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Service’s (USFWS) 2009 Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and Habitat 
Survey was 42 million, which is 
13 percent greater than last year’s 
estimate and 25 percent greater 
than the 1955-2008 average. The 
survey samples more than 2 mil-
lion square miles of waterfowl 
habitat across the northcentral 
and northeastern United States, as 
well as southcentral, eastern, and 
northern Canada, and Alaska. The 
survey estimates the number of 
ducks on the continent’s primary 
nesting grounds.

The annual survey guides US-
FWS waterfowl conservation pro-
grams under authority of the 1918 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, includ-
ing frameworks for states to set 
waterfowl seasons. USFWS works 
in partnership with state biologists 
from the Atlantic, Mississippi, 
Central, and Pacific flyways to es-
tablish regulatory frameworks for 
waterfowl hunting season lengths, 
dates, and bag limits. Kansas is in 
the Central Flyway.

Highlights from the survey in the 
northcentral United States, south-
central and northern Canada, and 
Alaska include the following:

 * estimated mallard population 
of 8.5 million birds, a 10 percent 
increase over last year and 13 
percent above the long-term av-
erage;

 * estimated population of 3.1 
million gadwall, similar to last 
year and 73 percent above the 
long-term average;

 * estimated 7.4 million blue-
winged teal, the second highest 
on record, and green-winged teal 
numbers at an all-time high of 3.4 
million;

 * estimated 3.2 million northern 
pintails, 23 percent more than last 
year but still 20 percent below the 
long-term average;

 * estimated one million red-
heads, similar to last year and 
62 percent above the long-term 
average.

 * estimated 662,000 canvasback, 
35 percent more than last year and 
similar to the long-term average;

 * estimated 4.4 million northern 
shovelers, 25 percent more than 
last year and 92 percent above the 
long-term average;

 * estimated 4.2 million scaup 
(lesser and greater combined), 12 
percent more than last year but 
18 percent below the long-term 
average; and

 * estimated American black 
ducks, ring-necked ducks, Ameri-
can wigeon, bufflehead, gold-
eneyes, and mergansers numbers 
surveyed in eastern North Amer-
ica are similar to last year as well 
as their 1990-2008 averages.

The entire report -- Trends in 
Duck Breeding Populations, 1955-
2009 -- can be downloaded from 
the USFWS website, www.fws.
gov/migratorybirds
HUNTING ACCIDENTS 

DECREASED IN 2008
271,000 hunters record only 16 

accidents during 3 million days 
afield

PRATT -- The Kansas Department 
of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) re-
ports that there were 16 hunting 
accidents in 2008, with three fatali-
ties, two of which were not actu-
ally legal hunting incidents. This is 
a decrease of three accidents from 
the previous year and is a very 
small number considering that ap-
proximately 271,000 hunters spent 
more than 3 million days afield.

The three fatalities were unusual 
for Kansas, where hunting fatali-
ties are rare. The first occurred on 
March 24 when the shooter fired at 
a nongame bird roosting in a tree 
behind the victim. Victim leaned 
in to watch and was struck in the 

head with a .22 long rifle bullet. 
Alcohol was involved. The shooter 
was not hunter education certified 
and is now serving time in state 
prison.

The second fatality happened 
on Aug. 1 when a 68-year-old 
hunter returned to his vehicle af-
ter coyote hunting. The man was 
feeling dizzy from the heat and 
possibly had low blood sugar. 
With the safety apparently off, he 
attempted to put a trigger lock on 
his still loaded rifle in the cab of 
his vehicle. The rifle fired, killing 
his wife, who was seated in the 
passenger seat.

The third fatality occurred when 
a 54-year-old hunter swung on 
flushing quail and fired, hitting his 
hunting partner. The victim (age 
64) was at least partially screened 
by heavy weeds. The shooter and 
victim were long time friends 
and hunting partners. Again, the 
shooter was not hunter education 
certified. .

“All these incidents were pre-
ventable with proper observance 
of the rules of safe gun handling 
and common sense,” explains 
Wayne Doyle, KDWP statewide 
hunter education coordinator. “But 
while the fatalities were tragic, the 
small number of accidents reflects 
how hunting is getting safer. The 
last time we had more than 20 ac-
cidents in one year was 1995. By 
any calculation, that means hunt-
ing is safe. The dedication of our 
many volunteer hunter education 
instructors across the state has 
made this happen.”

Swinging on game accounted 
for 7 of the 16 accidents. Upland 
bird hunters were involved in 
half the accidents. There were two 
incidents on opening weekend of 
pheasant season and two on the 
opening weekend of quail season. 
The average age of all shooters 
was 39.


