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    * Use appropriate equipment. 
Hunting gear is not one size fits 
all.

    * No pressure. A child should 
only take a shot they are comfort-
able with.

    * Practice shooting skills. Build 
confidence in the child by practic-
ing beforehand.

    * Use good judgment. As an 
adult, you’re responsible for the 
safety of a child.

Refer to the 2009 Hunting Hand-
book for specific rules and regu-
lations for the youth pheasant 
season and mentored hunting or 
visit www.sdgfp.info/Wildlife/
hunting/MentoredHunt for more 
information.

By helping a young person to 
hunt this year, you are sharing the 
hunting heritage of South Dakota 
and promoting a future for wild-
life in the state. Be sure to include 
safety, hunter ethics and fun in 
your own hunting heritage.
 Pheasant plan available 

for review
The S.D. Game, Fish and Parks 

Department is offering residents 
the opportunity to review a five-
year draft management plan for 
pheasants.

The Ring-necked Pheasant Man-
agement Plan for South Dakota 
2009-2014 is an 84-page draft on 
how the department proposes to 
manage the state’s prized game 
bird. The proposal is open for 
review during a 30-day public 
comment period.

“With the recent and future loss 
of habitat enrolled in the Conser-
vation Reserve Program and other 
challenges that lie ahead, GFP is 
actively addressing future issues 
by having a comprehensive plan 
in place for implementation,” 
said Chad Switzer, GFP terrestrial 
wildlife administrator. “This plan 
is comprised of measurable and 

time-bound strategies to success-
fully meet the identified goals, but 
it provides the flexibility to make 
adjustments if there is a need.”

The draft management plan can 
be found on the GFP Web site at 
http://www.sdgfp.info/ under 
the “What’s New” heading. There 
is also the opportunity to provide 
feedback on the plan through the 
Internet link.

“A planning process like this 
is always improved by public 
input,” Switzer said. “If you have 
a love for pheasants and wildlife 
and their habitats in South Dakota, 
please look through the plan and 
share any thoughts or ideas you 
might have.”

A printed copy of the draft can 
be obtained by writing: Pheasant 
Management Plan, Game, Fish and 
Parks Department, 523 East Capitol 
Ave., Pierre, SD 57501. Written com-
ments on the plan may be mailed to 
the same address.

CRP and pheasants, a 
successful combination 

for S.D.
 In a state where the ring-necked 

pheasant is king, Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) land must 
be the throne.

South Dakota has enjoyed some 
all-time record pheasant popu-
lations in the past decade, and 
Game, Fish and Parks Department 
biologists credit the habitat boost 
from CRP as the main factor in the 
brilliant-colored bird’s successful 
reproduction.

“Our state has enjoyed pheasant 
populations far beyond what most 
states have been able to achieve 
because of the quantity, quality 
and mixture of different habitat 
types that pheasants thrive in,” 
said Chad Switzer, GFP terrestrial 
program administrator. “But the 
prime factor in recent years is 
set-aside land that agriculture pro-

ducers have taken advantage of as 
part of the Conservation Reserve 
Program.”

South Dakota reached a peak of 
1.77 million acres enrolled in the 
CRP program in 1998. As of July 
31, the state had 1.2 million acres 
enrolled.

CRP acres declined statewide by 
24 percent in the past three years, 
with some local areas losing more 
than 50 percent.

Coincidentally, the 2009 pheas-
ant brood route survey conducted 
by GFP declined by 26 percent 
from 2008. However, the average 
count of 6.32 pheasants per mile is 
still the fourth-highest statewide 
count in the past 45 years.

“Our agency is very concerned 
about the loss of acres in the CRP 
program,” Switzer said. “We are 
losing valuable habitat for pheas-
ants and other wildlife, and I think 
we are starting to see that in our 
populations. The most chilling fact 
is that we are set to lose two-thirds 
of our remaining CRP land over 
the next five years.”

Switzer’s concern is based on the 
history of South Dakota’s pheas-
ant population. The state had 
its highest pheasant numbers in 
those years when there were large 
amounts of idle agricultural land 
and favorable weather.

Pheasants gained their first 
major hold on South Dakota in 
the 1930s as the nation’s worst 
drought eased, but much crop 
land was idle. Record pheasant 
numbers were recorded in the mid 
1940s when land was idled while 
farmers were serving in World 
War II. Pheasants again flourished 
in the early 1960s when Congress 
enacted the Soil Bank Program to 
take farmland out of production.

They were great years for pheas-
ant numbers, but each of those 
periods was followed by a sharp 


