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Woodcock hunting season will 
occur from December 18 - Janu-
ary 31, with a daily bag limit of 3 
woodcock and a possession limit 
of 6 birds.

 Breeding Duck 
Populations are Up

Jackson- Breeding waterfowl 
populations have increased or 
remained similar to last year for 
the ten duck species surveyed; and 
overall, duck populations rose 13 
percent from last year to 42 million 
birds. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Canadian Wildlife 
Service conduct annual waterfowl 
population surveys on the breed-
ing grounds to monitor waterfowl 
populations and help set hunting 
season frameworks.

The 2009 May pond count was 
6.4 million ponds, an increase of 45 
percent over the 2008 count of 4.4 
million ponds. “The good news is 
that May pond counts have greatly 
increased from last year. The bad 
news is that a report from North 
Dakota suggests nesting cover 
has greatly declined since last 
year because of expiring CRP con-
tracts” said Ed Penny, Migratory 
Game Bird Program Coordinator 
for the Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP). 

Mallard numbers increased 10% 
from last year to 8.5 million birds. 
Pintail populations increased 
to 3.2 million birds, which is 
23% above the 2008 estimate. 
Canvasback estimates were 35% 
above last year’s at 0.7 million 
birds. Northern Shoveler breed-
ing populations were estimated 
at 4.4 million ducks, which is 25% 
above the 2008 estimates. Gadwall, 
green-winged teal, blue-winged 
teal, American wigeon, scaup, and 
redhead populations were similar 
to last year’s estimates. 

Overall, this year’s population 
estimates and breeding habitat 
conditions are promising. How-
ever, many factors contribute to 
a good hunting season for Mis-
sissippi’s duck hunters. Fall and 
winter weather conditions play 
a large role in the migration of 
ducks. When ducks get here, they 
also need good habitat conditions 
to keep them around. 

“If we don’t get cold tempera-
tures in the northern U.S., Mis-
sissippi hunters may not see the 
benefits of increased populations” 
said Houston Havens, MDWFP 
Migratory Game Bird Biologist. 

“Our Wildlife Management Area 
staff help make sure that ducks 
see good habitat when they arrive 
from the north” said Ed Penny. 
“These intensively managed is-
lands of habitat give migrating 
ducks a place to rest and feed 
before landscape level habitat 
conditions improve from natural 
flooding.” 

Montana
Region 4 Upland Game 

Bird Forecast
Cold, wet and snowy weather 

this spring means upland bird 
hunters in north central Montana 
should expect below average bird 
numbers this fall, say state wildlife 
officials.

That forecast applies to the 
prairie bird species: pheasants, 
sharp-tailed grouse and Hungar-
ian partridge.

“The spring was not good for 
adult birds,” says Cory Loecker, 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks wildlife 
biologist in Great Falls. “The hatch 
should have been good but many 
adult birds didn’t make it.”

For pheasants, the hatching 
period generally peaks around 
June 10. But, first, the heavy snow 
storm the beginning of May, then 

more cold and wet weather the 
first weekend of June meant fewer 
nests and fewer young birds com-
ing off those nests than in previous 
years.

Gary Olson, FWP wildlife biolo-
gist in Conrad, conducts a series of 
pheasant crowing counts in early 
and mid-May. He drives back-
country roads, stopping periodi-
cally to listen for male pheasants 
crowing.

“We were down across the board 
28 to 38 percent from 2008,” Olson 
says, “And 2008 was down from 
2007. There’s a chance around the 
Conrad area we’re down 50 per-
cent for our pheasant population. 
The pheasant picture is not rosy.”

It’s a similar story out east around 
Lewistown.

“Our winter survival was below 
average,” says Tom Stivers, FWP 
wildlife biologist in Lewistown. 
“But the spring production looks 
better.”

As for sharptails and Huns it’s 
much the same in FWP’s Region 
4: below average.

“I’ve not seen a brood of Huns,” 
says Olson of Conrad. “I’ve not 
even heard of anyone seeing 
Huns.”

Swan hunting permit 
application deadline is 

Sept. 3
BILLINGS - Applications for 

tundra swan hunting permits are 
due to Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks by Sept. 3. 

In the Central Flyway portion 
of the state, 500 permits are avail-
able.

In the Pacific Flyway, which 
includes Freezout Lake Wildlife 
Management Area near Fairfield, 
500 permits will be offered for 
swan hunting in Cascade, Cho-
teau, Toole, Liberty, Hill and those 
portions of Teton and Pondera 


