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Complete details of the program 
can be found on the Request for 
Proposal document now posted 
on the DNR Web site at www.
dnr.state.mn.us/grants/habitat/
lessard-sams.html. Applications 
must be received no later than 5 
p.m. on Nov. 3.

Blaze orange required 
for most small game 

hunting
 Blaze orange is required for most 

small game hunting, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

Blaze orange is the most easily 
seen and recognized color against 
a natural background, according 
to Capt. Mike Hammer, DNR 
Enforcement Division Education 
Program coordinator.

“From the standpoint of hunter 
safety, the wearing of this high-
visibility clothing while small 
game hunting in heavy cover, 
such as for grouse and pheasant, 
is a great communications tool,” 
Hammer said.

“Blaze orange clothing is a tre-
mendous aid in helping hunters 
maintain visual contact with 
one another, particularly when 
moving through dense cover or 
woods,” Hammer said. “Any 
hunter who has ever identified 
someone strictly by seeing an 
orange patch knows its value in 
keeping track of other hunters in 
the field.”

Minnesota’s small game season 
gets underway Sept. 19.

DNR seeks comments 
on proposed changes 
to rules affecting state 

parks, forests, recreation 
areas, and waysides

If you camp in a state park, hunt 
in a state forest, or bicycle in a state 
recreation area, the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) would like to hear from 
you by Sept. 30. 

The DNR also hopes to hear from 
geocachers, antler collectors, and 
others who visit Minnesota state 
parks, state forests, state recreation 
areas, and state waysides.

The DNR is considering rules 
and rule amendments that address 
new and emerging recreational 
activities and technologies, from 
camping in camper cabins to ski-
jouring to gathering certain edible 
plants for personal consumption.

Among other things, proposed 
rule changes would:

* Provide for organized public 
activities.

* Extend state park and recre-
ation area hours of operation.

* Change camping registration 
and campsite use requirements.

* Permit seasonal lease of camp-
sites.

* Allow physically disabled 
persons to use electric mobility 
devices on park trails.

In addition, proposed changes 
would identify recreational ac-
tivities permitted in certain state 
recreation areas, including target 
shooting on shooting ranges, dog 
field trials, and dog training. Some 
of the proposed changes are tech-
nical and the result of a change in 
state statute. Others are intended 
to make recreation rules more 
consistent. Proposed changes will 
create distinct and separate rules 
for state recreation areas and state 
parks.

The proposals are posted on 
the DNR Web site at mndnr.gov 
(click on “public input,” then 
“rulemaking,” then “request for 
comments”). You are invited to 
suggest additional changes for the 
DNR to consider, as well.

Send comments by e-mail to 
recreationrules@dnr.state.mn.us, 

by mail to Recreation Rules Com-
ments, Department of Natural 
Resources - Division of Parks and 
Trails, 500 Lafayette Rd., Box 39, 
St. Paul, Minn. 55155, or by fax to 
651-296-1157.

The public review and comment 
period is open until 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 30. For more 
information, contact Jade Templin 
at 651-259-5598 (toll-free - 800-657-
3929) or jade.templin@dnr.state.
mn.us.
Dove season offers easy 
introduction to hunting
Minnesota’s dove hunting sea-

son opens Tuesday, Sept. 1, offer-
ing youth and others a low-cost 
and low-equipment opportunity 
to experience hunting.

Unlike other upland bird hunt-
ing, dove hunting is a sedentary 
activity that occurs in a controlled 
situation where a mentor can eas-
ily coach an inexperienced hunter 
in an extra-safe environment.

“The upcoming dove season is 
an ideal time to introduce some-
one else to hunting,” said Bill Pen-
ning, farmland wildlife program 
leader for the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR). 
“It requires very little equipment 
- just a bucket to sit on, a box of 
shells, shotgun and earth-toned 
clothing.”

Hunters 16 and older must have 
a small game license and Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) certi-
fication. The daily bag limit is 15 
doves with 30 in possession. Al-
though mourning doves are a mi-
gratory bird, non-toxic shot is not 
required but is recommended.

The season continues through 
Friday, Oct. 30.


