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Hunters will be accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis, and hunts 
will be scheduled as requests dic-
tate and hunting groups can be 
formed. The registration deadline 
is Friday, Aug. 28.

OCTOBER YOUTH 
WATERFOWL HUNT 

PLANNED AT CEDAR 
BLUFF WILDLIFE AREA

Fifteen hunters ages 10 through 
16 to be drawn; application dead-
line Sept. 12

The Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks (KDWP) and the 
Hunting Heritage Group Inc.
(HHG), will host a youth water-
fowl hunt in October during the 
youth waterfowl season. The event 
will be held around Cedar Bluff 
Wildlife Area on both public and 
private land. Youth will be divided 
into groups, with each group ac-
companied by a guide.

In addition to the hunt, partici-
pants will participate in a variety 
of classes designed to teach them 
about waterfowl hunting, in-
cluding waterfowl identification, 
calling techniques, and setting 
decoys.

Fifteen hunters will be selected 
to participate. Youth participants 
must be at least 11 years old and 
no older than 15. Candidates for 
the hunt must submit an applica-
tion form by Sept. 12. Application 
forms may be obtained at the 
KDWP website or by phoning 
natural resource officer Jason 
Hawman at 785-743-2942. There 
is no charge for the hunt.

Special hunts like this one are 
part of the Kansas Hunter Re-
cruitment and Retention Program 
called “PASS IT ON.” This pro-
gram addresses the need to recruit 
new hunters and retain existing 
hunters in order to ensure the 
future of hunting.

KENTUCKY 
Make Adjustments 

When Using Steel Shot 
for Doves

Public dove fields near areas 
used by waterfowl, such as those 
at Taylorsville Lake or Green River 
Lake Wildlife Management Area, 
require hunters to use non-toxic 
shot only. Lead is toxic to water-
fowl, raptors and other wildlife.

Steel shot is the most common 
type of non-toxic shot. But steel 
and lead are two different animals. 
The hunter planning to enjoy one 
of these non-toxic shot-only fields 
this coming dove season must 
realize this.

Hunters should shoot a few steel 
shells into a patterning board 
to determine how those loads 
respond in their shotgun before 
hitting the field.

“You need to practice with steel 
shot,” said Rocky Pritchert, migra-
tory bird program coordinator for 
the Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources. “It shoots 
a lot different than lead. It holds 
its pattern much truer because the 
pellets don’t deform in the barrel. 
All of those pellets arrive on target 
quicker.”

The lack of malleability in steel 
means you don’t want a tight 
choke on your shotgun. “I never 
use more than improved cylinder,” 
Pritchert said. “I use it the whole 
season. If I can shoot ducks and 
geese with it, I am not worried 
about doves.”

Pritchert feels hunters tend to 
overestimate how far away a dove 
is in a field and this can lead to 
using too much choke with steel 
or lead.

“Hunters generally can’t hit a 
dove over 30 yards away,” he said. 
“A 30-yard dove is a small target. 
Hunters overestimate distance 

because doves are so small and 
move so fast. This can make them 
use too much choke.”

Shot size in steel is slightly bigger 
than what you would normally 
use for doves with lead shot, but 
the difference is negligible.

“I shoot size 6 or 7, usually 7s,” 
Pritchert said. “These sizes are per-
fectly adequate for doves in steel 
loads. The price of steel is also de-
creasing as it becomes more com-
mon. As suppliers put more steel 
shells on shelves, the cost goes 
down. This is happening when the 
cost of lead is increasing.”

Because steel is less dense than 
lead, a 12-gauge field load in size 
7 steel shot holds just 1 ounce 
of shot. Hunters may think they 
are losing some firepower. They 
aren’t.

“Doves don’t take a lot of hits to 
come down,” Pritchert said. “One 
or two steel pellets can bring down 
a dove. Steel is faster than lead. 
Now, you don’t want to shoot 
them in the tail. The best plan is 
still to get several pellets in the 
pilothouse, but you don’t need 
much for a dove.”

Dove season opens Sept. 1. Com-
plete hunting regulations and a list 
of public dove fields are available 
in the 2009-10 Kentucky Hunting 
Guide for Dove, Wood Duck, Teal, 
Woodcock, Snipe and Crow. The 
guide is available at fw.ky.gov 
and wherever hunting licenses 
are sold.

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 
Proposes Waterfowl 

Seasons, Opening Day 
Change for Spring 

Turkey Season
The Kentucky Fish and Wild-

life Commission proposed the 
2009-2010 waterfowl seasons and 
elected officers at its quarterly 


