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effect at Bob Brown, Columbia 
Bottom, Eagle Bluffs, Grand Pass, 
Marais Temps Clair, Otter Slough 
and Ten-Mile Pond CAs.

The number of reservations 
available at Fountain Grove CA 
will be reduced this year due to 
construction.

There are no reservations at 
Little River CA. Hunting there 
will be available on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays only 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
in designated areas as posted at 
the check-in parking lot. Hunters 
check themselves in and out. 

Swan Lake was removed from 
the reservation system last year. 
Waterfowl hunting there will be 
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. For more information, visit 
http://www.fws.gov/Refuges/
profiles/index.cfm?id=33570, e-
mail swanlake@fws.gov, or call 
660-856-3323.

Waterfowl hunting reservations 
are available only to Missouri 
residents. Nonresidents can hunt 
on state-owned areas by hunting 
with a resident reservation holder 
or by taking part in daily morning 
drawings for unreserved hunting 
spots.

Hunters should check hunting 
conditions before applying for 
reservations. Flooding has re-
duced or eliminated food crops 
that hold waterfowl on some 
wetland areas. Flooding also has 
affected availability of blinds 
and access to hunting pools. For 
the latest report, visit www.mdc.
mo.gov/15520.

Dove season opener 
demands special safety 

consciousness
Dove hunters need to think de-

fensively and take extra care to 
avoid situations where they might 
hurt others.

JEFFERSON CITY-Dove hunting 
is unique among Missouri’s hunt-
ing seasons in several ways, some 
of which make safety awareness 
extra important, according to the 
Missouri Department of Conser-
vation.

Conservation Department sta-
tistics show that an astonishing 
79.9 percent of dove hunters made 
only one foray for doves last year. 
Furthermore, the overwhelming 
majority of dove hunting trips are 
made during the first few days of 
the season.

“That will come as no surprise 
to dove hunters,” said Hunter 
Education Coordinator Tony Legg. 
“The shooting is always good 
for the first few days. After that, 
most of the birds that spent the 
summer in Missouri either are on 
people’s tables, headed south or 
are pretty gun shy. We get some 
excellent hunting later in the 
season as cool weather pushes 
birds south through Missouri, but 
those peaks are harder to predict, 
and most hunters are focused on 
bowhunting or other activities 
by then. Those first few days of 
September are bird hunters’ first 
chance to get out, and they do - in 
large numbers.”

Doves’ tendency to congregate 
around food sources, such as 
harvested crop fields, tends to 
concentrate hunters, too. Excel-
lent examples of this phenomenon 
can be seen at conservation areas 
where the fields of sunflowers, 
wheat, millet and other crops are 
planted especially for doves and 
dove hunters. The shooting is fast 
and the mood often festive at these 
dove fields, but the concentration 
of hunters also creates safety chal-
lenges.

“Wise hunters space themselves 
at safe intervals around dove 
fields, and they position them-
selves to avoid interfering with 

other hunters or shooting in their 
direction.”

Unfortunately, said Legg, not all 
hunters are wise. Consequently, 
every hunter must take respon-
sibility for his own safety. Some-
times that means leaving an area to 
avoid others’ unsafe behavior.

“It doesn’t always come to that,” 
said Legg. “A lot of times you can 
remedy bad situations by pointing 
out safety problems to other hunt-
ers in a friendly way.”

Legg said safety issues often 
can be headed off by friendly 
banter before the shooting starts. 
Introduce yourself to new arrivals, 
agree on hunting zones and ask 
everyone to agree not to shoot at 
birds lower than 45 degrees above 
the horizon. Let other hunters 
know if you have a retriever that 
will be working the field, and of-
fer to help others retrieve crippled 
birds so it isn’t necessary to shoot 
at downed birds.

“I have been in dove fields where 
hunters who never met before 
managed to police their own 
ranks through peer pressure,” said 
Legg. “The key is to call attention 
to safety issues the first time they 
arise, rather than letting it go until 
you get mad or someone gets hurt. 
Most hunters want to be safe, but 
inexperienced hunters might need 
some friendly coaching about 
what is appropriate in a crowded 
dove field.”

Legg noted that good dove hunt-
ing is available on parts of many 
conservation areas that lack man-
aged dove fields and the crowds 
that can gather there. Pre-hunt 
scouting can reveal those areas.

“If you can get out on a con-
servation area before opening 
day, watch for dove travel ways 
between crop fields and water or 
roosting sites,” said Legg. “Ter-
rain features and landmarks can 
be very important. Doves will 


