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and 31 percent above the LTA. 
Pond numbers were especially 
encouraging in Montana and the 
Dakotas, which had 108 percent 
more water than last year and 87 
percent more than the LTA.

Graber said the quality of duck 
hunting in Missouri in a given year 
depends as much on summer and 
autumn weather here as it does 
on breeding duck numbers and 
nesting conditions. Adequate but 
not excessive rainfall during the 
summer produces abundant food 
on Missouri wetlands to support 
migrating ducks for longer peri-
ods. Adequate autumn rainfall is 
necessary to flood habitat, making 
food available to ducks.

Too much or too little rain dur-
ing the growing season can limit 
availability of natural foods. A 
dry autumn can limit the extent of 
shallow-water areas where migrat-
ing ducks rest and feed.

Finally, hunters rely on cold 
weather in Canada and the north-
ern United States to push ducks 
southward into Missouri in the 
fall. Unseasonably warm weather 
can cause ducks to remain north of 
Missouri until late in the season, 
reducing hunting opportunity. In 
years when winter arrives early, 
wetland areas freeze up, and ducks 
fly farther south, again curtailing 
Missouri’s hunting season.

In years when ducks find open 
water and abundant food in the 
Show-Me State, they can linger 
for weeks or months, producing 
the kind of hunting season that 
memories are made of.

“It’s sort of a Goldilocks scenar-
io,” said Graber. “Everything has 
to be ‘just right’ for a legendary 
season. Most years are somewhere 
from fair to very good. So far, 
things look extremely promising 
this year. With continued help 
from the weather, this could be a 
season to remember.”

For details of the FWS report, 
visit www.fws.gov/. The Mis-
souri Conservation Commission 
will consider 2009-2010 waterfowl 
hunting seasons at its August 
meeting.

-Jim Low-
Mississippi

Conservation Officers 
Will Be Out In Full Force 

for Dove season
Jackson - One of the most popu-

lar hunting days of the year is 
quickly approaching with opening 
day of dove season, September 
5th. All sworn law enforcement of-
ficers with the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks (MDWFP) will be working 
in concert with local and federal 
officers to insure all hunters are in 
compliance with all state and fed-
eral hunting laws. Violation of any 
migratory game bird law can be 
charged both in state and federal 
courts resulting in large monetary 
fines and the loss of hunting privi-
leges for up to three years.

Hunters need to be sure their 
hunting license is current for the 
2009 hunting season, shotguns are 
not capable of holding more than 
three shells, and be aware of how 
the field was prepared. Hunting 
with the aid of bait is illegal, and 
it is the hunter’s responsibility 
to know if the field is baited or 
not. There are three questions the 
hunter will need to be able to an-
swer regarding how the field was 
prepared before going hunting. 
Those questions are: “Did I know 
the field was baited, did I look to 
see if the field was baited, and did 
I ask how the field was prepared?” 
Steve Adcock, Chief of Law En-
forcement with MDWFP, states 
“Our officers have fields across the 
state under surveillance for baiting 
this year. We have received tips 

from neighboring landowners and 
hunters about baited fields. Hunt-
ers in violation of state or federal 
dove hunting regulations will be 
cited. Our primary objectives are 
to protect the resource and make 
sure everybody has a safe quality 
experience.”

In previous years, the No. 1 cita-
tion has been no hunting license. 
This violation has a direct impact 
on the agency because of the loss 
of federal aid dollars.

Hunters are encouraged to have 
a safe and enjoyable hunt. The 
bag limit for morning doves is 15 
per day with no more than 30 in 
possession. The possession limit 
does not apply on opening day. 
Shooting hours are from 30 min-
utes prior to sunrise to sunset. For 
more information on dove hunting 
regulations, please go to www.
mdwfp.com. 

Mississippi Waterfowl 
Late-season Dates set

Jackson- The Commission on 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks ap-
proved dates for the 2009-2010 
waterfowl hunting seasons on 
August 18, 2009 at their monthly 
meeting. The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service released late-season 
frameworks in early August pro-
viding a “window” of dates from 
which states may select specific 
season dates.

Duck, merganser, and coot sea-
sons will be November 27 - No-
vember 29, 2009; December 4 - De-
cember 6, 2009; and December 9, 
2009 - January 31, 2010. The duck 
daily bag limit will be a total of 6 
ducks, including no more than 4 
mallards (no more than 2 of which 
may be females), 3 wood ducks, 2 
redheads, 2 scaup, 1 canvasback, 
1 mottled duck, 1 black duck, and 
1 pintail. The merganser daily 
bag limit will be a total of 5 mer-
gansers, only 2 of which may be 


