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tional ammunition would have on 
hunters, the economy and wildlife 
populations.

“At this time, the motives be-
hind NPS actions addressing lead 
issues are very unclear. Especially in 
these difficult economic times, this 
action will discourage people from 
hunting and fishing and decrease 
revenue into the Pittman-Robertson 
fund that funds state conservation 
efforts,” read the letter.

The NPS continues to pursue 
a ban on traditional ammunition 
that it announced earlier in the 
year would apply to park person-
nel involved with culling sick and 
wounded animals, and indicated 
it would consider widening the 
ban to all hunters. The firearms 
industry, sportsmen’s groups and 
multiple conservation organizations 
criticized the ban in a press release, 
calling it “arbitrary, over-reactive 
and not based on science.”

“The move by members of 
the United States Senate to step 
in and raise concerns about the 
NPS making any unilateral actions 
concerning traditional ammunition 
is welcomed by conservation and 
sportsmen’s groups throughout 
the country and the entire firearms 
industry,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “This process 
needs to be as transparent as pos-
sible and Congress’ involvement 
will help to ensure that this is the 
case.”

The NSSF has clearly stated in 
communications to the NPS that 
any decision made about federal 
lands with regard to ammunition 
products be based on thorough sci-
entific study of wildlife population 
impacts. Currently, no scientific evi-
dence indicates that wildlife popula-
tions are being negatively impacted 
by hunters utilizing traditional 
ammunition.
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any decision made about federal 
lands with regard to ammunition 
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entific study of wildlife population 
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In concluding their letter to 
Secretary Salazar, the senators were 
very clear as to what they wanted to 
see: “We request that NPS cease all 
actions to prohibit the use of lead 
products on NPS lands by private 
citizens and NPS personnel.”

Signatories on the letter in-
clude:

Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY)
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)
Sen. James E. Risch(R-ID)
Sen. Jim Bunning (R-KY)
Sen. Roger F. Wicker (R-MS)
Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC)
Sen. Michael B. Enzi (R-WY)
Sen. Robert F. Bennett(R-UT)
Sen. John Thune (R-SD)
Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC)
Sen. Mike Johanns (R-NE)
Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK)
Sen. David Vitter (R-LA)

NSSF Launches 
Campaign to Educate 
America About ‘Most 

Misunderstood 
Firearm’

Modern Sporting Rifles -- based 
on the AR-15 platform -- Are Widely 
Owned

by Hunters and Target Shooters 
and Are Not ‘Assault Weapons’

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation has launched a national 
media campaign designed to correct 
widespread misperceptions among 

gun owners and non-gun owners 
about AR-15-style rifles, also known 
as modern sporting rifles.

“The best-selling rifles in Amer-
ica today are those based on the 
AR-15 platform -- they are today’s 
modern sporting rifles -- yet they 
remain America’s most misunder-
stood firearm because of confusion 
caused by their cosmetic features,” 
said Steve Sanetti, president of the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion, trade association for the fire-
arms industry.

Sanetti said the confusion is 
understandable because a modern 
sporting rifle looks like a military 
firearm, like an M-16, for example. 
“We want people to understand that 
these civilian sporting rifles function 
just like many other sporting rifles, 
as semi-automatics, firing only one 
round with each pull of the trigger, 
and are widely used by hunters and 
target shooters and for home pro-
tection. They are not ‘evil’ or ‘bad’ 
firearms, as some would have you 
think,” Sanetti emphasized.

The media campaign illustrates 
how for more than 100 years rifles 
used by the military that possess 
battlefield requirements of accuracy, 
ruggedness and reliability became, 
understandably, popular civilian 
sporting rifles. This military-to-ci-
vilian evolution can be seen in some 
of the most famous rifle models of 
all time, including the 1903 Spring-
field bolt-action rifle of World War 
I, the Garand semi-automatic rifle of 
World War II and the M-16 rifle of 
the Vietnam era. In the case of the 
M-16, its civilian version, the AR-15, 
was modified so that it functioned 
only as a semi-automatic.

Today’s AR-15-style modern 
sporting rifles are just another step 
in the evolution of the tools hunt-
ers and target shooters use to enjoy 
their activities. These rifles may not 
look like current hunting rifles, but 
remember, your current hunting 


