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tag can get a duplicate at any de-
partment office for $4.

Additionally, the forecast for 
the nearly six-month long general 
hunting season for dove, quail, 
squirrel, rabbits, ducks and more 
is shaping up to be average to very 
good, depending on the species 
and area. Families are reminded to 
reserve a few weekends this year 
for introducing a youngster to the 
core principles of hunting. Many 
of these species offer lots of excite-
ment, learning opportunities, and 
of course, great table fare for the 
whole family. To learn more about 
hunting in Arizona, visit www.
azgfd.gov.

Dove, pigeon, sandhill 
crane hunt regulations 

are online
Applications accepted for lim-

ited crane hunts between Aug. 3 
and Sept. 1

Hunters hibernating during 
the sizzling summer can now go 
online and get the 2009-10 Ari-
zona Dove and Band-tailed Pigeon 
Regulations, as well as the 2009 
Arizona Sandhill Crane Regula-
tions, at www.azgfd.gov. Printed 
copies should be in Arizona Game 
and Fish Department offices and 
license dealers statewide by Aug 
1.

For those interested in the lim-
ited permits available for a san-
dhill crane hunt, applications 
must be submitted to Game and 
Fish, by mail only, starting Aug. 3 
and received no later than Sept. 1. 
Postmarks do not count.

This is the second year for a 
special juniors-only crane season, 
and the department anticipates 
hosting a youth hunt camp to 
mentor kids hunting these amaz-
ing prehistoric-looking creatures. 
There are 25 juniors-only permits 
this year, available only by the ap-
plication process.

Successful sandhill crane ap-
plicants will receive three hunt 
permit-tags this year, compared 
to two in years past. Applicants 
can choose from seasons for gen-
eral, archery-only, or, for those 
ages 17 and younger, the juniors-
only hunt. Forms and information 
needed to apply are available at 
department offices, license dealers 
and online.

Dove outlook
Hunters are reminded that it’s 

not too early to start preparing for 
dove season. Opening in Septem-
ber, the season is expected to be 
very good due to a high number of 
birds carrying over from last sea-
son and above-average winter and 
spring precipitation this year.

Dove hunting is an Arizona 
tradition with more than 35,000 
hunters participating each year. 
It provides an ideal hunting op-
portunity for families and novice 
hunters.

Arizona Game and Fish hosts 
open houses for spring big game 
and fall waterfowl hunting recom-
mendations

The proposed spring hunt rec-
ommendations for the 2010 spring 
turkey, javelina, buffalo and bear 
regulations, as well as the recom-
mendations for 2009–10 waterfowl 
and snipe regulations, are avail-
able now for review at all of the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s regional offices.

These hunt recommendations are 
formulated according to the exist-
ing hunt guidelines approved by 
the Arizona Game and Fish Com-
mission in August 2007, so hunters 
will see similar structures as they 
did this year.

“Other than relatively minor 
permit adjustments in response 
to changing wildlife populations, 
hunters should see a familiar pack-
age for 2010,” said Chief of Game 

Management, Brian Wakeling. 
“We are proposing to continue two 
over-the-counter programs, the 
juniors-only spring turkey season 
and the archery-only javelina sea-
son for metro units. We had some 
good feedback and feel these are 
invaluable improvements for in-
troducing youth to hunting.”

A total of six open houses will 
be held at the department’s re-
gional offices. At each of the open 
houses, a knowledgeable staff 
person will be available to discuss 
regional hunt recommendations 
and answer questions. No formal 
presentation will be provided. 
The remaining scheduled open 
houses are:

 * Flagstaff – Tuesday, Aug. 4, 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Region 2 
Game and Fish office, 3500 S. Lake 
Mary Road, (928) 774-5045.

 * Mesa – Tuesday, Aug. 4, from 
6-8 p.m. at the Region 6 Game 
and Fish office, 7200 E. University 
Drive, (480) 981-9400.

 * Pinetop – Wednesday, Aug. 
5, from 6-8 p.m. at the Region 
1 Game and Fish office, 2878 E. 
White Mountain Blvd., (928) 367-
4281.

 * Yuma – Thursday, Aug. 6, from 
6-8 p.m. at the Region 4 Game and 
Fish office, 9140 E. 28th St., (928) 
342-0091.

For driving directions and a map 
of each location, click here.

If you are unable to attend one 
of these open houses, both of the 
hunt recommendations are posted 
on the department’s Web site, and 
you may download a PDF file to 
review at your leisure. The rec-
ommendations will be posted at 
www.azgfd.gov/huntguidelines 
under the “Recommendations” 
section heading.

The spring big game hunt and 
fall waterfowl regulations will be 
presented to the Arizona Game 


