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precious gift not everyone gets to 
enjoy,” she said.

The workshop in Great Falls will 
be Sept. 11-12 at the Great Falls 
Trap Club beginning Sept. 11 at 
6:30 p.m. and on Sept. 12 at 7:30 
a.m. The $99 workshop fee in-
cludes lunch and simulated hunt-
ing experiences in the field. 

The workshop in Glasgow will 
be Sept. 12 at the Glasgow Trap 
Club from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. The $25 
fee includes reference materials 
and lunch.

To register for these workshops, 
go to the Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks Web site at fwp.mt.gov 
on the Education page and click 
Becoming An Outdoors Woman. 
For more information, call Liz 
Lodman at 406-444-2615.
Permission Is Required 

For All Hunting On 
Private Land

Don’t wait until it is too late. 
Hunters who haven’t already 
asked permission from private 
landowners to hunt need to do so 
as soon as possible. 

Montana’s 2009 archery seasons 
begin Sept. 5. Fall black bear hunt-
ing and the moose, sheep and goat 
seasons begin Sept. 15. Upland 
game bird hunting for most spe-
cies begins Sept. 1.

Montana law requires hunters to 
obtain permission for all hunting 
on private land. Whether pursu-
ing upland game birds, coyotes, 
gopher or any other wildlife, hunt-
ers must have permission from 
the landowner before hunting on 
private property. 

Landowners may grant permis-
sion in a face-to-face contact or 
over the phone, in writing or by 
posting signs that explain the type 
of hunting allowed and under 
what conditions. 

2009 Upland Game Bird 
Hunting Seasons To 

Open Sept. 1
Opening day for most upland 

game bird hunting seasons occur 
on the same day every year-Sept. 
1. The 2009 pheasant season opens 
Oct. 10. Here are the statewide 
hunting season openers. 

Partridge 
September 1 
Pheasant 
October 10 
Sage Grouse
Mountain Grouse 
September 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse 
September 1 
Pheasant/Waterfowl-Youth 
Sept. 26-27 
 Upland bird seasons run through 

Jan.1, 2010-with the exception of 
sage grouse season, which closes 
Nov. 1, and mountain grouse sea-
son, which closes Dec. 15. 

 Daily Bag Limits 
* Two sage grouse, four sharp-

tailed grouse, and three mountain 
grouse in aggregate and eight 
partridge in aggregate. 

* Three cock pheasants daily. 
 Possession Limits 
* Two times the daily bag limit 

for sage grouse and four times the 
daily bag limit for sharp-tailed, 
mountain grouse and partridge. 

* Three times the daily bag limit 
for pheasants. 

 The annual bag limit for turkey 
is two wild turkeys, either sex. The 
total combined limit of the spring 
and fall seasons cannot exceed two 
turkeys per hunter. Fall turkey 
hunting is open to all hunters with 
a valid fall turkey license in the 
general hunting areas described in 
the upland game bird regulations. 
Special turkey hunting permits, 

with applications made in July, are 
valid only in areas specified in the 
regulations and must be used with 
a valid fall turkey license. 

 For details, see the upland game 
bird hunting regulations which 
are available on the FWP web site 
at fwp.mt.gov , at FWP regional 
offices and from FWP license 
providers. 

 Hunters planning to hunt up-
land game birds on Indian Res-
ervations should check Indian 
Reservation regulations for season 
dates, bag limits, licensing re-
quirements, shooting hours, legal 
species and shot gun shell require-
ments, which may differ from state 
regulations. 

Upland Game Bird 
Hunting Outlook 

Upland game bird hunting in 
Montana is expected to be variable 
across the state. Most game bird 
hunting begins Sept. 1. Pheasant 
season opens Oct. 10. 

“This fall’s upland game bird 
hunters will see variations in bird 
populations that correspond to the 
variations in weather experienced 
in Montana this spring,” said Rick 
Northrup, Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks game bird coordinator. 

Weather is critical to the abun-
dance and survival of all game 
birds. In general, spring and sum-
mer moisture enhances game bird 
productivity unless it is accom-
panied with 52 F degree or colder 
temperatures during the spring 
hatch and early brood periods. 

Western Montana 
Northrup said western Montana 

had an average amount of mois-
ture in June and no significant 
weather events to impact grouse 
chicks. The ruffed and dusky or 
blue grouse harvests were about 


