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The prairie grouse hunting sea-
son will be held Oct. 10-18 in 
portions of Grand Forks County 
(north unit) and in southeastern 
North Dakota (south unit). A 
total of 100 licenses – 50 in each 
unit – will be awarded to resident 
hunters again this year. Successful 
applicants will be able to take a 
total of two prairie chickens and 
a daily limit of three sharp-tailed 
grouse.

Only hunters with prairie chick-
en permits can hunt sharptails in 
the two zones, and sharptail hunt-
ing is not open outside the prairie 
chicken season.

To apply, hunters need to send a 
postcard with their name, address, 
phone number and choice of hunt-
ing unit (north or south) to Prairie 
Chicken Application, North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department, 
100 N. Bismarck Expressway, 
Bismarck, N.D. 58501.

Only one application per post-
card and one application per 
hunter is permitted. Successful 
applicants will be notified through 
the mail.

Hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for 

Aug. 22
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is Aug. 22 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

MinneSOTa
Pheasant roadside count 

declines for 2009
Minnesota pheasant hunters, 

who in recent years have experi-
enced some of the best hunting 
since the mid-1950s and early 
1960s, are expected to harvest 
fewer birds this autumn.

That according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
(DNR), whose wildlife staff report 
the state’s pheasant index is down 
27 percent from last year and 27 
percent below the 10-year average. 
The index had been above average 
for the past four years.

Dennis Simon, DNR Wildlife 
section chief, said three factors in-
fluenced this year’s bird numbers. 
First, last winter’s weather was 
moderately severe throughout 
much of the pheasant range for the 
first time since 2001. This resulted 
in hen counts 22 percent below the 
10-year average. Second, 72,000 
acres of private land was removed 
from the Conservation Reserve 
Program, thereby reducing nest-
ing opportunities. And third, a 
period of cool and wet weather at 
the normal peak of pheasant hatch 
appeared to reduce early brood 
survival.

“As a result, a decrease in the 
range-wide pheasant index is not 
surprising. South Dakota expe-
rienced a similar decline,” said 
Simon.

Pheasant hunters should find 
birds in about the same abundance 
as 2004, when 420,000 roosters 
were harvested. This compares 
with harvests that have exceeded 
500,000 roosters five of the past 
six years. The half-million bird 
harvests correspond with a string 
of mild winters and high CRP 
enrollment.

“Habitat is what drives popu-
lations and harvest rates,” said 
Simon, noting that in 1958 - the 
height of the Soil Bank conserva-
tion days - the pheasant harvest 
peaked at 1.6 million. During 
1965-86, the years between Soil 
Bank and CRP, harvest averaged 
only 270,000 birds.

Kurt Haroldson, DNR wildlife 
biologist and chief author of this 
year’s pheasant survey report, 
said best opportunities for har-
vesting pheasants will likely be 
in the southwest, where observ-
ers reported 116 birds per 100 
miles of survey driven. Good 
harvest opportunities might also 
be found in the west-central, 
central and south-central regions, 
where observers reported 65, 59, 
and 53 birds per 100 miles driven, 
respectively. This year’s statewide 
pheasant index was 59 birds per 
100 miles driven.

Simon said the most important 
habitat for pheasants is grassland 
that remains undisturbed dur-
ing the nesting season. Protected 
grasslands account for about 6 per-
cent of the state’s pheasant range. 
Farmland retirement programs 
make up the largest portion of 
protected grasslands in the state. 
The effectiveness of farmland con-
servation programs remains under 
threat due to continued high land 
rental rates and competing eco-
nomic opportunities. This year’s 
72,000-acre loss of CRP in Minne-
sota’s pheasant range followed a 


