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counties east of US Highway 287 
from Augusta to Choteau and US 
Highway 89 from Choteau to the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation. 

Hunters must choose either the 
Pacific or Central Flyway when 
they apply. Applications, which 
must be received by Sept. 3, are 
available at all FWP offices and 
online at fwp.mt.gov . You may 
apply directly online, or print out 
a form to mail in. 

 Completed application forms 
and a $5 drawing fee and optional 
bonus point fee must be sent to the 
address listed on the application. 
FWP Testing Waterfowl 

at MSU Duck Pond
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 

in collaboration with USDA Wild-
life Services and several other state 
and federal agencies, is sampling 
waterfowl across Montana as part 
of a national effort for the early 
detection of avian influenza. Sam-
pling of ducks at MSU-Bozeman’s 
Duck Pond will begin in late Au-
gust and continue intermittently 
through November. 

“The Avian Influenza team will 
collect ducks in traps set on land, 
sample, and release them un-
harmed,” said Rose Jaffe, FWP’s 
avian influenza coordinator in 
Bozeman. 

Jaffe said visitors to the popular 
waterfowl pond can continue to 
enjoy watching the birds, but she 
asks that visitors refrain from feed-
ing waterfowl while the samples 
are being collected. 

Although more than 140 differ-
ent avian influenza viruses are 
commonly found in wild bird 
populations, the highly patho-
genic H5N1 Asian strain has not 
been detected in any wild bird in 
North America. In addition, the vi-
rus does not move easily between 
birds and other species, and there 
was only one suspected case of 

human infection from wild birds 
worldwide during 2007. 

“FWP and APHIS Wildlife Ser-
vices are collecting 1,400 samples 
statewide this fall from areas 
where waterfowl concentrate, 
including urban duck flocks and 
duck banding operations on na-
tional wildlife refuges. We will 
also sample again this year at 
hunter check stations,” Jaffe said. 
“Montana’s participation in the 
early detection surveillance con-
tributes to the nationwide moni-
toring of avian influenza in wild 
bird populations.” 

For more information about the 
project, visit the FWP website 
www.fwp.mt.gov or call FWP at 
406-994-6967. 

2009 Hunting 
Season Outlook for 

Southeastern Montana
2009 PHEASANT 

SEASON OUTLOOK 
FWP Region 7-Southeastern 

Montana 
Pheasants have moved into 

marginal habitat suggesting above 
average populations in several 
locations across the region. Dense 
spring vegetative cover has made 
it difficult to see spring broods 
of pheasant (young of the year). 
The wet and cool spring may 
have impacted nesting and brood 
rearing success in some locations 
but biologists have yet to confirm 
this. According to Howard Burt, 
Wildlife Biologist, “I run 3 crow 
count routes each spring, 2 in 
Dawson and 1 in Richland county. 
Two are in the river bottoms and 
those counts showed a slight in-
crease over the 2008 count. The 
other route is north of Glendive 
and the spring 2009 count was 
down from 2008. That may be 
due to the quality of CRP stands 

diminishing over time. Pheasants 
usually hatch in mid to late June 
so they may have missed some 
of the wet weather assisting with 
chick survival. Vegetaitive cover 
is excellent and the grasshopper 
population is abundant providing 
food for the birds.” Scott Hemmer, 
Wildlife Biologist said, “Pheasants 
have done pretty well in Carter 
and Powder River counties and 
my crow counts showed numbers 
are up from last year. Landowners 
have said they have seen good 
broods of young this summer.” 
“In Garfield county the pheasant 
numbers are down due to the re-
duced quality of the CRP stands,” 
said Bernie Hidlebrand, Wildlife 
Biologist. 

 2009 SHARP-TAIL 
GROUSE 

Sharp-tailed grouse dancing 
ground counts were similar or 
slightly improved from last year 
in southeastern Montana. Accord-
ing to Howard Burt, FWP Wildlife 
Biologist, “Populations in Dawson 
County should be about the same 
as the fall of 2008. This spring 
was cool and wet during the first 
two weeks of June and that may 
have impacted chick survival”. 
Typically sharp-tails hatch the 
first two weeks of June. A band 
of rainy weather, extending from 
Big Timber to Glendive and south 
to Wyoming, was accompanied 
with near-freezing temperatures 
for a few days in early June. As 
a result, hunters are likely to see 
fewer young sharp-tailed grouse 
in some areas but there will be 
good ground cover over most of 
the region. Scott Hemmer, FWP 
Wildlife Biologist said, “My spring 
lek counts were up over the spring 
of 2008. Cool wet spring weather 
may have impacted chick survival. 
The landowners I have talked to 
seem to think the population is 
similar to the fall of 2008 for Carter 


