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use a big tree in the middle of a 
field to orient themselves and fly 
the same pattern relative to that 
landmark. In other places, birds 
may habitually fly along the center 
of a shallow valley leading from a 
ridge-top field to a lake.”

He said dead trees can be mag-
nets, too, because doves can perch 
there while they digest their morn-
ing meal and have a clear view 
of approaching predators. Birds 
might not begin flying into those 
areas until mid morning, but if you 
are there waiting, the shooting can 
be pretty good. The same holds 
true for the afternoon, when birds 
begin filtering out of roosts back to 
feeding sites.

For those who choose to hunt 
managed dove fields at conser-
vation areas, Legg recommends 
the following precautions to help 
ensure safe hunts.

Wear hunter orange. “A cap at 
the least will help other hunters 
know you are there.”

Protect your eyes. “That is a very 
soft area and more vulnerable to 
injury than the rest of your body. 
Even if you don’t wear glasses, get 
a pair of shooters’ glasses.”

Keep shots to blue sky. “Don’t 
shoot if you can’t see sky above 
and well below your target. It’s 
best not to shoot at an angle 
lower than 45 degrees from the 
horizon.”

Keep track of other hunters’ 
whereabouts. “Even shooting at a 
safe angle you can rain shot down 
on others if you aren’t careful.”

Don’t shoot cripples. “A wound-
ed bird can be chased down on 
foot. Recovering a downed bird 
isn’t worth the chance of a ricochet 
off the ground.”

Bring a retriever. “They make 
catching cripples much easier, 
and they allow you to stay at your 
shooting station, where other 

hunters are expecting you to be. 
Take plenty of water for your ca-
nine companion, and be alert for 
signs of distress. Dogs can die of 
heat stroke.”

Use common sense. “That sounds 
obvious, but it is easy to forget 
when doves are flying and the 
shooting is fast. Under those kinds 
of conditions, you have to make a 
conscious effort not to let down 
your guard. Unload your gun ev-
ery now and then and take a short 
breather to take a drink of water, 
water your dog and watch other 
hunters. You might miss a shot or 
two, but you are less likely to go 
home with a heart full of regret 
because you lost your cool.”

Missouri’s dove hunting season 
runs from Sept. 1 through Nov. 
9. Mourning, collared and white-
winged doves all are legal. The 
limit is 15 doves of all three species 
in the aggregate daily and 30 in 
possession.

Missouri residents ages 16 
through 64 must buy a Small 
Game Hunting Permit to pursue 
doves. All dove hunters 16 and 
older must have a Missouri Migra-
tory Bird Hunting Permit for dove 
hunting.

Dove hunters are required to use 
nontoxic shot when hunting doves 
or other game on 21 conservation 
areas with sizeable wetlands and 
waterfowl populations. Those 
areas and other details of dove 
hunting regulations are found in 
the 2009 Migratory Bird Hunting 
Digest, available wherever hunt-
ing permits are sold or at mdc.
mo.gov/8927.

-Jim Low- 
Dove hunters asked to 

report banded birds
The birds are part of a national 

effort to ensure good dove man-
agement.

JEFFERSON CITY-Missouri dove 
hunters have a chance to kill two 
birds with one stone, so to speak, 
garnering hunting trophies while 
helping ensure good management 
of mourning dove populations.

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation is among 34 states 
participating in an effort to gather 
practical information about the 
nation’s most popular game bird. 
The agency is placing leg bands 
on approximately 2,500 mourning 
doves annually at 15 conservation 
areas. Hunter reports of taking 
banded doves will add to scien-
tific understanding of how many 
doves there are and how hunting 
affects dove numbers.

“Birds are so mobile, and it is 
impossible to count them direct-
ly,” said Resource Scientist John 
Schulz. “Instead we capture a rela-
tively small sample of the entire 
population and band them. Then 
we compile reports of banded 
birds taken by hunters and ana-
lyze information about where and 
when they were taken. The result-
ing statistics reveal a surprising 
amount of useful information.”

Schulz noted that hunters’ par-
ticipation is critical to good dove 
management. He asks hunters 
who take banded doves to report 
their finds, using information 
printed on the bands.

The Conservation Department 
traps doves using wire cages 
baited with grain and fits the birds 
with leg bands before releasing 
them. Banders average around 
100 doves per site, but as many 
as 600 doves may be banded on 
some areas.

Hunters can report banded birds 
by calling 800-327-2263, or online 
at reportband.gov/. Regardless of 
the reporting method, hunters pro-
vide the band number, and where 
and date the bird was killed.


