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Waterfowl Hunters 
Reminded of 

Restrictions on SRAs
Waterfowl hunters on state rec-

reation areas (SRA) are reminded 
they may not shoot teal or Canada 
goose until Sept. 8, three days after 
the opening of those seasons, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission. 

The early teal and early Canada 
goose seasons begin Sept. 5, but 
SRA regulations prohibit hunt-
ing until the Tuesday following 
Labor Day. That Tuesday is Sept. 
8. In the past, the early teal and 
early Canada goose seasons have 
opened after Labor Day. For a list 
of SRAs and wildlife management 
areas that may be affected, visit 
OutdoorNebraska.org. 

Regulations state the portions 
of some SRAs and state parks are 
open to hunting from the first 
Tuesday following Labor Day 
through the end of the spring 
turkey hunting season, unless 
restricted. A park entry permit 
is required for vehicles entering 
the SRAs and parks. Hunting is 
prohibited within 100 yards of 
any public use facility or activ-
ity area, including picnic areas, 
campgrounds, private cabins, 
concession areas, boat ramps, and 
parking lots. 

The early teal season is Sept. 
5-13 in the High Plains Unit and 
Sept. 5-20 in the Low Plains. The 
early Canada goose season is Sept. 
5-13. 

Waterfowl hunting is available 
on private and other public lands 
across the state. Permission is re-
quired to hunt on private land. 

Waterfowl permits may be pur-
chased at OutdoorNebraska.org. 
Contact park superintendents for 
more information on hunting on 
SRAs. 

Commission Has Tips 
for Safe Dove Hunt

Nebraskans are reminded to 
think safety first when hunting 
doves this fall. 

Hunter Education Coordinator 
Mike Streeter of the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission has 
suggestions for a safe and success-
ful hunt: 

— Wear hunter orange to and 
from your favorite stand and 
hang some hunter orange around 
the site to let others know your 
location. 

— Each year someone is injured 
when a hunter fires at a low-flying 
dove and strikes another hunter 
hiding on the other side of the 
field. Know your target and what 
is beyond it. 

— Watch the muzzle and never 
point it at anyone. 

— Keep your finger off the trig-
ger and out of the trigger guard 
until you are ready to shoot. 

— Stay calm and take your time 
to set up shots. You never will hit 
a dove if you rush the shot. Use an 
open choke and let the doves get 
as close as possible to make good, 
planned shots. The best shot size 
for this is 71/2 or smaller. 

— Bring water to drink and 
avoid dehydration. 

— Use a folding stool to sit on to 
reduce exposure to insects, such as 
spiders, chiggers and ticks. Use an 
insect repellent with DEET. This 
will make you more comfortable 
and increase your ability to sit still 
for long periods of time. Doves key 
off movement, so keep movement, 
such as fending off insects, to a 
minimum. 

Dove season opens Sept. 1. Hunt-
ing permits may be purchased at 
OutdoorNebraska.org. 

Dove hunters, except Nebraska 
residents under age 16, require a 
free Harvest Information Program 

number. Visit nehip.com or call 
toll-free (877) 634-8687 to obtain 
one. A Nebraska waterfowl stamp 
is not required. Shotguns must be 
restricted to hold no more than 
three shells. 

SouTH DAkoTA
Youth Pheasant Season 

open on oct. 3
The opening day of youth pheas-

ant season is a time when parents 
and adult mentors can share their 
love of hunting and the outdoors 
with the next generation of South 
Dakota hunters. While it’s an 
exciting time for the child, it is 
important for the adult mentors to 
remember some basic rules when 
working with youth.

“Adult mentors need to remem-
ber that kids aren’t as mature men-
tally and physically as adults,” 
said Curt Robertson, hunter safety 
program specialist for the S.D. 
Game, Fish & Parks Department. 
“Plan a youth hunt with safety 
as a primary concern. Take into 
account the limitations of young 
hunters and fit this into your hunt-
ing plan.”

To this end, Robertson offers a 
list of 10 considerations that adult 
mentors should keep in mind dur-
ing youth pheasant season.

    * Safety first. Treat every 
firearm as if it’s loaded, practice 
muzzle control.

    * Have fun and be positive. 
Success is in the hunt, not the 
kill.

    * Give all your attention to the 
youth. The hunt is about the child, 
not the adult.

    * Remember, they are kids. 
Take into account physical stamina 
and mental maturity.

    * Patience. Kids make mistakes 
so address all safety concerns.

    * Listen and talk. There are no 
dumb questions.


