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Those ages 12 through 29 must 

pass: 
— Firearm Hunter Education 

before hunting with a firearm or 
crossbow. 

— Bowhunter Education before 
hunting deer, antelope, elk, or 
bighorn sheep with a bow and 
arrow. 

In both cases, hunters must carry 
with them while hunting proof 
they have completed a course. 

Alternatives to the above courses 
are the independent study option 
and the Apprentice Hunter Educa-
tion Exemption Certificate. Both 
are for ages 12 through 29. 

The independent study option 
allows participants to study the 
course online, where instructions 
must be followed, at their own 
convenience. It requires the suc-
cessful completion of a field day 
and exam. 

The Apprentice Hunter Educa-
tion Exemption Certificate is de-
signed to give first-time hunters 
an opportunity to try hunting be-
fore deciding to complete hunter 
education. A hunter using this 
certificate must be accompanied 
at all times while hunting. Contact 
the nearest Commission office for 
more information. 

Hunter education classes are 
forming statewide. Go to Out-
doorNebraska.org for more infor-
mation or call the Hunter Educa-
tion Office at (402) 471-5662. 

Teal Hunters to Find 
Good Conditions in West

Teal hunters should find good 
conditions, with water in the small 
playa wetlands of western and 
southwestern Nebraska, according 
to the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission. 

The early teal hunting season is 
Sept. 5-13 in the High Plains Unit 
and Sept. 5-20 in the Low Plains 
Unit. 

The Rainwater Basin area in 
south-central Nebraska still is 
mostly dry. Abundant rainfall in 
late August filled up some basins 
in southern York, northern Clay 
and northern Fillmore counties, 
as well as near the York/Seward 
county line. 

Only a few basins in the western 
Rainwater Basin contain water. 
Remaining portions of the Basin 
are very dry, with little or no water 
in wetlands. 

Some teal have been observed, 
but reports on teal numbers have 
been inconsistent with the number 
of birds being observed. Some 
areas with abundant water are 
holding ducks, but others are not. 
Excellent water conditions in the 
Dakotas may be holding teal lon-
ger than anticipated. 

The Commission is not planning 
any wetland pumping for the teal 
season. 

The daily bag limit for teal is four 
in aggregate (blue-winged, green-
winged and cinnamon teal), while 
the possession limit is eight. 

Permits may be purchased at 
Commission offices or OutdoorNe-
braska.org. Teal hunters also will 
need a Harvest Information Pro-
gram number from nehip.com. 
Dove Hunters Asked to 

Report Leg Bands
Dove hunters should look for leg 

bands on the birds they shoot this 
fall and report those they find to 
the Bird Banding Lab, according to 
Jeff Lusk, upland game program 
manager for the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission. 

The Commission is participat-
ing in a multistate dove banding 
study to help define relationships 
between dove harvest and popu-
lation trends. Hunters can play a 
role in dove management by call-
ing toll-free (800) 327-2263 or by 

going to reportband.gov to report 
any band they recover. 

Dove hunters will be asked to 
provide the number of the band 
and when and where it was recov-
ered. They will receive a certificate 
of appreciation, including infor-
mation about when and where the 
bird was banded. Hunters may 
keep the band as a souvenir. 

The dove season is Sept. 1-Oct. 
30, with a daily bag limit of 15 and 
a possession limit of 30 doves. Eur-
asian collared doves and white-
winged doves are included in 
this aggregate bag, along with 
mourning doves. Hunting permits 
may be purchased at Commission 
offices or OutdoorNebraska.org. 
A HIP number is required for all 
dove hunters, except Nebraska 
residents age 15 and younger. 

Grouse Season Begins 
Sept. 12

Grouse hunting season opens 
in Nebraska on Sept. 12, with a 
special permit required for hunt-
ing east of U.S. Highway 81. The 
bag and possession limits are three 
birds with the special permit. 

Four hundred of the free special 
permits have been made avail-
able. The permits are limited to 
one per hunter and available on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
To request one, call the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission at 
(402) 471-5597, visit the Lincoln 
headquarters, or send a postcard 
to: Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, Attn: Grouse Per-
mits, P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, 
NE 68503. The postcard should 
include name, address and 2009 
hunting or lifetime hunting permit 
number. Residents ages 12 to 15 
must submit Hunter Education 
certification number. Those not 
required to purchase a hunting 
permit must provide documenta-
tion of such exemption. 


