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seed production and good dove 
reproduction last summer should 
result in a robust population this 
year.

“The key for mourning dove 
hunting is not the population as 
much as their accessibility. With 
lots of seeds available in the desert, 
they might be dispersed again this 
year. But then again, that can in-
crease hunting opportunities and 
spread out the hunters as well,” 
Rabe said.

The downside is, once again, the 
diminishing urban areas to hunt 
doves, especially in the Valley of 
the Sun, although urban expansion 
may have slowed significantly due 
to the tough economic times.

Once again this year, the early 
dove season is Sept. 1-15 with half-
day shooting in the desert zone for 
adult hunters and full-day shoot-
ing for youth. For the mountain 
zone it is all-day shooting.

The juniors-only hunt at the Rob-
bins Butte Wildlife Area is sched-
uled for Sept. 5-6. Young hunters 
can expect to be treated to the 
traditional pancake and sausage 
breakfast provided by Chandler 
Rod and Gun Club following the 
hunt. This is an excellent introduc-
tion hunt for youngsters. There are 
even experts on hand if needed to 
help mentor.

The collared dove season was 
once again set for year-long hunt-
ing with an unlimited bag limit. 
The regulations provide illustra-
tions on how to tell the difference 
between the different dove spe-
cies.

The late dove season is Nov. 20, 
2009 to Jan. 3, 2010 (all-day shoot-
ing).

“With a great Gambel’s quail 
season expected in central Arizona 
this year, hunting dove and quail 
together should be almost irresist-
ible, especially for those new to 

hunting. Rabbit populations are 
also good this year,” Rabe said.

Young hunters and others new 
to hunting will want to check the 
Game and Fish Web site at www.
azgfd.govfor a listing of introduc-
tory hunting workshops or camps. 
The department is teaming up 
with sportsmen’s organizations 
and the goal is to have at least two 
dozen camps during the upcom-
ing season.

Band-tailed pigeons
While populations are increasing 

for sandhill cranes and the dove 
season looks promising, don’t get 
your hopes up for band-tailed 
pigeons.

“Even though we had a tremen-
dous mast crop such as acorns last 
year and will likely be good again 
this year, we just don’t have much 
in the way of band-tail numbers 
in Arizona. In fact, band-tailed 
pigeon populations are usually 
spotty and can vary greatly from 
year to year,” Rabe said.

The band-tailed pigeon hunt is 
from Sept. 11-Oct. 4 in the north 
zone where the majority of hunt-
ing occurs (Hunt Units 1 through 
15C, 16A, 17 through 20A, 23, and 
24A) and in the south zone from 
Sept. 18-Oct. 4.

Arizona seasons set for 
waterfowl and spring 

hunts
This may be summer, but there is 

an interesting way to have autumn 
and spring on your mind.

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission on Aug. 1 approved 
the hunting regulations for the up-
coming waterfowl season and the 
spring hunts for 2010. So fire up 
your computers on Aug. 21, which 
is when both regulations should 
be available online at www.azgfd.
gov. Although it is always pos-
sible that the regulations could be 

posted a few days early if the stars 
and ducks align.

Waterfowl and snipe
For general waterfowl and snipe, 

the overall general season will be 
a liberal season, 101 days in each 
of the state’s two zones.

The season begins Oct. 9 in the 
mountain zone and Oct. 23 in the 
desert zone. The mountain zone 
season ends Jan. 17 while the des-
ert zone ends Jan. 31. However, 
for scaup ducks, the season is only 
86 days, with a delayed start but 
ending at the same time in each of 
the zones.

There are two other changes, can-
vasback ducks are legal to take this 
year (last year was closed) and the 
bag for pintail has been increased 
from one to two.

Included in the regulations are 
two juniors-only hunts. There is 
an early season junior hunt Oct. 
3-4 in the mountain zone, and then 
a late season junior hunt Feb. 6-7, 
2010 in the desert zone. Both hunts 
are great opportunities for kids, 
17 and under, to have the field to 
themselves.

While it may come as a surprise, 
Arizona offers a number of good 
duck hunting opportunities across 
the state from jumping stock tanks 
in the desert to decoying and call-
ing ducks over lakes, streams, and 
marshes.

Water conditions throughout the 
state are good to average, which 
is the key to holding ducks that 
migrate from the northwest. As 
the season progresses, keep your 
eye on the weather forecasts for 
Idaho and Utah. When those states 
experience freezing weather and 
cold fronts, Arizona will typically 
see new ducks arriving shortly 
after. To get started in duck hunt-
ing all you need is a shotgun and 
some non-toxic shot. However, hip 
waders are a great asset. After that, 


