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into one cooler or other container 
could violate this requirement un-
less they use individually identi-
fied bags or other means to keep 
the birds separate.

-Jim Low-
Sept 3. dove hunt in 

Mississippi County to 
accommodate mobility-
impaired dove hunters
Hunters with wheelchairs, 

crutches or prosthetic limbs enjoy 
hunting with help from the Con-
servation Department and the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation. 

EAST PRAIRIE, MO-People who 
want to hunt but hesitate because 
of mobility impairments can put 
aside their reservations and pick 
up their shotguns. The Conserva-
tion Department and the National 
Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 
are sponsoring a special event for 
disabled hunters on Sept. 3 at Ten 
Mile Pond Conservation Area in 
Mississippi County.

NWTF Regional Director Larry 
Neal said the event draws par-
ticipants from all over the state. 
Typically scheduled on the first 
weekend of dove season, the hunt 
provides fast shooting for partici-
pants. Up to 30 hunters can partici-
pate. The area is reserved for their 
exclusive use in the morning-only 
hunt.

Local NWTF members serve as 
guides, helping hunters get to 
and from the field and retrieving 
downed birds. Guides, food and 
drinks are provided at no charge. 
The NWTF also provides steel shot 
shells, since non-toxic shot is re-
quired for hunting with shotguns 
at Ten Mile Pond CA. Participating 
hunters are enrolled as members 
in the NWTF’s Wheelin’ Sports-
men Program.

Mourning doves are speedy, 
sometimes erratic fliers, and this 
makes them challenging targets. 
As a result, hunters can go through 
lots of ammunition and take only a 
few birds. Neal said the hunt offers 
participants an excellent chance 
of taking home doves. “Success 
on fun has been 100 percent in 
the past.”

Participants should plan to ar-
rive at Ten Mile Pond CA head-
quarters before 6:30 a.m. and will 
need small-game and migratory-
bird hunting permits and hunter 
education cards. For reservations, 
call Neal, 573-334-8881, or Tim 
Hendershott, 573-335-9350.

NWTF chapters sponsoring the 
event include the Bayou Strutters, 
the Bootheel Boss Gobblers, the 
Shaky Ground Gobblers and the 
Bollinger County Double Beards.

Everything coming up 
roses for duck hunters...

so far
Duck numbers are up overall, 

and nesting conditions have been 
good to excellent over most of 
North America.

JEFFERSON CITY-Duck hunters 
will find much to rejoice about 
in the 2009 breeding duck report 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS).

The report estimates North 
America’s total breeding duck 
population at 42 million. That is 
up 13 percent from last year and 
25 percent more than the average 
since 1955.

The FWS estimates the mallard 
breeding population at 8.5 mil-
lion. That is 10 percent more than 
last year and 13 percent above 
the long-term average (LTA) for 
the species most sought after by 
hunters.

The survey estimated breeding 
numbers of blue-winged teal at 

7.4 million, 11 percent more than 
last year and up 60 percent from 
the LTA. This has special signifi-
cance for the early teal season in 
September, whose length depends 
on blue-winged teal numbers. This 
year’s season will run for 16 days, 
from Sept. 12 through 27.

Estimates of other ducks’ breed-
ing numbers were:

· Northern pintails, 3.2 million, 
up 23 percent from last year but 
still 20 percent below the LTA.

· Green-winged teal, 3.4 million, 
up 16 percent from last year and 
79 percent above the LTA.

· Gadwalls, 3.1 million, about the 
same as last year and up 73 percent 
from the LTA.

· American wigeon, 2.5 million, 
about the same as last year and 
down 5 percent from the LTA.

· Northern shovelers, 4.4 million, 
up 25 percent from last year and 
92 percent above the LTA.

· Redheads, 1 million, essentially 
the same as last year, but 62 per-
cent above the LTA.

· Scaup, 4.2 million, up 12 percent 
from last year but down 18 percent 
from the LTA.

· Canvasbacks, 662,000, up 35 
percent from last year and 16 per-
cent above the LTA.

Resource Scientist Dave Graber, 
a waterfowl biologist with the 
Missouri Department of Con-
servation, said ducks must find 
favorable nesting conditions in 
Canada and the northern United 
States in order for high breeding 
population numbers to translate 
into a strong fall flight of ducks. 
Particularly important to Mis-
souri hunters is the Prairie Pothole 
Region of southern Alberta, Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba, plus the 
north-central United States. The 
number of ponds in these regions 
was up 45 percent from last year 


