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and Fish Commission for consid-
eration Saturday, Aug. 8, during 
its regular meeting in Phoenix at 
the Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment headquarters on 5000 
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, 
AZ. 85086. For a full agenda, visit 
www.azgfd.gov/commission un-
der “Meeting Agenda.”

California
 Waterfowl Hunting 

Clinic offered in Colusa 
County

Contact: Lieutenant Dan Leh-
man, DFG Advanced Hunter Edu-
cation Program Coordinator, (916) 
358-4356 Kyle Orr, DFG Commu-
nications, (916) 322-8958

As waterfowl season quickly 
approaches, the Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG) is offering a 
clinic for hunters in Colusa County 
on August 15.

Two experienced instructors, 
Assistant Chief Mike Carion and 
Warden Aaron Freitas, will lead 
this clinic, which is part of DFG’s 
Advanced Hunter Education pro-
gram. Students will learn about 
decoy placement, blind design, 
ballistics, calling, duck identifica-
tion, K-9 considerations, gear and 
garb, game care and cleaning, 
cooking tips and safety. All skill 
levels are welcome to attend.

The clinic will be held at the 
Wilderness Unlimited RV Park 
in Williams from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The cost is $40 for adults; children 
16 years and younger are free but 
must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian.

Participants can register online 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/huntered/
advanced or request a registration 
form by mail by calling (916) 358-
4356. Once registered, participants 
will be provided with a workshop 
agenda, a map to the facility and a 
list of items to bring.

For more information about this 
clinic or other Advanced Hunter 
Education clinics, contact Lieuten-
ant Dan Lehman at the number 
above or by e-mail at dlehman@
dfg.ca.gov

DfG announCes 
2009 WaterfoWl 

PoPulation 
estimates

Contact: Shaun Oldenburger, 
Department of Fish and Game, 
(916) 445-3763 DFG Office of Com-
munications, (916) 322-8911

A 2009 Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) waterfowl survey 
indicates that the number of mal-
lards statewide remains steady, 
but the overall duck population 
has declined.

Conducted by DFG in late April 
and early May, the Waterfowl 
Breeding Survey estimates that 
there are 510,800 ducks of all spe-
cies in the state. This is an eight 
percent decrease from 2008, when 
DFG found 554,300 ducks. Mal-
lards, the most abundant duck in 
the survey, remain essentially un-
changed in number - DFG found 
302,000 mallards this year, up only 
slightly from the 297,100 found 
in 2008. However, the number of 
mallards is currently 18 percent 
below the long-term average for 
this species.

“Preliminary age ratios in the 
mallard harvest indicated poor 
production in 2008,” said Shaun 
Oldenburger, a wildlife biologist 
with DFG’s Waterfowl Program. 
“We expect better waterfowl 
production this year, due to in-
creased late spring precipitation 
that improved habitat conditions 
in some areas.”

The DFG survey covered the 
majority of the suitable waterfowl 
nesting habitat in the state, includ-
ing wetland and agricultural habi-
tats in northeastern California, the 

Central Valley from Red Bluff to 
Bakersfield, and the Suisun and 
Napa-Sonoma marshes. Since 
1955, DFG has conducted this 
survey with a fixed-wing aircraft; 
California Waterfowl, a coopera-
tive partner, provides assistance 
by surveying a sample of transects 
by helicopter.

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS) is conduct-
ing its own breeding population 
surveys throughout Alaska, the 
north-central United States and 
Canada, all of which are primary 
breeding grounds for California’s 
wintering duck population. This 
data, along with the waterfowl 
population estimates from DFG 
and other states, is used by USFWS 
in setting regulation frameworks 
for outside dates, maximum sea-
son lengths and maximum bag 
limits in the Pacific Flyway.

The USFWS frameworks will be 
considered by the Fish and Game 
Commission when setting Califor-
nia waterfowl hunting regulations 
in August. 

DfG announces 
California upland Game 
Bird stamp art Contest
Lorna Bernard, DFG Office of 

Education and Outreach, (916) 
322-8932

Karen Fothergill, DFG Wildlife 
Branch, (916) 445-3703

The California Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG) is launch-
ing a national contest to select the 
artwork for the 2010 state upland 
game bird stamp.

The chosen design will become 
the first of the Encore Edition of 
the California upland game bird 
stamp. The Encore Edition marks 
the return of the contest format 
after three years of commissioned 
stamp artwork.

The contest is open to all U.S. 
residents age 18 and over. Origi-


