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38,000-acre loss last year. Another 
63,000 acres of CRP contracts are 
scheduled to expire in Minnesota 
on Sept. 30.

Simon said if Minnesota is to 
avoid a drastic decline in pheas-
ant and other farmland wildlife 
populations, hunters, landown-
ers, wildlife watchers and con-
servationists must make the case 
for farm conservation programs. 
Although CRP was reauthorized 
in the current farm bill, its suc-
cess will depend on the rules for 
implementation. Conservation 
organizations such as Pheasants 
Forever, Ducks Unlimited and 
many others can help hunters and 
wildlife enthusiasts stay informed 
of the latest developments.

The DNR is a major partner in the 
Farm Bill Assistance Partnership 
to expand the habitat base through 
marketing of farm bill conserva-
tion programs in partnership with 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources, Pheasants Forever, and 
county Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts. In addition, the DNR 
is continuing a focused habitat 
effort to develop large grassland 
wetland complexes through a 
“Working Lands Initiative” with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and other partners. New funding 
from the constitutionally dedi-
cated Outdoor Heritage Fund is 
expected to accelerate acquisition 
of Wildlife Management Areas 
and Waterfowl Production Areas 
beginning in 2010.

The August roadside survey, 
which began in the late 1940s, 
was standardized in 1955. DNR 
conservation officers and wildlife 
managers in Minnesota’s farm-
land region conduct the survey 
during the first two weeks in 
August. This year’s survey con-
sisted of 170 routes, each 25 miles 

long, with 152 routes located in 
the ring-necked pheasant range. 
Observers drive each route in early 
morning and record the number 
and species of wildlife they see. 
The data provide an index of 
relative abundance and are used 
to monitor annual changes and 
long-term trends in populations 
of ring-necked pheasants, gray 
partridge, eastern cottontail rab-
bits, white tailed jackrabbits and 
selected other wildlife species.

The gray partridge index was 
similar to last year, but 71 percent 
below the 10-year average. Cot-
tontail rabbit indices also declined 
about 40 percent from 2008, the 
10-year average and the long-term 
average. Jackrabbit indices were 
similar to last year, but 86 percent 
below the long-term average. In 
contrast, the mourning dove index 
was up 26 percent from last year.

The 2009 August Roadside Re-
port and pheasant hunting pros-
pects map can be viewed and 
downloaded from the DNR Web 
site.

Minnesota’s pheasant season is 
Oct. 10 - Jan. 3. The daily bag limit 
is two roosters (three roosters from 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 3), with a possession 
limit of six (nine from Dec. 1 - Jan. 
3). Shooting hours are 9 a.m. to 
sunset.

The 2009 Roadside Survey is 
available online.

New grant program 
could trigger hundreds 
of conservation projects
 With more than $3.7 million in 

funds available, a new grant pro-
gram in Minnesota could trigger 
hundreds of conservation projects 
throughout the state, according to 
Leslie Tannahill, grant program 
manager for the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR).

“This new matching grant pro-
gram has tremendous potential 
to kick-start numerous projects 
that have been languishing due to 
challenging economic conditions,” 
Tannahill said. “We’re convinced 
it is going to be extremely popu-
lar.”

Dubbed the Conservation Part-
ners Legacy (CPL) Grant Program, 
it is funded as a direct result of 
the Clean Water, Land and Leg-
acy Constitutional Amendment 
passed by Minnesota voters dur-
ing the November 2008 election. 
The amendment increased the 
sales tax by three-eighths of one 
percent; 33 percent of the increase 
is to be used to fund fish and wild-
life habitat projects.

Government entities and non-
profit organizations at the local, 
state and federal level are eligible 
to apply. A 10 percent match in 
non-state funds or in-kind services 
is required. The minimum award is 
$5,000 with the maximum capped 
at $400,000. A total of $3,760,000 is 
available.

Tannahill said projects must re-
store, protect or enhance prairies, 
wetlands, forests, or habitat for fish 
or wildlife in Minnesota. The CPL 
grant program was recommended 
to the Legislature by the Lessard-
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council, 
a 12-member body of 10 citizens 
and two legislators charged with 
recommending which project pro-
posals should be funded from the 
estimated $90 million expected to 
be raised the first year.

“We are already hearing from 
groups that are anxious to apply,” 
Tannahill noted. “We know there 
are numerous organizations and 
government entities out there that 
have identified important, on-the-
ground projects that they’ve been 
itching to tackle. Now they have 
the opportunity they’ve been wait-
ing for.”


