Birds In The Pan

Honey Baked Pheasant

4 – 6 boneless pheasant breasts and thighs, 
cut into 2” cubes

1 - 2 cups flour

salt and pepper

2 sticks butter

1 bottle honey 
Season the flour to taste with the salt and pepper. Add 

If you have a favorite 
recipe, send it in!

your favorite seasonings if desired.

 Melt 1 stick of butter in a skillet.

 Roll the pheasant pieces in the flour and add 
to the hot butter. Brown on all sides.

 Remove the meat to a lightly greased glass 
baking dish.

 Place the other stick of butter and the honey 
in the skillet. Stir while heating.

 Once the mixture is runny, pour it over the 
pheasant.

 Cover the dish with foil and bake at 350 
degrees for 25 minutes.

 Serve making sure to dip some of the honey 
from the dish onto the pheasant.
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As someone who en 
joys the outdoors,  
you may have no-

ticed metallic or brightly col-
ored bands on the legs of some 
birds. If you are an avid birder 
or hunter, you may have actu-

Reporting Bird Bands
 By Gene Carver, Wildlife Biologist

Banding

ally gotten close enough to read 
the information written on these 
bands. The small print will in-
clude a number code and an 
address or a telephone number, 
or maybe just a cryptic message 
such as “AVISE BIRD BAND 

W A S H 
D C . ” 
These are 
all instruc-
t ions  for 
reporting 
i n f o r m a -
tion about 
t h e  b i r d 
you have 
observed, 
caught, or 
harvested.

B a n d -
ing of birds 
for identifi-
cation was 
first record-
ed  about 
1595. One 
o f  K i n g 
Henry IV’s 
Peregrine 
F a l c o n s 
was found 
over 1,300 
miles from 
w h e r e  i t 
w a s  l o s t 
a n d  w a s 

identified by its leg band. The 
first recorded banding of birds 
in North America was by John 
James Audubon in 1803. He tied 
silver cords on the legs of nest-
ling phoebes and identified two 
of them when they returned 
the next year. Dr. Paul Bartsch 
of the Smithsonian Institute 
started the first systematic, 
scientific banding program of 
birds in North America in 1902. 
He banded 23 black-crowned 
night herons with serial num-
bered leg bands with the return 
address of “Return to Smithso-
nian Institute.”

Jointly administered by The 
U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior and the Canadian Wildlife 
Service, the North American 
Bird Banding Program began 
in 1920. Over 63 million birds 
have been banded and over 3.5 
million have been recovered 
and reported under this pro-
gram.  Bird bands range in size 
from very small to fit a hum-
mingbird leg to very large to fit 
the leg of a trumpeter swan. No 
matter their size, the informa-
tion gained by reporting bird 
bands is significant.

Banding of all migratory 
birds in the United States is 
controlled under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act. The Bird Band-
ing Laboratory (BBL), located 
at the U.S. Geological Survey 
Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center controls and issues all 
federal bands and banding per-
mits.  A federal banding permit 
is required, and only federal 
bands may be used on wild 
migratory birds. Only federal 
and state authorized individual 
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agencies are allowed to band 
waterfowl species because the 
banding information is used to 
set harvest and season regula-
tions.

Permitted banders include 
federal and state agencies, uni-
versity researchers, and private 
individuals. Permit applicants 
must be able to show they are 
qualified to safely capture, 
handle, and band birds.  

Bird banding data is helpful 
in both research and manage-
ment programs. The band on a 
bird identifies that individual 
and can provide knowledge 
of its movement, survival and 
behavior. Bird band data is used 
to study bird habitat use, repro-
duction, and migration patterns; 
monitor populations; assess and 
manage endangered species; 
and set hunting regulations.

All federal metal bands, aux-
iliary markers such as colored 
leg and neckbands for geese, 
and bands from foreign govern-
ments should be reported to the 
Bird Banding Laboratory by 
calling the telephone number 
on the band or logging onto 
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/
BBL and following the links on 
how to identify and report a 
bird band. The reporter will re-
ceive information on when and 
where the bird was banded. 

One ongoing project could 
make bands visible to our citi-
zens. Alabama is one of 27 states 
currently participating in a 
mourning dove banding project. 
Data on age specific survival 
and harvest rates of mourn-
ing doves is being obtained. In 

the past three 
years, 3,329 
doves  have 
been banded 
in Alabama. 
Report mourn-
i n g  d o v e 
bands by call-
ing 1-800-327-
band (2263) or 
going to the 
http://www.
p w r c . u s g s .
gov/BBL Web 
site.

O t h e r 
t y p e s  o f 
bands may be 
encountered. 
F a l c o n e r s 
may legally 
have birds of 
prey that are 
banded. Indi-
viduals may 
band pigeons, parrots, cocka-
tiels, and finches. State agencies 
may band non-migratory birds, 
such as quail or turkey.

Banding birds has proven to 
be a very successful method of 
gaining valuable information. 
Should you find a bird band, 
by taking the time to note the 
band number and reporting 
the information, you may have 
contributed significantly to an 
on-going project. Managing 
bird populations is global.
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Bird Guns

Patterning for Game Birds
By  Randy Wakeman

I t is difficult for all of us to  
accept that not only are all  
guns individuals, no two 

patterns are identical. Just because 
a choke tube or shotgun barrel is 
marked “modified” means abso-
lutely nothing in a specific sense. 
Patterns are performance based, not 
constriction based.

After market choke tube makers 
sell chokes on the basis of “constric-
tion,” but that is misleading. They 
cannot know the actual amount of 
constriction, simply because they 
do not know the inside diameter of 
your shotgun’s bore. More correctly, 
after market chokes tubes are sold 
on the basis of their inside diameter. 
It is our job to measure our barrel’s 
bore, and only the choke tube inter-
nal diameter subtracted from our 
barrel’s mic’ed internal diameter 
can give us the actual amount of 
constriction.

There is a relationship between 
pattern performance and the con-
striction of our chokes, but not an 
exact relationship. Consider the 
following chart, which is as accurate 
(or as inaccurate) as most of them:

No chart giving patterns at 40 
yards in a 30 inch circle can be exact. 
This does not take into account the 
size of the shot, the hardness of the 
shot, the payload weight, muzzle 
velocity, the design of the choke 
itself, or the gauge being discussed. 
Whoever said the only thing that 
is predictable about shotguns is 

that they are unpredictable had it 
right. We need to start somewhere, 
though, and the above chart serves 
that  pur-
pose.

P e r -
c e n t a g e s 
do not bag 
birds, pel-
lets do. So, 
i t  i s  i m -
portant to 
look at the 
number of 
pellets con-
ta ined in 
our shotshell loads. In an ounce of 
lead shot there are approximately 
585 #9 pellets, 410 # 8 pellets, 350 
#7 1/2 pellets, 225 #6 pellets, 170 
#5 pellets, 135 # 4 pellets, and 90 
#2 pellets. It should be clear that to 
well-populate a pattern takes a lot 
more #4 shot by weight @ 135 pel-
lets to the ounce than #8 shot @ 410 
pellets to the ounce.

There are several myths that 
should be dispelled. One fellow 
I know claims to take only “head 
shots” on pheasants using 1-1/2 
ounces of #6 shot. It’s not easy to 
miss a pheasant 449 times with a 
single pull of the trigger, but I guess 
he manages.

A misconception is that with so 
many pellets, it is hard to miss. After 
all, just one ounce of #8 shot gives 
us 410 projectiles. Of course, we do 
miss. Not everyone runs the skeet 

field every time, and anyone that 
claims to come home with as many 
doves as empty hulls could be taking 
a bit of liberty with reality.

Lethality is a whole different 
matter. John Brindle claimed that 
for a 1-1/8 oz. 12 gauge shell to be 
acceptably lethal on game the pat-
tern must not be larger than about 
25 inches across. For the farthest 
skeet targets the pattern must not 
be larger than 20 inches in diam-
eter, and for trap about 14 inches 
across.

All of this may seem a bit con-
fusing, but it really isn’t. We need 

to determine the range at which 
we most often take, or would like 
to take, our game and go for the 
optimum pattern at that range, 
which will likely be about twenty-
two inches across. Our pattern size 
will be smaller inside that range, 
and become larger and less lethal 
beyond it. Patterning our guns at 
the distance we are taking game and 
determining if a game bird could 
possibly live through that pattern 
is a forthright approach.

A recent addition to my bird-
bagging collection was another 
Browning B-80 in 20 gauge. After 
measuring the bore with my set of 
hole gauges, I discovered it mea-
sured about .6205 in., over .003 in. 
larger than the stated .617 bore. A 
.003 in. “skeet choke” in this gun 
would be no constriction, no choke 
effect at all.
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I selected a Carlson’s extended 
Sporting Clays .595” tube (marked 
IM) which puts me in the area I’ve 
found to be a good compromise for 
pheasants with a 20 gauge gun, just 
under a .020” constriction (assum-
ing good ammo). To verify that this 
was an adequate choice, I grabbed 
some Fiocchi 3” 1-1/4 oz. nickel 
plated “Golden Pheasant” loads and 
zipped off to the field to see what the 
pattern looked like at 40 yards. The 
results are below:

Normally I wouldn’t waste a 
Birchwood-Casey Shoot N’C target 
for patterning, but since Chuck 
Hawks is such a great guy, I’ve 
spared no expense. With the help 
of Rocky the Wonder dog’s pheas-
ant dummy, it illustrates (as illus-
trations should) that no pheasant 
would likely make it through that 
pattern without multiple, quickly 
lethal hits. In fact, there is nowhere 
inside the 10X area that I can place 
my palm without covering multiple 
#5 shot holes.

This reveals nothing about how 
that gun/choke tube/shell combi-
nation patterns at 45 or 50 yards, or 
tells anything about the pattern at 20 
or 25 yards. The only way to know 
what we have at those ranges is to 
pattern at them. As is, it does show 
that the Fiocchi Golden Pheasant 
/ Carlson .595 in. extended choke 
in this B-80 20 gauge gun is an ad-

equate pheasant load at 40 yards.

If your personal patterning ef-
forts show that your gun/choke/
shell combination delivers multiple 
hits to the vitals with a pellet size 
carrying sufficient energy to pen-
etrate through them, you will have 
the confidence that brings greater 

success all by itself. When the birds 
fall dead, there should be no sur-
prise whatsoever except, perhaps, 
to what you are shooting at.

Randy  Wakeman hails from  
Wakeman, IL  his website is http://
members.aol.com/randymagic/
ballltd.htm


