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A bird hunter who leaves game 
birds somewhere for a period of 
time, or who turns them over to 
someone else to transport, must 
tag the birds with the following 
information: 

* hunter’s ALS number 
* hunter’s signature 
* hunter’s address 
* total number of birds by spe-

cies 
* dates birds were killed 
* Youth Waterfowl and 

Pheasant Weekend Sept. 
26-27 Statewide 

 Montana’s young hunters will 
have a special treat Sept. 26-27, the 
weekend of the youth waterfowl 
and pheasant special seasons. 
Legally licensed hunters age 12 
through 15 will be able to hunt 
ducks, mergansers, geese, coots 
and ring-necked pheasants state-
wide on these two days.

 A nonhunting adult at least 18 
years of age must accompany the 
youth hunters in the field dur-
ing these special seasons. The 
bag limit, shooting hours, hunter 
safety requirements and all other 
regulations of the regular pheas-
ant and waterfowl seasons apply. 
The Canyon Ferry WMA is an 
exception to the youth waterfowl 
season in that shooting hours will 
be one-half hour before sunrise to 
noon Sept. 27 and 28. 

 North Dakota
Pheasant Numbers 

Lowest Since Early 2000s
North Dakota’s roadside pheas-

ant survey conducted in late July 
and August revealed the lowest 
bird count in more than five years, 
and similar to 2002 when 500,000 
roosters were harvested.

Winter mortality due to unusu-
ally harsh weather and lower pro-
duction this summer because of a 
cool, wet spring kept the number 

of young birds down and made 
for lower recruitment of young 
into the fall population, according 
to Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor for the state 
Game and Fish Department.

Total pheasants were down 50 
percent statewide from last year, 
brood observations were down 46 
percent, and average brood size 
was down 13 percent. The final 
summary is the result of 265 runs 
made along 95 brood routes across 
North Dakota.

Kohn said this summer’s brood 
data indicates that the high pheas-
ant numbers of 2004-2008 won’t 
be seen this fall. “Hunters will 
observe fair pheasant numbers 
in areas with better habitat but 
will notice fewer birds overall,” 
Kohn said. “This season is going 
to require more walking and extra 
effort to fill a bag.”

Total pheasants counted in the 
four districts of the state were 
down between 43-60 percent. 
Brood observations - the lowest 
since 2000 - closely resemble the 
number of pheasants seen per 100 
miles. While the average brood 
size is down in all four districts, 
several are comparable to 2008.

“Our poor production the last 
two years may have been the re-
sult of hatching of partial clutches, 
but certainly indicates a good 
amount of renesting attempts by 
hens,” Kohn said. “Renests have 
fewer eggs, and this makes for 
fewer chicks in the brood.”

Statistics from southeastern 
North Dakota indicate 6.7 broods 
and 56 birds per 100 miles were 
observed. The average brood size 
was 4.96. “The southeast took a 
pretty good hit in pheasant mortal-
ity last winter, as both broods and 
number of pheasants observed 
this summer were down 60 per-
cent from last year,” Kohn said. 
“Combine this with late-maturing 

row crops that most likely will be 
standing in October, and hunters 
will have their work cut out for 
any early season success.”

Results from the northwest in-
dicate 6.4 broods and 48 birds per 
100 miles. Average brood size was 
5.3. “Pheasant numbers in this dis-
trict are the lowest since 2000, but 
there will be some local areas with 
good opportunities,” Kohn said.

Observers surveying in the 
southwest counted 15 broods and 
113 birds per 100 miles. The aver-
age brood size was 5.05. “Though 
brood and pheasant numbers are 
down about 40 percent from last 
year, this area will likely have the 
best pheasant numbers in the state, 
albeit well below what hunters 
have seen the last several years,” 
Kohn said.

The 2009 regular pheasant sea-
son opens Oct. 10 and continues 
through Jan. 3, 2010. The two-day 
youth pheasant hunting weekend, 
when legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger can hunt statewide, is set 
for Oct. 3-4.
Youth Waterfowl is Sept. 

19-20
North Dakota’s two-day youth 

waterfowl season is Sept. 19-20. 
Legally licensed resident and non-
resident youth waterfowl hunters 
age 15 and younger may hunt 
ducks, geese, coots and mergan-
sers statewide.

The daily bag limit and species 
restrictions for the youth season 
are the same as for regular duck 
and goose seasons.

Resident and qualifying non-
resident youth waterfowl hunt-
ers must possess a general game 
and habitat license and a fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate. 
(Nonresidents from states that 
do not provide a reciprocal li-
censing agreement for North 


