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State News

AlAbAmA
Alabama Dove Season 

Dates Finalized
The Alabama Department of 

Conservation and Natural Re-
sources announces that the 2009 
dove seasons for the north and 
south zones are finalized with the 
first day of hunting in the north 
zone on September 5 and the first 
day of hunting in the south zone 
on October 3. Both zones will hunt 
under a 70-day split season with a 
15-a-day bag limit.

The south zone includes Bald-
win, Barbour, Coffee, Covington, 
Dale, Escambia, Geneva, Henry, 
Houston and Mobile counties. 
The remaining counties are in the 
north zone.

The season dates are:
NORTH ZONE: 15-a-day – 15 in 

Possession
12 O’clock noon until Sunset 

(Afternoon Shooting Only) Sep-
tember 5

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) September 
6 – October 4

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) October 
24– November 7

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) December 
12 – January 5, 2010

SOUTH ZONE: 15-a-day – 15 in 
Possession

12 O’clock noon until Sunset 
(Afternoon Shooting Only) Oc-
tober 3

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) October 
4 – November 1

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) November 
26 – November 29

One-half hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset (All Day) December 
5 – January 9, 2010

The mourning dove is the most 
abundant game bird in Alabama 
and is pursued by thousands of 
hunters. “Dove hunting is a great 
way to introduce new hunters, 
especially youth, to hunting,” said 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries 
Director Corky Pugh. “Hunters 
don’t have to be still and quiet and 
temperatures in the early season 
are not cold.”

ADCNR reminds hunters to use 
all safety precautions, including 
not shooting low birds. In addi-
tion, all hunters are encouraged to 
wear eye and ear protection.

For further information on Ala-
bama hunting seasons, go to www.
outdooralabama.com.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise steward-
ship, management and enjoyment 
of Alabama’s natural resources 
through five divisions: Marine 
Police, Marine Resources, State 
Lands, State Parks, and Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries.

Waterfowl Numbers 
Up; Habitat Conditions 

Favorable 
Conditions for a successful wa-

terfowl season for Alabama hunt-
ers appear to be excellent as the 
special early teal and goose sea-
sons approach.

David Hayden, waterfowl expert 
with the Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natural Re-

sources’ Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries Division, said abundant 
rainfall throughout the nesting 
areas, as well as along the Central 
Flyway, has improved the habitat 
significantly.

“Water conditions have been 
good this year,” Hayden said. “I’m 
optimistic that we’ve had good 
food production. Hopefully there 
will be a lot of seed and good mast 
crop with plenty of acorns for the 
birds. We’ve still got August, Sep-
tember and October to go through, 
and we could have some dry peri-
ods, but it looks good now.”

Waterfowlers get their first op-
portunity in the field with the 
special Canada goose season, 
which runs Sept. 1-15. The bag 
limit is five per day with 10 in 
possession.

The special teal season is set for 
Sept. 5-20 with a daily bag limit 
of four and a possession limit of 
eight.

“Teal numbers are up this year 
so we hope that the cooler weather 
they’ve had this summer up north 
will mean more birds in our area 
when the early season opens,” 
Hayden said.

For the regular waterfowl sea-
sons, the seasons for ducks, coots 
and mergansers are Nov. 27-28 and 
Dec. 5-Jan. 31.

The liberal bag limit is still in ef-
fect, although the limits on several 
species have changed. Hunters 
may take six ducks per day with 
no more than four mallards, only 
two of which may be female. The 
bag limits on other species are: 3 
wood ducks, 1 mottled duck, 1 
black duck, 2 redheads, 1 pintail, 
2 scaup and 1 canvasback. Last 
year canvasback harvest was pro-
hibited. However, Hayden said the 
population has recovered enough 
to allow one canvasback in the 
bag limit.


