
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine
© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                                     Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com
bers. The DNR’s Duck Recovery 
Plan identifies the need to restore 2 
million acres of additional habitat 
to achieve the 1 million-bird breed-
ing population level.

“We are committed to hitting the 
1 million-bird target,” Simon said. 
“That means focusing on a long-
term strategy to improve the quan-
tity and quality of wetlands and 
grassland through the combined 
efforts of many partners.”

Simon said new constitutionally 
dedicated funding for habitat con-
servation would help this effort. 
The Legislature recently appropri-
ated about $13 million to various 
conservation organizations for 
habitat improvement on wildlife 
management areas (WMA), fed-
eral waterfowl production areas 
and other lands. The Legislature 
also appropriated $8.5 million of 
dedicated funding to the DNR 
for WMA grassland and wetland 
acquisition and enhancement.

The DNR’s waterfowl survey has 
been conducted in early May each 
year since 1968, with only minor 
changes to the survey design. A 
DNR waterfowl biologist and pilot 
count all waterfowl and wetlands 
along established survey routes 
by flying low-level aerial surveys. 
The survey is timed to coincide 
with peak nesting activity of mal-
lards.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice provides ground crews that 
also count waterfowl along some 
of the same survey routes, provid-
ing data that is used to correct for 
birds not seen by the aerial crew. 
The survey was designed to pro-
vide an index of breeding duck 
abundance in about 40 percent 
of the state that includes much of 
Minnesota’s best remaining duck 
breeding habitat.

Data on breeding duck numbers 
across other regions of North 
America is not yet available, but 

preliminary reports suggest good 
to excellent wetland habitat condi-
tions in the Dakotas and portions 
of southern Canada.

The entire report can be viewed 
online. Waterfowl hunting regu-
lations effective this fall will be 
released in August.

CANADA GEESE
This year’s estimate of 285,000 

Canada geese remains similar to 
last year’s estimate of 289,000.

“Although the population is still 
above our goal, the number of 
breeding Canada geese has stabi-
lized and is no longer increasing 
rapidly,” said DNR biologist Dave 
Rave. “Most wildlife managers 
have reported good numbers of 
goose broods so far this summer, 
which should translate into plenty 
of opportunity for hunters this 
fall.”

Since 2001, the DNR has conduct-
ed a helicopter survey of nesting 
Canada geese during April. The 
survey, which includes most of 
the state except for the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area, counts Canada 
geese on randomly selected plots 
located in prairie, transition and 
forested areas.

Michigan
Fish Decoy World 

championship Event 
Featured at Pointe 

Mouillee Waterfowl 
Festival Sept. 12-13

Contact: Mary Dettloff 517-335-
3014

The Department of Natural 
Resources will co-host the 62nd 
Annual Pointe Mouillee Water-
fowl Festival Sept. 12-13 at Pointe 
Mouillee State Game Area (PMS-
GA). Activities begin at 8 a.m. 
Saturday and run through 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission is free.

The Great Lakes Fish Decoy Col-
lectors and Carvers Association 
will hold the Fish Decoy World 
Championships at the festival 
this year. The association also will 
hold contests for fish carving and 
jigging stick. Registration for all 
carvings begins at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 12, with judging starting at 
10 a.m. The public is welcome to 
view the registered decoys during 
the judging period, which ends in 
the early afternoon.

“Fish decoys are judged in the 
water, and it is amazing to see how 
some of the decoys act or swim 
with just a slight twitch of the jig-
ging stick,” said Dick Whitwam, 
executive director of the festival.

Members of the association will 
be on hand Sunday, Sept. 13, to 
demonstrate fish decoy swimming 
techniques.

Located at the mouth of the 
Huron River at Lake Erie, the 
PMSGA is the largest freshwater 
marsh restoration project in North 
America and one of Michigan’s 
premier waterfowl hunting areas. 
All proceeds from the festival 
benefit wetland restorations and 
wildlife habitat improvements at 
Pointe Mouillee.

For more information about the 
festival, contact Pointe Mouillee 
Waterfowl Festival Executive 
Director Dick Whitwam at (734) 
379-4292 or online at: www.miwa-
terfowlfest.org.

north Dakota
Prairie chicken 

applications Due aug. 
12

Hunters interested in chasing 
prairie chickens in October will 
need to have their applications in 
the mail and postmarked no later 
than Aug. 12.


