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cottontail rabbits and snowshoe 
hares.

Hunters will find upland hunt-
ing rules and shooting times in the 
rules brochure at license vendors 
and Fish and Game offices as well 
as on the department Website at 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov.

Shooting hours for doves and 
sandhill cranes are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset with legal 
times for each day of the 30-day 
season listed on the flyer.

Dove limits are 10 daily with 20 
in possession after the first day. 
Limits for sandhill cranes are 2 
daily with season limit of 9.

A $1.75 federal migratory bird 
harvest information program 
validation is required for dove and 
crane hunting.

There are no sandhill crane con-
trolled hunts. Tags went on sale 
August 1, first-come, first-served. 
Tags cost $15.

The season for forest grouse, 
which include ruffed, spruce and 
blue grouse, runs through De-
cember 31. The daily limit is four, 
whether all of one or mixed spe-
cies, and eight in possession after 
the first day. Only a valid hunting 
license is required for hunting for-
est grouse.

Seasons for cottontail rabbit and 
snowshoe hares runs through 
February 28 for cottontails and 
through March 31 for hares. The 
daily bag limit for both is eight, 
with 16 in possession after the 
first day.

There is no season on pygmy 
rabbits. To distinguish, note that 
cottontail tails are dark above 
and white underneath and the 
pygmy’s tail is buffy gray with no 
white. The cottontail is more than 
a foot long, and the pygmy is less 
than one foot.

Contact the local regional Fish 
and Game office to determine 

whether pygmy rabbits are found 
in your hunting area.

The early fall general turkey 
season begins September 15, and 
seasons for sage grouse, quail, 
and partridge begin September 
19. A separate permit is required 
for hunting sage and sharp-tailed 
grouse. Turkey hunters will need 
tags.

A resident turkey tag costs $19.75, 
and a nonresident tag costs $78.

All hunters need a valid 2009 
Idaho hunting license. 

Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission Monday, 
August 17, set the 2009 

sage-grouse season.
The season in most of Lemhi 

and part of Custer counties was 
reduced to seven days with a daily 
one-bird limit and two birds in 
possession.

There were no changes in sage-
grouse seasons in:

 * Southwestern Owyhee County, 
23-day season from September 19 
through October 11, two-bird daily 
bag limit and four in possession.

 * Northwestern Owyhee County, 
seven-day season from September 
19 through September 25, one-bird 
daily bag limit and two in posses-
sion.

 * Eastern Owyhee County, 
closed.

 * Magic Valley, seven-day sea-
son, from September 19 through 
September 25, one-bird daily bag 
limit and two in possession.

 * The Big Desert West of Inter-
state 15 and south of U.S. Highway 
20, seven-day season, from Sep-
tember 19 through September 25, 
one-bird daily bag limit and two 
in possession.

 * Curlew Grasslands in parts of 
Power, Oneida and Cassia coun-
ties, seven-day season, from Sep-

tember 19 through September 25, 
one-bird daily bag limit and two 
in possession.

 * Southeastern part of the state, 
east of Interstate 15 and south of 
State Highway 26, closed.

 * Most of the Upper Snake 
Region, 23-day season from Sep-
tember 19 through October 11, 
two-bird daily bag limit and four 
in possession.

The southeast, the north and 
most of the western part of the 
state is closed to sage-grouse 
hunting.

Any person hunting sage- or 
sharp-tailed grouse must have in 
their possession a valid 2009 Idaho 
hunting license and a sage-/sharp-
tailed grouse permit validation, 
cost $4.75. For additional details 
contact Idaho Fish and Game, or 
visit http://fishandgame.idaho.
gov/.

F&G commission sets 
waterfowl seasons

The Idaho Fish and Game Com-
mission during its meeting, Mon-
day, August 17, approved water-
fowl seasons for 2009, including 
a new spring light goose hunt in 
parts of the state.

The season will open for the 
maximum number of days al-
lowed by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. A season on canvas-
backs re-opens, the bag limit is 
increased on pintails and season 
restrictions for greater and lesser 
scaup continue.

Waterfowl experts predict a 
good season for Idaho hunters. 
Most of the birds harvested in 
Idaho are produced in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. Habitat condi-
tions in these breeding areas were 
characterized as above-average in 
2009. The pond index increased 45 
percent from 4.4 million in 2008 to 
6.4 million in 2009. The estimated 
mallard abundance increased 10 


