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will feature a mentored hunt, fol-
lowed by cleaning game.

Women interested in partici-
pating in the workshop must 
have a firearms safety certificate, 
2009 hunting license and duck 
stamp. Waders or rubber boots 
are recommended. Shotguns and 
ammunition will be provided if 
necessary.

The workshop is open to the 
first 20 woman ages 18 or older 
to register. The cost is $20, and 
preregistration with payment is 
required.

For more information contact 
Nancy Boldt, North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department, at (701) 328-
6312; or email ndgf@nd.gov.

Registration forms are available 
on the Becoming and Outdoors-
Woman web page.

Grouse and Partridge 
Seasons Open Sept. 12
When sharp-tailed grouse and 

Hungarian partridge seasons open 
Sept. 12, hunters should expect to 
see fewer birds in the field when 
compared to the last several years, 
according to Aaron Robinson, up-
land game biologist for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment in Dickinson.

Both bird species were negative-
ly influenced by the severe winter 
and the wet spring, and Robinson 
said the four inches of snow that 
fell in southwestern North Dakota 
on June 6 didn’t help. “Numbers 
look poor compared to the last five 
years,” Robinson said. “Hunters 
should bring their walking shoes 
because they are going to have to 
cover a lot of ground to find pock-
ets of birds.”

Preliminary results from July and 
August roadside counts indicate 
sharp-tailed grouse are down 
from last year nearly 50 percent 
statewide. The number of broods 
observed is down 48 percent and 

the average brood size is about the 
same as in 2008.

Hunters can expect much of the 
same for Hungarian partridge, 
with the statewide population 
down about 65 percent from 2008. 
The number of broods observed 
is down 60 percent, and average 
brood size is down about 7 per-
cent. “We’re not seeing nearly the 
number of adults we have seen, 
and the number of broods is way 
down,” Robinson said.

Ruffed grouse populations tend 
to run in 8-10 year cycles. Stan 
Kohn, Game and Fish Department 
upland game management su-
pervisor in Bismarck, said ruffed 
grouse spring counts have been 
low the last couple of years, but 
2009 saw some major increases in 
the number of birds heard drum-
ming. “This spring, drumming 
counts in the Turtle Mountains 
were up more than 100 percent 
from 2008, while counts in the 
Pembina Hills were up 50 percent,” 
Kohn said. “This might indicate an 
upward swing in the population 
cycle.” The Turtle Mountains in 
Bottineau and Rolette counties 
and the Pembina Hills area of 
Cavalier and Pembina counties 
should provide hunters with the 
best opportunities this fall.

The sage grouse season will re-
main closed in 2009 due to a low 
population.

Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. Sharp-
tails, ruffed grouse and Huns each 
have a daily limit of three and a 
possession limit of 12.

Hunters, regardless of age, must 
have a fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate and general game 
and habitat license. In addition, 
hunters ages 16 and older need a 
small game license.

For further season information 
and regulations, hunters should 
consult the North Dakota 2009-10 
Small Game Hunting Guide. 
PLOTS Guides Available 

at Vendors Early 
September

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s Private Land 
Open To Sportsmen Guides can 
be found at most license vendors 
throughout the state in early Sep-
tember.

The PLOTS Guide will be similar 
to 2008 and feature about 1 million 
PLOTS acres. However, because 
the guide is printed in August and 
distributed in early September, 
there will be some PLOTS tracts 
highlighted in the guide that have 
been removed from the program 
since the time of printing. There 
will also be some PLOTS tracts 
that will remain in the program, 
but the habitat and condition of 
the tracts will have changed sig-
nificantly.

To minimize possible confusion, 
the Game and Fish Department 
will update PLOTS map sheets 
weekly on its website at gf.nd.
gov.

Hunters can also view the guide, 
and find a list of vendors where 
guides are available, on the web-
site.

The PLOTS Guide features maps 
highlighting these walk-in areas, 
identified in the field by inverted 
triangular yellow signs, as well as 
other public lands.

The guides are free, and avail-
able at county auditor offices 
and license vendors in the state; 
by walk-in at the Game and Fish 
Department’s Bismarck office; and 
at district offices in Riverdale, Har-
vey (Lonetree), Williston, Dickin-
son, Jamestown and Devils Lake.

The guides are not available to 
mail, so hunters will have to pick 


