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one up at a local vendor, or print 
individual maps off the website. 

Dove Season Opens 
Sept. 1, Hunters 

Reminded of HIP
North Dakota’s dove season 

opens statewide Sept. 1, and hunt-
ers are reminded to register with 
the Harvest Information Program 
prior to hunting.

The daily limit is 15 and posses-
sion limit is 30. Shooting hours 
are 30 minutes before sunrise to 
sunset. The season is open through 
Oct. 30.

All dove hunters must possess 
a fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate and a general game and 
habitat license, regardless of age. 
In addition, hunters ages 16 and 
older need a small game license.

Hunters who purchase a hunting 
license through the state Game 
and Fish Department’s electronic 
licensing system (gf.nd.gov) or in-
stant licensing telephone number 
at (800) 406-6409 can easily get HIP 
certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or call 
(888) 634-4798 and record the HIP 
number on their fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate.

Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year. However, 
hunters must HIP register in each 
state for which they are licensed 
before hunting migratory game 
birds. 

HIP Certification 
Required for Migratory 

Bird Hunters
Migratory game bird hunters 

are reminded to register with the 
Harvest Information Program 

prior to hunting in North Dakota 
this fall.

HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunting 
ducks, geese, swans, mergansers, 
coots, cranes, snipe, doves or 
woodcock.

Hunter compliance is essential 
in order to obtain reliable national 
and regional estimates of annual 
harvest of all migratory game bird 
species. These estimates provide 
information biologists need to 
make sound decisions concerning 
hunting seasons, bag limits and 
population management.

Hunters who purchase a license 
through the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s electronic 
licensing system (gf.nd.gov) or in-
stant licensing telephone number 
at (800) 406-6409 can easily get HIP 
certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or call 
(888) 634-4798 and record the HIP 
number on their fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate.

Those who registered to hunt the 
spring light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year. However, 
hunters must HIP register in each 
state for which they are licensed 
before hunting migratory game 
birds.

2009 Small Game and 
Furbearer Regulations 

Set
North Dakota’s 2009 small game 

and furbearer regulations have 
been set and season structures and 
bag limits are similar to last year.

The mountain lion season opens 
Sept. 4 and continues through 
March 31, 2010. The season will 
remain the same as last year, with 
a quota of eight lions in Zone 1.

Only North Dakota residents are 
permitted to hunt waterfowl from 
Sept. 26 - Oct. 2. Nonresidents will 
be allowed to hunt waterfowl in 
North Dakota beginning Oct. 3. 
Other waterfowl season details 
will be finalized in mid-August 
in the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed to 
hunt on Game and Fish Depart-
ment wildlife management areas 
or conservation PLOTS (Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen) areas 
from Oct. 10-16.

Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2009-10 Small Game 
and Furbearer guides (available 
mid-August) for more details on 
small game and furbearer seasons. 
Waterfowl regulations will be 
available in late August.

Early Canada Goose 
Season Opens Aug. 15

An early hunting season intend-
ed to reduce local Canada goose 
numbers in North Dakota opens 
statewide Aug. 15.

Last year was the first time 
the early season opened in mid-
August. Before, opening day 
was Sept. 1. The earlier opener is 
permitted under the framework 
provided by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, which allows 
states to open what is considered 
a “management take” season on 
Canada geese as early as Aug. 1.

Despite liberalized Canada goose 
seasons the past several years, the 
statewide population remains 
high, with numbers well above 
population goals. The growing 
population has resulted in in-
creased reports from landowners 
concerning depredation on crops 
and nuisance problems.

During the past decade, hunters 
have been able to take advantage 


