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and late special goose seasons. The 
late season will be open Dec. 12 
to Dec. 21, except in the Southeast 
Goose Zone, where the season will 
be open Dec. 19 to Dec. 28.

Bag limits for Canada geese 
during the late season will be five 
per day, except in the Southeast 
Goose Zone, where the bag limit 
will be two.

The season for light geese (snow, 
blue and Ross’ geese) and brant 
will be Oct. 3 through Dec. 28, 
with a daily limit of 20 light geese 
and one brant. The season for 
white-fronted geese will be Oct. 3 
through Dec. 27, with a daily limit 
of one white-fronted goose.

$3,740,000 in 
conservation grants 

coming soon
 Hundreds of new conservation 

projects are expected to soon get 
underway throughout Minnesota 
thanks to a new $3,740,000 grant 
program that begins in September, 
the Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) has announced.

The grants from the Outdoor Her-
itage Conservation Partners Grant 
Program were recommended by 
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heri-
tage Council (L-SOHC), reviewed 
by the Legislature, and signed into 
law by Governor Pawlenty. The 
L-SOHC receives 33 percent of 
revenue generated by a state sales 
tax increase approved by voters in 
a constitutional amendment last 
November.

The new grant program was a 
high priority of the L-SOHC, ac-
cording to Leslie Tannahill, DNR 
grant coordinator who will head 
the program.

“It is well known that there are 
many outstanding conservation 
organizations in Minnesota with 
great ideas and projects they 
would like to tackle if only they 
had the funding,” Tannahill said. 

“This program will be exactly 
what they need to get those proj-
ects up and running.”

Half of the grants awarded dur-
ing the first round of the program 
will be for less than $125,000 
and half for more than $125,000. 
The maximum grant amount is 
$400,000. A second round of grants 
will be offered if there are funds re-
maining after this fall’s selections, 
or if the L-SOHC recommends ad-
ditional funding for the program 
in fiscal year 2011.

Grants are available to local, 
regional, state and national orga-
nizations and government entities. 
Projects are eligible in the follow-
ing categories:

* Restore or enhance fish and 
wildlife habitat on lands perma-
nently protected by conservation 
easements or public ownership.

* Protect lands through acquisi-
tion of fee title or conservation 
easements and be open to public 
hunting and fishing during open 
seasons.

Organizations are required to 
fund 10 percent of the project 
from non-state sources and be 
able to complete the work and 
cover all expenses before being 
reimbursed.

Request for proposals will be out 
in late August with first-round ap-
plications due Nov. 3. Successful 
applications will be selected by 
Dec. 15. Program details are avail-
able at www.dnr.state.mn.us/
grants/habitat/lessard-sams.
html. Final details of the program 
are still being worked out so inter-
ested organizations are urged to 
check the Web site regularly.

DNR wildlife seeks 
comments from 

Minnesota waterfowl 
hunters

Hunters have an opportunity to 
comment on upcoming waterfowl 
hunting regulations on the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources’ (DNR) Web site.

“This online survey is not a sub-
stitute for the department’s peri-
odic formal survey of waterfowl 
hunters,” said Dennis Simon, DNR 
wildlife section chief. “Instead, it is 
another way for Minnesota water-
fowl hunters to weigh in on poten-
tial regulations for the upcoming 
and future hunting seasons.”

Due to the timing of duck popu-
lation estimates and the federal 
hunting framework, the DNR 
must make annual decisions 
regarding waterfowl hunting 
seasons in a tight time frame. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service an-
nounces the regulatory framework 
in August and the DNR, in turn, 
must make decisions that take af-
fect in September.

“Hearing from hunters helps us 
shape our decisions,” said Simon. 
“This new online survey tool is 
yet another way to assess what 
waterfowlers are thinking.”

Fishing, hunting law 
changes effective July 1
Hunters and anglers should be 

aware of a number of law changes 
that will take effect July 1 (as op-
posed to the usual Aug. 1 date) as 
a result of legislation passed this 
year.

Changes to fishing regulations 
are listed online. Changes to hunt-
ing regulations will be listed in 
the 2009 Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations booklet, which will be 
available in August.


